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From the Main Range:
AMMO
Did you know that the main range now has Fiocchi ammunition for sale for our members?
We offer 22 LR (high velocity), .223, 9MM and 40 S&W. We have limited quantities
available so please see the cashier to purchase.
TARGETS
We have added Splatterburst targets to our assortment of targets. We have 12” X 18” Silhouettes and 8” Bullseyes available. Splatterburst targets display the “hit” with a bright
yellow spot. The targets are available to purchase from the cashier.
LOWER DIVISION SIGN IN
All members who are qualified to shoot on the lower ranges, must sign in at the Main
Range before proceeding to the lower ranges. If you bring a guest, the guest must also
sign a waiver and pay the guest fee.
“SIGHTING IN”
. Its time again for the hunting season. A few tips before you head out to
the range for some practice and sighting in. Check all the screws on your
scope mount to make sure they are snug. They don`t have to be gorilla tight
just snug. Same goes for those action screws that keep your stock and
barreled action together.
If you have not shot your rifle in awhile, check your zero at 25 yards to start
with. Or if you have never sighted in that new scope, start at 25 yards also.
You will save your self time, ammo and money doing this.
Practice those shooting positions once you do sight in your rifle. Not likely
you find a 400 pound shooting bench in the wild. Work on standing, prone,
sitting and kneeling. Use a sling or bi-pod to steady that prone position.
Standing, well there is no substitute for good old practice and lots of it.
Thom Schuett/Matt Hendricks
Rso@rsscaz.com

Board Meeting
Third Wednesday of
Every Month
You are welcome to attend.
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CANDIDATES FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD 2014 - 2015
BIOS For PRESIDENT


Sue Little
My name is Sue Little and I am running for the office of President of
Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club for 2015. I’ve served on the Board of
Directors as this year’s Secretary and prior to that as .22 Pistol Division Director for 7 years. Our division was instrumental in the Troop
Donation matches which helped raise funds in an effort to support our
military abroad with “care” packages. I have been chairperson of the
Scholarship Committee for 6 years and am presently the co-chair of
the 2015 Annual Meeting Event.

Having 31 years experience in the educational/counseling field, I now am self employed in
the holistic health field. Most of my interests/hobbies lend themselves to being outdoors—fly fishing, golf, traveling, and the shooting sports. I joined RSSC in 2003 and
have participated and competed in all the Practical divisions receiving my RO certification
in 2005 and Multi-gun Endorsement in 2010. I’m a strong supporter of the NRA, Women
of USPSA and HerHandgun ladies group at RSSC.
So many positive changes have been made at our range and I want to be a part of the continuing process of expanding and improving what we have to offer our membership from
supporting our youth and ladies programs to the continuing effort to expand our range facilities.
I would appreciate your support in the upcoming election.

BIOS For VICE PRESIDENT


Jeff Kelly
My name is Jeff Kelly and I am currently the interim Vice President
at Rio Salado Sportsman's Club and wish to continue by running for
the office of Vice President. I am a Arizona Native, and started
shooting at Rio Salado in the NRA safety course as a junior. I have
been a member of RSSC almost 20 years and currently am the Belt
Fed Match director in the Full Auto Division.

I participate in many of the shooting divisions at RSSC including 3
gun, Pistol, sporting clays, high power, 22 pistol and Full Auto. My
day job has been with Honeywell Aerospace for 24 years working on Military and Commercial Propulsion systems.
I would appreciate your consideration for the privilege to continue to serve RSSC.
BIOS For VICE PRESIDENT continued
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CANDIDATES FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD 2014 - 2015
BIOS For VICE PRESIDENT continued


Paul Sherman
My name is Paul Sherman and I am your candidate for the position of
Vice President of the Rio Salado Sportsman's Club. I have served on
the Board of Directors for the last two consecutive years as your Executive Officer.

During these two years I have worked diligently with the Board and
Membership to make many physical improvements to our range including the lighting on the Practical Ranges and the New Main Range Intake Building. I have also worked to reinforce our relationships with
the National Forest Service and AZG&F, and worked on other significant projects like the
Shotgun Range Expansion and our newest Education Center & Youth Airgun Range.
My professional history includes tenures as Director of Business Development and Vice
President for Third Party Project Management firms as well as small business ownership.
I am currently the Purchasing Manager for one of the nation's premier NSSF 5-Star Indoor
Shooting Ranges and firearms retailers. With over two decades of successful business
management experience, I am a fiscal conservative who is focused on controlled, sustainable growth of recreational shooting opportunities for our Membership.
As your Vice President I will continue to act in the best long term interests of our Membership and Club. Please don't forget to cast your vote in this year's election. Thank you
for your support.

