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The President’s Column
I am happy to report that things continue to run well at RSSC. We have
all the approvals necessary to proceed with our new maintenance building, and
I sincerely hope it will be in place before summer. We have applied for three
grants from Game and Fish for range improvements. One of these, for $25,000,
has already been approved and will be used for berm improvements on the
pistol bays, the other two grants are earmarked for expansion and improvement
of the main public range, if we get them.
The popularity of our Sporting Clays course continues to grow and it is
providing a much needed stream of income that is helping to offset the
increasing cost of operational expenses. Thanks to the hard work of all of our
division directors we continue to have good participation at matches held by all
the different disciplines.
All of us as members of RSSC should be thankful that our club is doing
so well, and offers so much. Other clubs and shooting ranges around the state
are not so lucky. Some of them are fighting encroachment, some are lacking
good leadership, and others are experiencing internal political turmoil that
threatens their very existence. The citizens of Flagstaff have been struggling to
get a range built for over ten years and still have nothing. This is a very sad
state of affairs for the whole shooting community and makes the existing
shooting facilities a very valuable commodity.
We must continue to work hard to protect what we have and cooperate
with each other in a positive way. This will benefit all of us and keep RSSC
open to future generations of shooters to enjoy. Thanks to all of you who
continue to donate your time and efforts to this goal.
Terry Abbott
President
Email: president@riosaladosportsmans.com

Email:
office@riosaladosportsmans.com
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
www.riosaladosportsmans.com
Pete Carstensen, Webmaster

********************
The range is closed on New
Years Day, Easter Sunday,
Thanksgiving Day, and
Christmas Day each year.

Got a Question, a Change of Address, email or other Membership Info?

Our Email address is: office@riosaladosportsmans.com
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VP Report
Our range is a very special place and full of very special people. There are times when it can be
incredibly peaceful as well. I had occasion this past Easter Sunday to get some work done for the office
computer system and took the opportunity to come out on one of the four days per year when the range is
closed. That gave me a chance to walk up the mountain behind the range and take in the beauty that is the
Arizona desert country. The sunlight glistened off the Superstition Mountains as my co-board member
Terry and I surveyed the desert floor below. Our range looked small compared to the mountain we were
against as well as did the communities we serve off in the distance. We talked about the history of our
range and how much work it took to get us to what we have today. Indeed, even on this holiday Sunday,
below us volunteer crews were setting up stages for the upcoming Superstition Mountain Mystery 3-Gun
match and others were working on Sporting Clays or on other areas of our range that needed attention.
Yes, it does take a lot of effort to keep our range working and meeting the needs of the growing
numbers of shooters using our range. We are blessed with members and staff with both incredible talent
and lots of energy to make this happen. I am very proud to be associated with these people and would like
to reach out to all the volunteers of Rio Salado who give so much so that our range remains the envy of
shooters throughout the world. Thank you so very much for all you do.
Pete Carstensen
Vice President
Email: vp@riosaladosportsmans.com
**************************************************************************************
Annual Elections
The Annual Members’ Meeting and annual Elections for the Executive Board are scheduled for
September 6, 2008. The elected offices are: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Executive Officer, and Chief Instructor. The Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club By-Laws has a short summary of
the duties of each position. A copy of the By-Laws is available for you to review in the Activity Center
Administrative Office.
All adult members are eligible to run for office, and are strongly urged to do so. Working on the
Executive Board is a great opportunity for members to contribute to the Club in a positive and on-going
way.
Interested members must submit their names and a short biography or statement (No more than half
a page) to the Range Manager by 15 June. Please note, the Club’s By-Laws requires Board Members to
be members of the National Rifle Association (NRA). If you are elected at the annual meeting you will
have to show evidence of your NRA membership at that time. Candidates’ names and bio’s (or statements) will be published in the summer issue of the Ricochet as well as put on our Website.
John Martin
Secretary
secretary@riosaladosportsmans.com
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WARNING FROM THE RANGE MANAGER
It has come to my attention and the Board that multiple serious infractions of Range rules have recently occurred. The most serious being that someone with a .50 caliber rifle shot holes in the steel silhouette gongs on the Hi-Power range. This is a clear violation of range policy. Those shooting .50 caliber rifles are not to shoot at steel targets! Any target that is used should be placed in such a manner that the bullets will impact a dirt berm. .50 caliber rifles in particular will carry a tremendous distance, even after deflecting off of rocks or hard ground. Shooting at rocks or boulders up on the mountain above the impact
areas is also strictly prohibited. This exact situation is what resulted in .50 caliber rifles being banned from
Ben Avery. This Board does not want to ban any legally owned firearm from RSSC. We do not want to
punish the many for the actions of one or two thoughtless people.
Other examples of violations include shooting the steel targets belonging to the Practical division
with rifles. The result is a crater in the steel which then makes the target unusable. The craters cause
splash back when hit with lead pistol ammunition, creating a safety hazard. These targets are very expensive. Intentionally shooting at Saguaro cactus, target stands, wind flags, etc. is also prohibited.
There are serious safety concerns behind our range rules. Violation of these rules puts the
whole club at risk. Any incident that resulted in an injury to someone because safety rules were violated
could result in having our range shut down.
Please respect the other users of RSSC by obeying the rules. Anyone caught violating these rules
will be asked to leave the range. Any member violating the rules is subject to having their membership
revoked.
Remember this is your Range. Keep it safe, keep it clean and ENJOY!!!
Bill Lagusis
Range Manager
rangemanager@riosaladosportsmans.com

