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President’s Column
Summer is over and we are coming into the cooler time of year. The fall hunters
will soon be flocking to our range to sight in their favorite deer rifle and our monthly
matches will no doubt see a big increase in participation.
Even though the shooting participation slows down for the summer your Board,
and range staff have been busy approving and completing improvements to our facility
and taking care of critical maintenance tasks. Some of the completed and ongoing projects are as follows:
1. A new Main range office and kiosk. This larger building will provide more
room for our RO’s to handle their business and the new shooter kiosk area
will include a self service safety and orientation video and shooting related
literature. We are currently averaging about 300 new shooters a month at
the Main range. This kiosk will take a lot of the load off of our RO’s by
providing basic information to new shooters before they enter the firing
line.
2. Berm maintenance on the Main range and member ranges. Continuous
shooting, rain and wind all take their toll on the berms and each year we
need to restore them to proper configuration. This requires heavy equipment to move a lot of dirt. We also do annual road and drainage maintenance. So if you’ve noticed earth moving equipment at the range that is
what is going on.
3. While we had the earth movers on sight we took the opportunity to improve
and add to the Practical shooting bays that are down range on the High
Power range. These improvements won’t be obvious unless you participate
in the 3-Gun or big Practical Pistol competitions, but we made major improvements that will improve the safety and quality of our big annual competitions that RSSC is famous for.
4. In May of 2014 RSSC will be hosting the State Smallbore Silhouette
Championship for the first time. We will soon be adding a large shade
structure behind the East end of the Smallbore firing line that will improve
the appearance and functionality of that range. In addition to improving the
range for that big event it will be a welcome addition to all users of the
smallbore range by adding additional shade and staging area.
The Board hopes you come out and enjoy your range as often as you can. Good
luck with your shooting endeavors for the upcoming year.
Terry Abbott
President@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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Vice President
As another year is coming to a close its time again to address our annual meeting. This
year we will again be holding our annual meeting onsite. Catering will be conducted by
Famous Dave’s BBQ. We will have bigger tents and more available space than we did the
last time we had our annual meeting onsite. I hope our members will come out and enjoy
this annual event. Please contact the office for tickets.
The entire board of directors works throughout the year to manage our club and provide a
safe shooting environment for our community. I would like to remind our members that
there is a monthly board meeting and it is open to our members to attend. This is your
club. You should have a vested interest in the operation of it.
I want to take this moment to thank all our employees who keep Rio operating as one of
the best shooting facilities in the country, and our volunteers who donate their time to add
Range Safety Officers to our ranges or organize events. I’m proud to be a part of such a
wonderful group of people.
Be Safe Have Fun
Jim Neff
Vp@RioSaladoSportsMans.com
****************************************************

Executive Officer
As the days get shorter and the weather gets cooler, I would like to extend a hearty
“Welcome Back” to our seasonal Members and Guests. We’re looking forward to seeing
you again on the range. Maybe you’ll notice some of the improvements we have made
over the summer.
Your Board of Directors and Division Directors have been working hard to ensure that
RSSC remains a premier recreational shooting venue. We’ve reinvested in the Club’s infrastructure to ensure that our Members and Guests have the best opportunity for an exceptional shooting experience. We’ve made improvements across the Club from the Main
Range Intake Building Project, Practical Pistol Bay additions, and a fleet of new shotgun
traps. And we have more improvements in the works. We hope these improvements increase your enjoyment of the Club, and we want you to share that enjoyment.
I’m always surprised in speaking with people in my day-to-day activities that have never
heard of RSSC even though they may be ‘once in a while’ shooters. As the friendliest
club in Arizona, we’re in a unique position to grow our membership by word of mouth. If
just half of our current Membership recruited a single new member, our voices would be
over 7,500 Members strong. So what are you waiting for??? Bring a friend to the range
Executive Officer continued
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Executive Officer
this weekend and let them see first hand why a Membership at RSSC is such an exceptional value. Sign one up!
See you (…and your friend) on the range!
Paul Sherman
Xo@RioSaladoSportsMans.com
****************************************************

