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President
Happy New Year! First, I want to thank Terry for the
countless hours spent as a Board member and for his leadership
as President of the Board. A few know of the time and energy
required for this position. I return—recommitted to being a part
of the team maintaining our range and making improvements that
will benefit our members. I also want to thank the staff and all
our employees for their work and dedication. Without them, we
as Board members, could not do our job.
As of December 17, 2017, we have 6,077 members. With
growth comes a few bumps in the road, and we continue to drive
towards that goal of acquiring more land. It’s a slow and frustrating process, but we’ll persevere doing our best to accomplish
this. In the meantime, we’ll continue working on the projects in
our 5-year plan plus others as needed.
Lastly, I quote Peter F. Drucker, “Rank does not confer privilege or power but imposes responsibility.” Actually, we all have a part in this range’s success through our efforts to change for the better whether it is through volunteering our time or financial donation. Thanks for what you bring to your Range.
Be safe!

Sue Little
President
************************
Thank you from your Chief Instructor
First I want to thank all of you who attended the annual meeting/dinner. I hope you enjoyed the evening. Good
food, music and people! If you were a lucky prize winner (I
was not) congrats to you!
For my fourth and final term, I am going to give it my
all to do as much as I can for our club. I will continue to
match people with good instructor options, help keep our
range safe, and work on promoting women into our sport.
Speaking of….Desert Flower Ladies Day at the Range is on
our calendar for April 29th so make sure you put it in yours!
I am always happy to hear from you whether it’s to
inform me of a problem, something great, suggestions, questions….whatever. Thank you
again for your support in all you do for our shooting community!
Debbie Keehart
Chief Instructor
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Welcome to Cowboy Fast Draw with the Rio Salado Vaquero’s !
By Francis Carlos
Well hold’in on to the horn on your saddle and pulling on them
there reigns slow’in down the year to end. What a year it was, we had
some GREAT GUN FIGHTS all year long. We had some new gun fighters
that strapped on a gun for the first time and man did they HAVE A KNEE
SLAPPING GOOD TIME !! Boy are they looking forward to this years
shoot’in and getting back on that shoot’in line.
We had our year end awards party where a few shooters got some
mighty fine prizes for shoot’in so well all year long (A tough thing to do
with all the good gun fighter’s we have here).
In the women’s division FIRST PLACE went to SOUTH WEST KC,
SECOND PLACE went to MISS KITTY with THIRD PLACE going to HOT
FLASH. CONGRATS TO YOU ALL !!!
In the men’s division FIRST PLACE went to HELL ON WHEELS,
SECOND PLACE went to SHADY MIKE with THIRD PLACE going to WIDOWMAKER. CONGRATS TO YOU ALL !!!
The Vaquero’s want to THANK all of you who have come out and
shot with us or just came out and watched (you should’a shot). We hope
to see more new faces, so we all can have some fun together!! There is one
thing miss’in is if you are read’in this it is YOU!!! So get out from behind
that HORSE’S WATERING TROUGH and just wander on up to one of
them Gents, Ladies or Juniors (they are well informed) and if any one of
them don’t know they will sure as heck point you to someone who does
for sure. Also don’t worry just because they are pack’in iron and look a
little tough they just might have been in the saddle too long they will be
very glad to help you in any way they can, it is the COWBOY WAY !!!
HOPE TO SEE SOON (BRING A FRIEND EVERYONE IS WELCOME) !!!
Those who have a twitchy hand and fingers and is ich’in to give it a
try, well we have guns, holsters and wax bullets that you can use. The only thing left is YOU !!! So get on your pony and ride on down here, bring
a partner or more it’s OK we’re wait’in on ya.
The Club Shoots are held on the Second Sat. at 8:00am of each
month (DURING JUNE, JULY AND AUG.) we start sign up’s at 7:00am
and start shooting right after sign up’s are done until about 2:00pm or
before. We also have a Wed. evening practice on the 4th Wed. of the
month, starting about 5pm and when your bullets are gone or your arm
says hold it is when we quit or 9pm which comes first. NOW FOR BOTH
THESE SHOOTS, CHECK the Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club Calendar to
make sure nothing has changed due to another activity. Wed. practice is
the best time to come out and get one on one help.
Continued
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Cowboy Fast Draw continued
To learn more about the sport of Cowboy Fast Draw, you can visit the
CFDA web site online at www.cowboyfastdraw.com . You’ll find wagonloads of info about the sport from rules, events and instructions. You can
also
visit
the
Rio
Salado
Vaquero’s
Web
site
at
www.riosaladovaqueros.com . If you need more, you can e-mail Bart Carr
aka Muletrain at muletrain2010@msn.com . Be sure to check out Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club at www.rsscaz.com.
Well that’s all for now so see you down the trail and keep those
shoot’in irons in reach. “The Draw” aka Francis Carlos.
The one important thing to remember is what our Motto Says: SAFETY FIRST, FUN SECOND AND COMPETITION THIRD !!! ESPECIALLY
SAFETY FIRST.
Bart Carr
Cowboy Fast Draw
Ladies winner’s pictures with Muletrain:
First Place:
Southwest KC
Second Place:
Miss Kitty
Third Place:
Hot Flash

Men’s winner’s pictures with Muletrain:
First Place:
Hell on Wheels
Second Place:
Shady Mike (The Stud in

the top hat standing in for Shady)

ThirdPlace:
Widowmaker

continued

JANUARY

Cowboy Fast Draw continued

Here is a group picture of the shooters and family that attended the doings.
Also pictures of the entertainment that was provided by:
Feisty Filly (Catherine) and by The McNasty boys (Billy and John).