Get the Latest Range and Match Information
Go to the RSSC Web Page
www.riosaladosportsmans.com
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VP—Report I get Letters!
Would you please explain the difference between the Usery Pass Pistol League, Rio Salado Practical Pistol, Red Mountain Action Pistol, Hosemasters, and Factory Gun? I’m looking for something that
would not immediately discourage me, as I am a novice. Also, for now the only pistol I have to compete
with is a Glock 23. I would really appreciate any advice on how to choose a league and class.—Jason
Hi Jason,
The different names listed are simply different matches we hold throughout the month. Most shooting ranges only have one match but we are one of the most active shooting clubs in the state and probably
one of the top ones in the country. All those you mentioned follow the USPSA rules except for the Factory
Gun which limits to only types of guns you can get without modifications.
For new shooters, I would strongly suggest that you come out to one of our Tuesday Night Steel
events. You can read more about it at www.riosaladosportsmans.com, but it is a very fun match that is
more simply scored and allows a wide variety of shooters with varied skills to come out together. We request that the first time you come out, you attend our free 30 minute safety class that begins each week
promptly at 6pm. Bring your equipment and you can shoot that same night. The cost is $10.00 and you
will need at least 100 rounds, a few high capacity magazines or at least 4 ten round mags, a holster, and
non-slip shoes. Eye and ear protection are also mandatory and you can get them at the range if you don’t
have them. Your Glock 23 is a fine gun to use so you should not have any problem at all. We generally
team you up with an experienced shooter the first time thru so you can ask questions along the way as well.
I guarantee you will have a terrific time.
USPSA shooting is a step up from the Tuesday Night Steel match and it is definitely worth checking out once you get some experience and confidence in handling your equipment. Safety is always paramount in the shooting sports and we have an excellent record to go along with it. We have over 23 top national and world class pistol champions that make their home at Rio Salado as well as many of us more
“normal” shooters that have advanced range officer training. You will come away feeling very comfortable as well as having a good time. Sorry, no vaccine for the ear-to-ear grin that is all too common!!
Pete Carstensen
Vice President
vp@riosaladosportsmans.com

Fun In The Sun Concessions is at the Main Range on the weekends!
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NFL Charity Event
By Terry Abbott

On February 2nd Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club was host to the
NFL Alumni Association’s Sporting Clays Team Challenge.
This was one of several charity events that the NFLA conducted
during Superbowl week to raise money for local youth charities. Many NFL greats, past and present, were
on hand to socialize with generous donors and enjoy a relaxing day shooting our unique sporting clays
course. The Arizona weather cooperated perfectly and provided a beautiful sunny day with temperatures in
the mid 60’s.
Participants started arriving around 7:30 and were treated to a great breakfast in the activity center,
provided by Famous Dave’s. After breakfast and registration everyone headed down to the Sporting Clays
course for an orientation and safety briefing. By 10:00 all the squads headed out to their assigned stations
and the fun began. For this event our normal out and back course design was converted to a 12 station linear course. This was necessary to accommodate so many people using the course simultaneously and to
avoid delays. A secondary trail was constructed down the back side of the course to allow people to be
transported back to the first station quickly. The additional trail also allowed the use of golf carts to move
people more efficiently.
Some of the well known NFL greats included Jack Youngblood, who played for the Rams back in
the 1970’s. Also on hand were Earl Morrall and Dick Anderson who played on the undefeated 72 Miami
Dolphins team. Bobby Bell, the great Kansas City Chiefs linebacker of the 60’s and 70’s joined the fun as
well. Bobby currently enjoys a career as a motivational speaker. He is a very funny guy and kept us all
laughing with his quick wit and hilarious one liners. Todd Kalis, who played college ball for ASU and
then went on to the NFL Minnesota Vikings, was high shooter with an 81. James Brown was second with
75, Jack Youngblood and Will Hodge tied for third at 74 each.
Preparation for this event started back in November when we received a phone call from the NFLA.
They were looking for a location to hold a Charity Sporting Clays shoot and had seen our website. After
talking it over we decided it would be good PR for us to help support local charities while at the same time
giving us the opportunity for more experience in conducting a large shoot on our Sporting Clays range.
Thanks to the efforts of many volunteers the event was very successful. We received high praise from the
NFLA President and organizing committee as well as the participants. I would especially like to thank Jim
Rasmussen for the lion’s share of the course preparation work and target setting, Range Manager Bill
Lagusis for coordinating the new trail work and spending his day off to work the event, Kevin Kasper for
assisting Jim in the course preparation and working the event. Thanks also to Ken Furr and the Cowboy
Division, who ran a side event that allowed everyone the opportunity to experience the fun of Cowboy Action shooting. It was a big hit and made for a unique addition to the main Sporting Clays event.
Over $20,000 dollars was raised to benefit youth charities in the Phoenix Metro area and NFLA has
indicated they would like to come back and work with us in the future. Once again, thanks to all who volunteered to help with this very worthwhile event.