BIOS For SECRETARY


Terry Abbott
My name is Terry Abbott. Having served as your President for the last
four years I have concluded the maximum consecutive term of office
according to the RSSC by-laws. I am, however, allowed to seek another office on the executive board.

BIOS For SECRETARY continued
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CANDIDATES FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD 2014 - 2015

BIOS For SECRETARY continued
There are many projects in the planning stages and I would like to continue offering my
assistance to see them through to completion. I have been very involved in our efforts to
acquire a special use permit from Tonto National Forest and expand our ability to offer
more shooting opportunities.
This will be a long term project and I would like to continue involvement in that effort as
well. Lastly, we will have a new President. The job of running RSSC has grown tremendously since my first term as President. It takes a real team effort to move forward in the
many areas of responsibility that the Executive Board is tasked with. I would like to offer
my assistance to the new President, whoever that may be, so that we can continue moving
forward to a bright future. I ask your support in electing me to the office of Secretary.

BIOS For TREASURER


Ed Roberts
My name is Ed Roberts and I am a candidate for Treasurer on the
Rio Salado Board. I currently hold that position and have for several years, with a break in the middle as Executive Officer. The
Treasurer’s job is to work with the Financial Manager and CPA to
insure all financial responsibilities are handled, and to report financial status at the monthly meeting of the full Board.

I am retired from Motorola and Computer Services Corporation as a project manager and
manager of IT technical staff. I am also currently Treasurer and past Vice President of the
AZ State Rifle & Pistol Association, and a current coach and past director of the Junior
Division for more than 10 years.
I look forward to another year as Treasurer and hope to have your vote.
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CANDIDATES FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD 2014 - 2015

BIOS For EXECUTIVE OFFICER


John Brakeman
The Executive Officer on RSSC BOD is the person that “advises the
President, Executive Board, Board of Directors and any employees of
the Club on the acquisition, remodeling, construction, maintenance
and operations of all ranges and facilities on, or pertaining to, said
ranges.”

As an NRA Life Member who has 20 years experience planning, procuring and constructing commercial and public facilities, I believe
that I have the background to be an effective Executive Officer for the Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club Board of Directors. I currently serve on the Legislative District 12 Executive
Board and have experience serving organizations in an executive capacity. I’ve volunteered at NRA EVC events, am a member of the NRA 2nd Amendment Task Force and
actively lobby for better firearm rights protection locally and nationally. I’ve always been
a strong advocate of the duty for all citizens to actively learn and train with firearms.
RSSC has been a part of my family for years and I hope to be able to give back to the organization by serving on the Board in 2015.
Please accept this letter as my submittal as candidate for Executive Officer at RSSC.

BIOS For CHIEF INSTRUCTOR


Norris Lee Nelson
My name is Norris Lee Nelson and I would like to be our Chief Instructor
for Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club. I first started by getting my NRA Pistol
Instructor Certificate and discovered a fire that burned out of control. I
have a passion for the shooting sports, and more importantly firearms
safety. I was tired of watching the shooters around me be unsafe and decided to try and help. I soon became a NRA certified instructor in, Home
Firearms Safety, Personal Protection In The Home, Personal Protection
Outside The Home, and finally a Chief Range Safety Officer.
BIOS For CHIEF INSTRUCTOR continued
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CANDIDATES FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD 2014 - 2015

BIOS For CHIEF INSTRUCTOR continued
I will be the first one to tell you, I do not know it all, but if you need to learn, or know
something, I will find the answer with the extreme wealth of knowledge at our club and
the NRA. I have always been proud to consider Rio Salado my home club. I will also continue my firearms education with the NRA in shotgun, rifle, and muzzleloader. It would be
my honor and privilege to be our Chief Instructor. We need to train, train, and train some
more. A well-trained shooter is a safe shooter.

January 10, 2015
ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING
At The Viewpoint at 3:00pm
More details at a later date.
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PROCEDURES FOR JANUARY 2015
ELECTION OF CLUB OFFICERS
1. Proxies will not be used in this election.
2. Voting will be by mail, as well as ballots put in the Ballot Boxes located at
the Main Range and the Activity Center. Ballots and copies of Candidate Biographies may be obtained from the Main Range or Activity Center, or downloaded from the Rio Salado Sportsman's Club website. Ballots and Candidate
Biographies will be sent in the Ricochet to those who do not have E-Mail.
There will be NO nominations from the floor on Election Day, January 10,
2015. Write-in candidates will be accepted on the ballots. Only ballots of
members with a valid membership as of the election will be counted.
3. All members must mail their votes to the Club by January 3rd. A locked
Ballot Box will be placed only at the Main Range and the Activity Center by
November 1, 2014. The Range Manager will be responsible for the Ballot
Boxes, but will not have a key to the locks. The Range Manager will brief the
Range staff on election procedures and accepting ballots.
4. A Ballot Box will also be available at the range for members to deposit their
ballots no later than 2 P.M. of Election Day.
5. Members who join or renew at the range on or before Saturday, January 10,
2015, will be given a ballot. They can complete the ballot and deposit it in the
Ballot Box no later than 2:00 p.m. on Election Day.
6. The Junior Division Director will be responsible for counting the votes. The
Membership Chairman will provide a list of members to the Junior Division
Director to verify ballots. The Junior Division Director will announce the results at the annual meeting.
7. The Range Manager will retain custody of the ballots in case of a recount.
At such a time as determined by the Board of Directors the ballots may be destroyed.