From the Main Range
“Whaddya buildin?”
That’s what everybody is asking. We ran out of room in the main range check-in
and office building! So, we are building a bigger one that will allow us to keep more
range supplies, sales items and give us room to have an area for orientations of first-time
visitors to our range. When completed, the range entrance will move west so that you will
be in the middle of the range when you walk in. Check-in will face south and be covered
from the sun and rain.
The parking lot will change too. More concrete parking spaces have been added to
the west to accommodate handicap parking. Parking blocks will replace the logs and provide “angle” parking to allow for a one-way loop around the large lot in front of the new
building.
We appreciate your patience as we moved from the main to the high power range
and back, and while we built the new building. We are sure that you will agree that the
resulting improvements were well worth the inconvenience.

A Safety Note…
Do you have a gun case (rifle or pistol) that holds multiple guns? If you do, remember to
always keep the muzzle of the gun you are casing or un-casing pointed down range. Only
handle the one that has it’s muzzle pointed in the down range, safe direction. Too often
we see shooters taking a gun from its case with the muzzle pointed towards other shooters
or the parking lot. All that needs to be done to be more safe is to turn the case so that the
gun is pointed down range before removing (or placing) it from (in) the case.

Remember the old rule:
“Don’t ever point a gun at something you don’t intend to destroy.”
We add the following:
“Don’t ever point a gun at something you don’t intend to destroy,
even casually, even when you think it is empty!”
Chief Range Safety Officer
RSO@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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.22 Pistol Division
We had a great turn out for August—51
shooters of which 10 were juniors. We
are pleased to see parents bring their
child/children out to learn the shooting
sports—learning how to safely handle a
firearm, learning range commands, and
having fun.
In May the division had our Troop Donation match and again successfully raised
$850 to help supply special items for our
service men and women overseas. Some
boxes were sent to the Wounded Warriors
Program (Soldiers’ Angels Foundation) at
Landstuhl Hospital. Wounded soldiers
from Iraq or Afghanistan are medevaced
to the Regional Medical Center in Germany. Who would think something as
simple as chewing gum would be so appreciated! (See thank you from Mary Ann
Phillips)
We are proud to support our military, and
we want to thank you who donate to help
us help others.
Sue Little
22pistol@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
***********************

A Thank You from the Angels at
Landstuhl hospital in Germany
We were so excited - and grateful
- to receive your generous donations this
summer! We received the shaving cream
and other toiletries you sent in June and
August. The gum was also a big hit. It
was all gone within days! Thank you so
much!

You and all of our donors kept us
busy this summer with your donations,
which were unpacked and distributed as
fast as they came in. Please know that the
patients sent to Landstuhl are very thankful and touched to know so many people
back home love and support them.
I recently took a picture of our
receiving room filled with boxes and
posted it on the blog. Maybe you'll see
one of yours!
Thank you again for making a difference to our wounded warriors during
their stay at Landstuhl.
Hugs from Germany,
MaryAnn

From their Website
As the official Soldiers' Angels organization in Germany, since 2003 our mission
has been to support patients medevaced to
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center from
Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Shotgun Notes
Since this is the FALL issue, we
should soon see some FALLing
temps...but in the meantime, keep cool
and drink lots of water while on the range.
My thanks to everyone for their understanding when after a rain we seem to
have a few trap wiring and battery failures. I can only imagine how much of an
issue this must be for clubs located in the
wet part of this country. Boy am I glad to
be in Arizona! Please remember that the
shotgun staff does it's best to keep every
trap and station operational, so if you experience any problems or the wind makes
a target unsafe to shoot, etc., please report
it asap so that we can fix the problem.
Safety is always our primary concern
and this time of year we welcome lots of
new and inexperienced shooters who may
not know the rules or the reason WHY
these rules are in place. Please let the
staff know if we need to give a friendly
reminder to someone regarding the importance and inflexibility of safety.
There are lots of events yet to happen in 2013. Here are a few:
Trap Events for the rest of 2013:
Registered Dbls marathons Mondays Oct
14, Nov 11, and Dec 9
50-50-50 Fun shoots Thursdays Sept 19,
Oct 18, Oct 24, Nov 14, Dec 5 and Dec
19.
The RSTT scholastic clay target program starts in October and runs through
May of 2014. This is a great program for
young people to learn to shoot the shotgun venues safely and correctly. If you
know of potential prospects in grades 5 12 check out the Rio webpage for all the
details.
Rio will host two sporting clays tournaments yet this year. The Hedge Hog
open will be held on Sat. Oct. 19th and