From the time you pick up a firearm, you become part of a system over which you have complete control.
You are the only part of the system that can make a gun safe-or unsafe.
The National Shooting Sports Foundation
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Black Powder Division News
Welcome to Muzzle Stuffers Black Powder Competitions. We
shoot a Rifle competition the second Sunday of each month and a Pistol
competition the 4th Sunday of each month. Practice starts at about 8AM
and finishes around Noon.
We shoot patched round ball with black powder at 25 to 100 yards depending on the match. We
shoot off hand except for the juniors, rotating between paper and steel silhouette targets.
April 11 –13 is our State Championship shoot at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club, from 8AM- 6PM
th
the11 and 13th and 8AM-noon the competition will continue. We expect about 50 shooters from Sub
Juniors to 70 years plus. Camping is available.
If you would like to try this sport, call Tom Hoverson @ 602-292-3921. If you don’t own a black
powder rifle or pistol we always have extras if you would like to see what is like. You provide the body
and we will provide the enjoyment and equipment. There are between 15 and 35 shooters at each event
with a lot of helpful suggestions.
The main reasons many of our shooters come out are as follows.
• Leisurely shooting routine. (30 minutes for a 5 shot relay)
• Camaraderie (we are a very easy group of people to compete with)
• Inexpensive Sport ( $5 to $8 shooting fee)
• Prizes and awards given at rifle shoot and awards at the pistol shoot.
We have a Black Powder Cartridge Division that needs more competitors. If you are interested call
Tom Hoverson or send an email, or e-mail Mike Grennan @ mkgrennan@aol.com.
Tom Hoverson
Black Powder Division Director
Email: tom1757@aol.com
*******************************************************************************************************

Cowboy Division
Now if you are looking for some “down-loadable” videos of
what we do and how to get started then go to these links. They have been recommended by our new T.G.
as a good look-see…
Wolf_Wind_Walker_Videos
http://www.expertvillage.com/video-series/2459_cowboy-action-shooting.htm
Capt_George_Baylor’s_On_Line_Book
http://www.curtrich.com/gettingstarted.html
Ken Furr
Cowboy Division Director
cowboy@riosaladosportsmans.com

Gift Certificates
Available for purchase in the Activity Center Office
*** Individual Membership—Family Membership—Daily Membership—Sporting Clays ***
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Junior Division
Junior Division has had a very busy season so far. We have had 58 youth attend the monthly New
Shooter Safety Class. The class goes over general firearms safety rules and discusses many subjects with
an emphasis on marksmanship skills used in our program. The classroom session is about 90 minutes followed by supervised shooting on the line along with our current members. Many choose to join the Junior
Program but that is not required. Total membership is currently 65 and we normally have 25 or more on
the line each Thursday night.
Rio Salado has sponsored the USA Shooting AZ State Junior Olympics, NRA Junior Sectional
competitions for smallbore and precision air rifle competitions and also the Grand Canyon State Games
smallbore event so far this year. Later this season we will host the AZ State Junior 3-Position smallbore
Championship.
Congratulations to Christine Costello and Joyce Kim who both earned invitations to the USA
Shooting National Championship in Colorado Springs in April. That event is invitation only and is proud
to have 2 or more invited each of the past several years. Christine is captain of the shooting team at Nebraska State University and this is her last year as a junior. Joyce is a junior at Gilbert High and has been
traveling to major events every month and doing extremely well.
Junior Division received two very generous donations this year. Both were put to good use including addition of a target shed onto the smallbore building. This moved all of the target frames out of the
building and freed up considerable space. We also were awarded a grant from the NRA Foundation that
funded additional new equipment such as target rifles, shooting jackets, shooting mats. The NRA Foundation has been a big supporter of our program over the years and helped to make the Rio Junior Program the
largest and most active in Arizona and possibly in the surrounding states. You can help support future
grants by attending one of the Friends of NRA Dinner and Auctions held at various locations across the
state. The next is April 26 at Mesa Convention Center.
Many thanks to the coaches including Mike Costello, Bob LaMarca, Mike Franklin, and Myles
Gorin who donate several hours per week. Several parents also help out and that is much appreciated.
Ed Roberts
Director Junior Division
Juniors@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Beware of our wonderful legless critters around the range, you never know when and
where those rascals will pop up.
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Junior Division