Official Ballot

JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 2014

Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club, Inc.
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF OFFICERS
Annual Election – January 10, 2014
PLEASE CHECK ONE FOR EACH OFFICE

PRESIDENT:
 Sue Little

 __________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

VICE-PRESIDENT:
 Jeff Kelly

 __________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

 Paul Sherman

SECRETARY
 Terry Abbott

 __________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

TREASURER
 Ed Roberts

 __________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
 John Brakeman

 __________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

CHIEF INSTRUCTOR
 Norris Lee Nelson

 __________________________
(Write-in Candidate)

———————————————————————————————————————————————————-(PLEASE NOTE: Your printed name, signature and Member number is MANDATORY for your ballot to be

valid.)

___________________________
Print Member’s Name

/ _________________
Membership Number

___________________________
Member’s Signature

Please sign, enclose (BALLOT ONLY) in an envelope, and mail to:

RSSC BALLOT, 3960 N Usery Pass Rd, Mesa AZ 85207-9702
Postmarked NLT 12/31/14 OR you may drop at any time in the LOCK BOX at the Range until 2:00 pm 01/10/2015.
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Welcome to Cowboy Fast Draw with the Rio Salado Vaqueros!
For those who have not heard of us, Cowboy Fast Draw is a Division at Rio Salado
Sportsman’s Club. The name of our outfit is the Rio Salado Vaqueros, and we are affiliated with the Cowboy Fast Draw Association (CFDA). We shoot on the second Saturday of
each month at Pistol Bay 1, just to the east of the Public Range and the fourth Wednesday of each month for an evening practice, also at PB1.
Summer is pretty much done--yeehaww--so our regular schedule is now in effect for
the Saturday morning shoots. Shooter registration is at 8:00AM followed by a shooters
meeting at 8:30AM. Competition begins after the shooters meeting. Sometimes we do a
competition-style “3X” contest, other times we do a no-”X” or “I came to Shoot” contest.
Either way, we aim to have fun and we always hit that target every time. The Wednesday
evening practice shoot gets started around 5:30 PM and goes ‘til around 8:00 PM or until
we run out of ammo. If you are new to Cowboy Fast Draw, Wednesday evening shoots
are a great place to start.
The CFDA’s Southern Territorial Championship in Odessa Texas found a couple of our
regular competitors in the winners circle. Miss Kitty came in first for the Ladies with a fast
time of .435. Rodeo Romeo (the dude with the EXTREME lean) was in the gunfight of his
life against our very own Francis “The Draw” Carlos. Rodeo Romeo came in first for the
Men with a blazing fast time of .388, just enough to hand The Draw a very respectable
2nd. Francis did wrap up the Old Timers category with a solid win.
The back-to-back Colorado State and Four Corners Fast Draw Championships saw a
bunch of our Arizona friends do pretty darned well. Miss Kitty did it again in the Four Corners shoot with a first place for the ladies. The Rio Salado Vaqueros President, Bart
“Muletrain” Carr was at the top of the list for the Colorado State “We Came To Shoot”
contest.
The next stop is The CFDA’s “Fastest Gun Alive” World Championship of Cowboy Fast
Draw, October 1st through the 5th in fabulous Fallon, Nevada. Yup...it’s way better than
‘Vegas!
One more thing before I wrap up here: Cowboy Fast Draw is not just for cowboys-cowgirls are welcome, too. Please, ladies, come on down. You’ll meet some of the most
charming and polite cowboys in the Arizona Territory! And we’re kid-friendly, too. Just
ask, we’d be happy to fill in the details.