the Cholla Open will be Sat. Dec.
7th. Both events will consist of a 100 target Main and a Rio 50 after the main for
those who just can't get enough
fun. Speaking of registered sporting
clays, please check out the resurrected
and improved ASCA website. Past, present and future events, scores and information are now current and updated regularly. Check out how and where to shoot,
the instructors list, shoot programs, etc. It
is a thing of beauty!!! (Thank J.B. and
Terry when you see them.)
November brings back the ever popular simulated Dove Flurry on Sat. Nov.
23rd and Sun. Nov. 24th AND our annual
Turkey Shoot on Sun. Nov. 24th. These
events are great fun AND you can win
your Thanksgiving dinner!!
Remember to visit our webpage and
calendar for all events and any changes
that may be made.
Thanks again to all the patrons of
this facility for making it the great place it
is. Keep your head on the stock and your
eye on the target.
Your sweet lovable target setter,
Jim
shotgun@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Beware of our wonderful legless
critters around the range, you never
know when and where those rascals
will pop up.
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Welcome to Cowboy Fast Draw
with the Rio Salado Vaqueros!
Summer will have turned to fall by the
time you read this. In case you were awonderin’, that happened September 22nd
this year at 0:dark-thirty. You can’t really
tell, though--it’s still hot enough to melt
wax!
The changing seasons mark the passing of
time as this ole’ world makes another lap
around the sun and, with the passing of
time, we sometimes loose some friends
along the way. Rio Salado Vaquero
Member F.H. Shimer (a.k.a, Lester P.
Larceny, Esq.), passed from this Earth on
the 18th of July. Lester was a CFDA Life
Member and a frequent contributor on the
CFDA Telegraph with something around
600 posts. Known to hundreds of friends
in the Fast Draw world as an outspoken
proponent of fair sport and the Cowboy
Way, his Tag Line was “Voice in Membership is Good if That Voice is for the
Membership and not Him Self.” That
about says it all right there. God Speed,
Lester P. Larceny. We surely do miss
you.
Local CFDA competitor Arizona Red finally got hitched, with he and his fiance
tying the knot of matrimony after some 20
years of companionship.
Sez’ Red:
“We've known each other for over 20
years and had to learn and make our own
mistakes in life, but we've finally realized
that together we make a great team and
the world is right (for us).” Congrats to
Arizona Red and to your Bride!
But here’s the question I wanna’ ask Arizona Red: Can your new bride shoot?
Cowboy Fast Draw is not just for cowboys--cowgirls are welcome, too. Please,

ladies, come on down. You’ll meet some
of the most charming and polite cowboys
in the Arizona Territory! And we’re kidfriendly, too. Just ask, we’d be happy to
fill in the details.
Some serious competitions in Cowboy
Fast Draw happened in July and August
with members from the Rio Salado Vaqueros (RSV) and our brothers and sisters
from the Association of Arizona Gunslingers (AAG) and Old Pueblo Gunfighters (OPG) shooting it out with the best in
the business. It begins with the Southern
Territorial Championships in Odessa,
Texas which was hosted by the Southern
Territorial Clubs on July 28th, 29th, and
30th. Venom (RSV) and Thirsty (AAG)
placed 1st and 2nd respectively, with No
Name, Pork Rind (RSV) and Gunslick
Mick (RSV) putting on a good show.
Miss Kitty (AAG) gave those Texas girls
a run for their money with a fast time
of .575.
In August, shooters from the Arizona Territory headed north to Pagosa Springs,
Colorado for the Colorado State Championships hosted by the San Juan Shootists.
Just so’s you know, 15 out of the 67
shooters were from Arizona...the largest
contingent from any State! How about
that! I can’t list ‘em all, but for the Ladies, the top finishers were Miss Kitty
(AAG) taking 1st place and Southwest
KC (RSV) wrapping up 5th place. For
the men, Muletrain (RSV) and Rodeo Romeo came in at 11th and 12th place respectively.
The Powder Horn Ranch Regulators
hosted the South Dakota State Championships in mid-August with The Draw
(RSV) representing the Arizona.
CFDA continued
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Don’t let the “Super Senior” category fool
ya’...The Draw was shooting in the high
3’s. Immediately after that contest, the
CFDA U.S. Nationals commenced with
The Draw doing that voodoo that he do so
well. He pulled down a solid 2nd Place.
Laripin (RSV) and Buckboard Jer (RSV)
also gave ‘em...um, heck. Well done,
gents. You can find all the results for the
contests at: www.cowboyfastdraw.com.

