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Letter from the President
President’s Column
Sue Little

As many of you know there have been some changes in our office; many thanks to Bill for his 15
years of service to Rio Salado and to Cheryl for her 13 years of dedication. We wish them the very
best in their retirement. Taking Bill’s place is Richard Adams who has been the Lead Range
Safety Officer for the Public Range for 6 ½ years. Richard has made a smooth transition from the
Public Range to the Range Manager position; he has more than 25 years of managerial
background and continues to advise the Public Range Officers. Thom Schuett our long time
Assistant Range Manager has embraced vacationing full-time and is looking forward to hittin’ the
road on his motorcycle and we wish him a very happy retirement as well.
Deanna Boehmer has taken Cheryl’s position as the newly named Office Manager. Her 10
years in customer service and administration, plus her cheerful and positive attitude, has been
helpful as we make the changes in the office. Deanna is a member and familiar with handguns,
rifle and enjoys shooting benchrest. As a 3rd generation native, she loves the outdoors and was
raised hiking, hunting and fishing in Arizona.
Our Administrative Assistant Shell’B is full-time but scheduled for weekends in addition to
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. She has worked as Director of Marketing for an aviation
company and most recently was the stats person for the Rifle/Shotgun match under the 3 Gun
Division. Born and raised in Flagstaff, Shell’B loves the outdoors--hiking and kayaking. Shell’B
participated in the Desert Flower Ladies Day and thinks she would like to begin shooting with the
Cowboy Fast Draw group.
We have added several new John Deere Gators to our fleet of vehicles. They have proven
themselves workhorses as they not only haul the large, heavy steel targets up the hill for 3 Gun
matches but haul clays/ammo and wade through the spent wads on the Shotgun Range. Every
Rio Salado vehicle is now on a monthly schedule for maintenance.
We’ve already seen several snakes around so please be alert and careful—they like shade
too! And because of the increased amount of winter rains, we now have abundant growth. We are
and have been trimming and cutting down the weeds and underbrush around structures as we try
to minimize our risk of fire. Rural Metro has been out during the first two weeks of June to assess
our risk along with Game and Fish who will be coming sometime in the next two weeks to follow
up.
Your Club is always growing and with growth comes changes—accommodating the number
of shooters who want to continue enjoying this sport. The ebb and flow of any organization cannot
stay the same and the clock doesn’t stop. We, as a Board, can only be instrumental in moving
forward serving the greatest number if not all our members. Some of yesterday’s ideas and work
that has been done are now instrumental in leading the way for future growth opportunities we
need to make within the limited space that confines us.
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Desert Flower Ladies Day at the Range

*HerHandgun*
“Five Flowers and each one a better bloom than before!” On May 4th Rio held the
fifth annual “Desert Flower Ladies Day at the Range”! Over 100 women came out to
learn proper firearm safety and technique. Our Smallbore Rifle Division (new to the
event) headed up by Brian Hunter, had their station set up for our participants to try
their skills at .22 rifle shooting multi colored steel targets at various distances.
HerHandgun set up several pistol stations with a large offering of many size pistols
for ladies to try. The all-female instructor line was phenomenal guiding ladies
through the process for successful shots on more steel plates! Down in the training
bay (our other newcomer) was our Cowboy Fast Draw Division led by Bart Carr and
his crew all decked out in their western attire. Participating ladies were fitted for
gear, got to choose a cowboy alias name, and competed for bragging rights! It was
truly a fabulous presentation and a very popular station! Last but not least we had
our shotgun station that always gets the attention of the ladies!
We at HerHandgun work hard to put on the best event we can but the applause
definitely goes to our 45 volunteers who displayed such professionalism, knowledge,
patience, and support throughout the entire process; making sure our participants
had a fun and positive experience! Thank you to all who helped from collecting
sponsor donations to working the classroom and the line, to the set up and tear down
crews!! You all are the reason we can do this successfully year after year!
We look forward to next year!
-Kippi Leatham & Debbie Keehart
HerHandgun
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Congratulations!
Former Rio Salado Junior Division Member, PV2 Kade Jackovich as he was awarded the coveted Black
Hat of the US Army Marksmanship Unit as a member of the USAMU Service Rifle Team.
This awesome achievement signifies his dedication to be the best and uphold the legacy and history
of the prior members of the Home of Champions.
We look forward to seeing him compete and win in upcoming matches such as the Interservice
Championships and National Matches. Wish this great competitor the best of luck!

John Karadsheh
Junior Division Director
Rio Salado Sportsman's Club
(602) 615-0843 Mobile
www.RioJuniors.com
Facebook.com/RioJuniorShooting
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SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENT
Joseph Murray is Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club Scholarship recipient for 2019. He is a recent graduate of Queen
Creek High School and will be attending ASU majoring in political science. His goal is to work in national
security or intelligence security analysis, and ultimately become a first-generation politician.
His first experience with a firearm was at 4 years old shooting a .22 Ruger Rimfire. He is also an accomplished
author having written 6 articles for the Junior Shooter magazine dating back to 2013 to 2016. Among his other
accomplishments are as early as 2012 when he took 3rd Place Youth in the Ruger Rimfire World Championship.
He is active at our range shooting PCC, 3 Gun, and Shotgun. The most meaningful matches for him are the 2
USPSA National titles he won—one of them was his last competitive match as a junior. Most recently he got a
bronze medal in the state qualifier for the Jr. Olympics. By the time this article is published he will have
participated in the U.S. National Skeet Championship where he took 7th Collegiate and the Jr. Olympics. Joseph is
very interested in shooting for the ASU team.
We hope to see him this fall as he continues to shoot at Rio Salado and to wish him the best during his college
career. Presentation of award and funds will be made at the July 17th Board of Directors Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Scholarship Committee
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Those Who Have Left the Range
We Will Miss You

Herb Wong
Dave Wierzbicki
Vic Pickett
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