To learn more about the sport of Cowboy Fast Draw, you can visit the CFDA
online at www.cowboyfastdraw.com. You’ll find wagon-loads of great information
about the sport including the CFDA rule book, events, testimonials, and the ever
popular Alias List.
Also, visit the Rio Salado Vaqueros on the web at www.riosaladovaqueros.com.
If y’all need even more info, feel free to contact RSV President Bart “Muletrain”
Carr by email at muletrain2010@msn.com. You can also contact Francis “The
Draw” Carlos, Cowboy Fast Draw Division Director, by email at
thedraw2011@gmail.com.
Be safe and shoot straight,
Longeye

Francis Carlos
cfd@rsscaz.com
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HerHandgun
“Firearms Training For Women….by Women”. This is what draws ladies to
HerHandgun. Instructor experience is what keeps them coming back. With
at least 20yrs experience each, Kippi & Debbie continue to introduce more
and more women into the wonderful world of shooting.
A few of the more seasoned ladies are traveling to competitions outside
of our local matches and others are building their skills each month at our
practice sessions. We want to wish a special “good luck” to Sandy! She will
be competing at Nationals this month for her first time!
Also this month, we want to welcome Caren and Mary. After some initial skepticism, they took one class and are now hooked!
We are very proud of our HerHandgun ladies. They are demonstrating safe
gun handling and increased accuracy each time we see them.
Come join us!
Kippi Leatham & Debbie Keehart
www.HerHandgun.com
Info@HerHandgun.com
We are also on Facebook!
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Shotgun Notes
In honor of Fall arriving, I would like to say something warm and gracious..." Good
gracious it's warm!"
Summer brought the usual slowdown on our shotgun range. Still we had a great
mix of shooters. Trap, wobble trap, 5 stand, tokens, and sporting clays shooters
enjoyed all the different venues that Rio has to offer. It is great to see all the regulars plus new shooters.
Please check the Rio website and calendar for upcoming events. In addition to
the usual casual shooting, we do have registered trap doubles once a month, 5050-50 fun shoots twice a month, our annual turkey shoot and simulated dove flurry, and two registered sporting clays before years end.
The SCTP year is about to begin. Do you have youngsters or know of any that
would be interested in joining a program that provides a safe environment, qualified coaches, great instruction, targets and ammo two Friday nights a month Oct.
thru April, opportunity to make new friends and shoot for fun or competition at local, state and national levels? If so, check our website link and sign up online or
in person. All participants will receive safety training before shooting. Guns are
provided for the youngsters or they can use their own provided the gun is sound
and does not have an external hammer. It is a great deal so come out and check
it out!
You may have noticed that some of the SC stations are temporarily closed while
we remove, powder coat, and replace the card reader boxes. Thank you for your
patience while we continue to renovate and upgrade our beautiful facility.
VOTE!!!
Thanks to all.
Your sweet lovable target setter etc., etc.
Jim
shotgun@rsscaz.com

Remember!
Wear your RSSC Member Badge at all times when on the Range .
You will need it for any member services or discounts.
It also helps you make New Friends!
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From the Historians Pen
Springfield model 1855
Anyone who followed the Civil War is aware that the model 61 in 58 caliber was one of the most common rifles of the war.
Both sides used the model 61 Springfield and the British Enfield
both in 58 caliber. The Enfield was more popular in the south as
they didn’t have the manufacturing capabilities of the north so
they purchased them from Great Britain. These guns are capable
of inflicting damage at several hundred yards. There were approximately 700,000 model 61 made.
A lesser-known rifle but it saw some use was the model 55
Springfield. It resembled the later model but was capable of using
the Maynard primer system. This system resembles the cap guns
we all used as kids because it utilizes a roll of primers. In theory,
it increased firepower. However, the problem was that it was not
very reliable as it had moisture and durability issues. They tried
several materials including foil to address the problems without
much success. Happily it also was able to utilize the conventional
percussion system. Most soldiers utilized that system over the roll
of caps. Prior to the model 55 most military rifles incorporated a
smooth bore and a round ball which limited their effective range to
about 75 yards. Since the Springfield has an effective range of
several hundred yards that changed the way wars were fought
though that took some time. The mini ball typically weighed 450
grains and velocity was in the neighborhood of 1,000 FPS. Even
at low velocities it inflicted very nasty wounds and would shatter
bones, which is one of the reasons that so many amputations were
performed. The other main reason was infections.
Production was about 60,000, today they are not very common, and one in original shape can fetch a premium price for a
collector. . The model 55 saw action in the Yakima war from 1855 to 1858. It allowed the
US soldiers to defeat the larger number of Indians because of its extended range and accuracy. While they fought well the Indians were not used to guns that shot so far and it demoralized them. The Civil war was the first major
war fought with modern type of weapons such as
cartridge and Gatling guns. In spite of that, the 58
caliber muzzle loading rifles killed and injured
more soldiers that all of the others combined.
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
Historian@rsscaz.com