Bart Carr) by email at muletrain2010@msn.com. You can also contact The Draw (Francis Carlos), Cowboy
Fast Draw Division Director, by email at
thedraw2011@gmail.com.

Of course, I have to mention the granddaddy event coming up October 3rd...The
Fastest Gun Alive World Championship
of Cowboy Fast Draw in Fallon, Nevada .
This event settles it once and for all: Who
IS the Fastest Gun Alive? From what I
hear over the Telegraph, there may be as
many as 250 shooters walking to the line.
Put yer’ ear to the ground and I know you
will hear the thunder from all those guns.
If the range at Rio looks a little empty,
it’s because everyone will be there.

Francis Carlos

The Rio Salado Vaqueros shoot the second Saturday of every month at Pistol
Bay 1, just east of the Public Range at Rio
Salado Sportsman’s Club. Things get
rolling ‘round about 8AM with a safety
meeting. Shooting starts shortly after
that. Stop on by. We’d love to show you
around the sport.
To learn more about Cowboy Fast Draw,
you can visit the CFDA online at
www.cowboyfastdraw.com. You’ll find
wagon-loads of great information about
the sport including the CFDA rule book,
events, testimonials, and the ever popular
Alias List.
Also, visit the Rio Salado Vaqueros on
the web at www.riosaladovaqueros.com.
If y’all need even more info, feel free to
contact RSV President Muletrain (a.k.a.

Be safe and shoot straight,
Longeye
RSV Club Scribe
CowboyFastDraw@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

***********************
HerHandgun
is the culprit
Ooh lala!
If you’ve spent any time at the practical
matches, Rob Leatham’s Intro to Steel, or
TNS, you may have noticed an increased
number of lady competitors.
Many of our HerHandgun ladies are starting to venture into competition now.
Next year we will be traveling to out of
town matches proudly representing Mesa
and “shooting Mecca of the world” and
specifically Rio Salado Sportsmans Club!
Hope the guys don’t mind being beat by a
girl!
Come Join Us!
www.HerHandgun.com
info@HerHandgun.com
Kippi & Debbie
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From the Historian’s Pen
The 8 MM Murata
The type 22 as it is known was produced
from 1889 to 1897 at the Tokyo Arsenal
with about 100,000 made which isn’t very
many. It was the first smokeless military
rifle made by Japan. Unfortunately it carried over a lot of the characteristics of the
earlier black powder guns. The going
price reflects that fact. The designation of
the model 22 was the year of the reign of
the Meiji Emperor (Hirohito's grandfather), i.e. 1889. The gun was designed by
Tsuneyoshi Murata.
It is the first smokeless round that Japan
produced for the military and it is called
the 8 X 53 Murata. The type 22 took
some obsolete features from earlier rifles
and adopted them. It has a tubular magazine with a cutoff which, similar to the
Kropotchek or 71/84 Mauser which requires that flat nose bullets must be used
to avoid a chain detonation. Further, it has
one large locking lug, which is also the
bolt handle. There is a small lug on the
bolt but it value is debatable. Some of the
early ammo was loaded with black powder but it isn’t necessary if you are careful
and the gun is in good shooting shape. If
in doubt have it checked out prior to
shooting. The head of the bolt is removable as in older designs and has to be
taken off to remove or insert the bolt.
That would be a draw back in a military
situation, as you need a flat head screwdriver to perform that operation. There is
also a lever on the side which makes it a