************************
Shotgun Range
2018 was another great year at the shotgun facility. We threw just under two million targets. We held lots of events this past year including registered sporting clays, registered trap singles and doubles, fundraisers, and our new game called ZZ-birds.
The temperature is finally down, which makes the shotgun facility a busy and popular place. Make sure to check the Rio Salado calendar to see what is happening at the
range. Please help the staff by keeping our beautiful range clean. There are recycle containers and bins for your hulls throughout the range. We ask that you use them appropriately to help do our part in recycling. Please let our staff know if you see something that is
unsafe or that needs attention.
Rio welcomes shooters of every skill level to come use our shotgun facility. For
our new shooters, we have two practice/introductory stations that are a great place to get
started on breaking clay targets. If you are unfamiliar with our card reader system, or have
any questions, one of our friendly staff will help you safely get started.
We need to thank all our staff and volunteers for all of their efforts this past year in
making Rio Salado such a great shooting range!
Neil Rossman
Shotgun Manager

RSSC Board Meeting—Third Wednesday of Each Month in the Activity Center
ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED !!!
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The Arizona Muzzle Loading Association
Who Are We?
Our association was created as a way for the black powder clubs in Arizona to have
a voice in designating hunting seasons for black powder shooters.
We promote the understanding of and ability in marksmanship with Early
American muzzle loading firearms. Matches and events are held for the purpose of advancing fine accuracy with these firearms and standard practices for competition. We
teach greater safety with all firearms, especially with muzzle loading rifles, shotguns and
handguns and to encourage hunting with muzzle loading firearms.
Our annual State Championship match is sponsored by the Muzzle Stuffers at Rio
Salado Sportsman’s club. This year the event will be on April 6, through the 8th with
awards held on Sunday April 9th. Each participant is classified as AA, A or B for competition at several skill levels. Aggregates will be held at multiple yardages in Paper targets, Steel silhouettes for rifle, pistol and smoothbore rifle.
This event is slower paced that modern firearm matches, join us to see what it’s all
about. We have a good time shooting and smelling that smoke!
Please call Tom Hoverson (President) for more information – 602-292-3921
John Schaffer
Black Powder

************************
HerHandgun Practice Match Sessions:

HerHandgun
Christmas Dinner

Our ladies who have taken advantage of our monthly match are having a great time. We have anywhere from
10-20 ladies on average for about 100 rounds of shooting
on 4-5 courses of fire. Followed by an occasional dinner
out afterwards.
Our matches are a great place to come practice your
skills, get some guidance from the instructors, and enjoy
great company of likeminded women.
It is by invitation only due to the nature of the class and for
safety’s sake so if you are interested you can contact Debbie
Keehart
at
chiefinstructor@rsscaz.com
or
Deb@HerHandgun.com,
or
Kippi
Leatham
at
Kip@HerHandgun.com. We will be happy to help you get
involved!!
Kip Leatham & Debbie Keehart
HerHandgun
Subdivision of TNS
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Attention High School Seniors!
Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club, Inc. will be offering
a $2,000 scholarship for the school year 2018-2019.
If you are interested in more information and/or the
application form, it is available online at here under
the heading About Us
You must be a competitive shooter, write an essay:
“What the Second Amendment means to me” in addition to participating in a service project for our
Range.

Deadline is Saturday, March 31, 2018.
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From the Historians Pen
The 11 MM German Revolver
The Germans adopted the first model the 1879 then the 1883 and was used until
1904 when it was declared obsolete. The 9 mm Luger replaced it in 1908. However, like
many such guns it saw service in WW l and to a small extent in WW ll when the Germans
had their backs against the wall. It also saw action in the Boxer Rebellion and various colonial skirmishes. The ammo took a heeled bullet with the diameter of .452 though 44 caliber bullets work ok. Original ammo fired a 262-grain bullet at about 700 FPS. They
would be difficult to find though ammo van be made from 44 Russian cases. The odd
thing about this revolver is it chambers 10.4 Bodeo as opposed to the 11 mm German
round
The 10.6 or model 1879 as it was also known as was a single action six shot. It
was a simple design in line with similar European revolvers of the period. The model 79
has a7” barrel while the model shortened it to 4 & 5/8” Other references listed the barrel at
5”. A double action version was issued to officers. Various arsenals produced these guns
including F. Dresys and some government arsenals such as Erfurt. Like some others a
commission designed it and it wasn’t considered entirely satisfactory by many. It was
slow to unload as the cylinder had to be removed to remove the empties with the help of a
small rod. Loading was by a gate on the right side similar to a conventional single action.
The cylinder was taken out by the hammer being at half cock and the center axis pin was
removed. It is a hefty solid frame revolver weighing in at 2.5 LBS.
Mauser designed a competitor known as the Zig Zag but is wasn’t successful as
they stuck with the 10.6. It had modern features such as a pull-out cylinder and a break
open frame. It performed well during the test but it was turned down due to the fact that it
was too complex. Ironic as a generation later they adopted the Luger. A fine pistol but
very difficult to make due to it being complex and the tight dimensions required.
Like most guns most owners will like to shoot them as long as they are safe. The
round closely resembles the 44 Russian and in fact it has been reported that the Russian
will work but I recommend sticking to the original. Any a Russian case can be modified
and either a heeled bullet or a 44 slug can be used and of course black powder. You might
have to experiment a little to get the best accuracy out of which bullet.
Bob Shell
Historian
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Those Who Have Left the Range
We Will Miss You
Larry Oberholtzer
2017
Bob Taylor
2017
Jim Betush
2017
Frank Mariningell
2017
Larry D'Agostino
2018

Remember!

Please keep your firearms cased until you go
to a safety area or on the line.
Thank you for keeping our Range safe!.

Rio Salado Ricochet
3960 N Usery Pass Road
Mesa AZ 85207-9702
Office: 480-984-9610
Fax:
480-986-1592

www.RSSCaz.com