single shot or the magazine can be used.
The gun has a three piece cleaning rod,
which is located in the stock as opposed
to a single piece located under the barrel.
There is a small opening in the butt plate
that taps open to hold the rods. While the
gun isn’t as well designed as the Mausers
of the period it is none the less a very interesting collectable.
If you are looking for shootable ammo
good luck. There are few if anyone who
makes it so you are pretty much on your
own. Military ammo is not even an option as it is too scarce and valuable to
shoot even if it would go off. However if
you are an experienced reloader you can
make your own ammo. The parent cases
is the 7.62 X 54 Russian that is shortened
and necked up to take the .329 diameter
bullet that it requires.
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
Historian@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Those Who Have Left the Range
We Will Miss You

Bob Wheat
2012
John Olson
2012
Robert Collins
2012
Paul L. Fischhaber
2012
Allen Medlock
2013
Marty Kolodziej
2013
Ed Zorz
2013
Edwin Orenberg
2013

PROCEDURES FOR JANUARY, 2014
ELECTION OF CLUB OFFICERS
1. Proxies will not be used in this election.
2. Voting will be by mail, as well as ballots put in the Ballot Boxes located at
the Main Range and the Activity Center. Ballots and copies of Candidate Biographies may be obtained from the Main Range or Activity Center, or
downloaded from the Rio Salado Sportsman's Club website. Ballots and Candidate Biographies will be sent in the Ricochet to those who do not have EMail. There will be NO nominations from the floor on Election Day, January
11, 2014. Write-in candidates will be accepted on the ballots. Only ballots of
members with a valid membership as of the election will be counted.
3. All members must mail their votes to the Club by January 3rd. A locked
Ballot Box will be placed only at the Main Range and the Activity Center by
November 1, 2013. The Range Manager will be responsible for the Ballot
Boxes, but will not have a key to the locks. The Range Manager will brief the
Range staff on election procedures and accepting ballots.
4. A Ballot Box will also be available at the range for members to deposit their
ballots no later than 2 P.M. of Election Day.
5. Members who join or renew at the range on or before Saturday, January 11,
2014, will be given a ballot. They can complete the ballot and deposit it in the
Ballot Box no later than 2:00 p.m. on Election Day.
6. The Junior Division Director will be responsible for counting the votes. The
Membership Chairman will provide a list of members to the Junior Division
Director to verify ballots. The Junior Division Director will announce the results at the annual meeting.
7. The Range Manager will retain custody of the ballots in case of a recount.
At such a time as determined by the Board of Directors the ballots may be destroyed.
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Candidates for Executive Board 2013-2014
Bios for President:
Terry Abbott
I have been serving on the Board
of Directors as your President or Executive officer since 2006. I continue to enjoy working with the rest of the Board
and the great staff we have at RSSC to
improve our club and facilities. With the
many volunteer members we have made a
lot of progress together and the variety of
shooting events and programs we have at
RSSC are among the best in the country.
There is always more to be done and I am
excited about the future of our great club.
Per our bylaws I have one more year of
eligibility for the office of President. I
would appreciate your support in the upcoming election.

Bios for Vice President:
Jim Neff
Rio Members,
For those who don’t know me I
would like to introduce myself. I am Jim
Neff
I am asking for your support in being allowed to serve as the Vise President for
another year.
I served for two years as the Black
Powder division head and Four years as
the Chief Instructor before being elected
to the office of Vice President last year.
Being involved with Rio for over fourteen
years with seven on the board of directors, I am informed of the issues that face
us and the history of how we got here. I
will continue to work with the other mem-

bers of our board to help with the continuing success or our facility.

Bios for Secretary:
Sue Little
My name is Sue Little and I am
running for the office of Secretary of Rio
Salado Sportsman’s Club. Originally
from Montana, I’ve been in Arizona since
1987 teaching school until I retired in
2007 (after 31 years in the educational/
counseling field). I then returned to
school to learn a new skill in the holistic
health field.
I joined RSSC in 2003 and have
participated and competed in all the practical divisions. Since 2007 I have been
the .22 Pistol Division Director and have
been a part of the Troop Donation
matches to support our military abroad
sending boxes filled with special goodies
twice a year. I have also been chairperson
for the RSSC Scholarship Committee for
the past 4 years.
I’m a member of the NRA and am
a certified RO (2005) with a Multi-gun
Endorsement (2010). I support the
Women of USPSA and have participated
in “Babes With Bullets” program and our
“Her Handgun” ladies group here at
RSSC.
It would be a privilege to give
back to RSSC for the many hours of
shooting camaraderie I’ve enjoyed.
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Candidates for Executive Board 2013-2014
Bios for Treasurer:
Ed Roberts
My name is Ed Roberts and I am
running for the office of Treasurer. Over
the past several years I have served as
both Treasurer and Executive Officer and
also been very involved with the Junior
Division. During that time I have helped
with many projects around the range and
also written grants that have generated
many thousands of dollars. I welcome
your vote and confidence in 2014.

Bios for Executive Officer:
Paul Sherman
My name is Paul Sherman and I
am asking for the opportunity and privilege to serve you once again as the RSSC
Executive Officer in 2014. Since being
elected last year, I have worked passionately along side my fellow Board members to ensure that RSSC remains a premier recreational shooting venue. We
have accomplished much together in the
last year including undertaking largescale range improvements across the club
from the Main Range to Shotgun. Hopefully you have had the opportunity to enjoy some of these improvements. Maybe
you’ve seen the construction on the Main
range intake or enjoyed challenging clay
target presentations thrown on our newly
acquired fleet of traps. If re-elected I intend to continue to work with our Membership and Board to ensure that RSSC
continues to improve and grow.
My professional background includes over 18 years of executive man-

agement of small and medium sized businesses with an emphasis on P&L responsibility, contract and vendor administration, litigation management, and budgeting and forecasting. I am a fiscal conservative dedicated to making the most of
your membership dollars.
My personal interests lie in the
shotgun sports, defensive handgun, and
tactical rifle disciplines. I have had the
good fortune to hunt birds and big game
all around the world. I also enjoy smallbore rimfire shooting and muzzleloading.
I am a U.S. Army veteran, having served
with recognition in Desert Shield and Desert Storm.
I’m grateful for your consideration
for the incumbent position of Executive
Officer and am hopeful to serve your interests once again at RSSC throughout
next year.

Bios for Chief Instructive:
Edgar Artiaga
Rio Members,
For those who don’t know me I
would like to introduce myself. I am Edgar Artiaga, I have had the honor and
privilege of being the Chief Instructor for
2013.
I now ask you to allow me to continue to
serve as the Chief Instructor for 2014.
My NRA Certifications include;
Rifle, Pistol, Shot Gun, Personal Protection In the Home, Personal Protection
Outside the Home and Chief Range
Safety Officer. But that is not what makes
me qualified to serve as Chief Instructor,
it’s the commitment and dedication I have
for RSSC.

Official Ballot
Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club, Inc.
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF OFFICERS
Annual Election – January 11, 2014
PLEASE CHECK ONE FOR EACH OFFICE

PRESIDENT:
 Terry Abbott



__________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

VICE-PRESIDENT:
 Jim Neff



__________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

SECRETARY
 Sue Little



__________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

TREASURER
 Ed Roberts



__________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
 Paul Sherman



__________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

CHIEF INSTRUCTOR
 Edgar Artiaga

 __________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

———————————————————————————————————————————————————-(PLEASE NOTE: Your printed name, signature and Member number is MANDATORY for your ballot to be

valid.)

___________________________
Print Member’s Name

/ _________________
Membership Number

___________________________
Member’s Signature

Please sign, enclose (BALLOT ONLY) in an envelope, and mail to:

RSSC BALLOT, 3960 N Usery Pass Rd, Mesa AZ 85207-9702
Postmarked NLT 12/31/13 OR you may drop at any time in the LOCK BOX at the Range until 2:00 pm 01/11/2014.

Election Ballot
For
VOTE
VOTE
2014
Please sign, enclose (BALLOT ONLY) in an envelope, and mail to:

RSSC BALLOT, 3960 N Usery Pass Rd, Mesa AZ 85207-9702
Postmarked NLT 12/31/13 OR you may drop at any time in the LOCK BOX at the Range until 2:00 pm
01/11/2014.