The top 5 shooters of the club after the
Junior Olympics Air Rifle event in
December 2007.

Grand Canyon State Games
Award winners
June 2007

June 2007
End of the season BBQ, Awards, and Fun Shoot event. Picture taken by the Sporting Clays Range.
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3 Position Smallbore
Big news…Smallbore competition is expanding to Thursday mornings. For those of you who prefer to shoot during daylight hours, the smallbore range will be available for Prone and 3 position smallbore
practice and competition on Thursday mornings beginning April 1st. Practice and Matches will begin at
8:30 AM. You will have 20 minutes to fire an unlimited number of sighters plus 20 shots for record in the
prone matches, twice at 50 yards, twice at 100 yards, for Prone competition. During each 20 shot (+
unlimited sighters) match, 3 position shooters are welcome to shoot in any of the three positions. For more
information on the morning matches, please contact Jim Evenson (480.807.7741, arman772@aol.com) or
Bill Luth (480.807.7741, wluth@cox.net). The fee is $4.00 for adults and $2.00 for juniors (under 18).
The Tuesday evening 3 position matches (aka. smallbore rifle practice) will continue weekly. Since
this is an informal competition, you are free to shoot in any safe position. You can use the time to shoot all
of the targets from the same position or any combination of positions. If you just want to sight in your rifle, bring sandbags or other steady rest and shoot as much as much as you like. We also put targets at 50
feet for first time shooters or juniors. Please keep in mind we emphasize shooting safety; eye and ear protection are mandatory. Be at the range at 6:00 o’clock PM to set up your equipment: first rounds go downrange at 6:30 PM. The fee is $4.00 for adults and $2.00 for juniors (under 18). Members and nonmembers are invited. Hope to see you there!
Ray Sutyak
Three Position Smallbore Director
Email: 3p@riosaladosportsmans.com
*************************************************************************************
Twenty-Two Pistol
January was cold and wet; however, we had 15 who braved the weather and joined us. Unfortunately we did not have a match in February due to Spring Steel, and even more unfortunate, our March
match occurred on Easter Sunday. The Range was closed. We will be looking forward to the April 27
match and try to catch some of our winter visitors before they head back home. Come join us for some
fun--finally.
Sue Little
Twenty-Two Pistol Director
Email: 22pistol@riosaladosportsmans.com

Trivia Question: Name three important weapons that came out in the US in 1873.
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Hello Ladies
We would like to introduce ourselves to you here at the Rio Salado Sportsman's Club, Inc. We are
the Arizona Women’s Shooting Association. The AWSA (AZWSA) is a shooting group that was organized by women shooters.
Carol Ruh is the President, Debbie Kimmick is Vice President and Patsy Morris is Secretary. We
offer education on all levels of the shooting sport. For those who want to learn the basics of a firearm and
firearm safety. For those who want to learn more, you can always learn more if you wish to.
If you have never shot a firearm of if you have been shooting for some time, we invite you to come
and join us at our shoots. We shoot on the 1st Wed. of each month. We meet at 7:00 pm and finish up at
9:00 pm, at Pistol Bay 3. The fee is $8.00 for embers and $10.00 from non-members. If you would like
to, you can bring out your better half and that is a $15.00 couple’s fee. If we are shooting an IDPA kind of
shoot the fee is $2.00 extra.
There are classes that we are hoping to get here at Rio Salado Sportsman's Club, Inc. and they are
for ladies. One of the classes is the Ladies Personal Protection Class. This class is for ladies that have
been shooting for sometime, have the skills and know the basics of a firearm. This class is designed to
help you be prepared in case of a crime against you. AZWSA will give you the tools to help you not become a victim, and tools to make the right decisions that are right for you.
We are offering this class, June 7, 2008 and it is to be held at the Ben Avery Shooting Facility.
This is located at the North West corner of I-17 and Carefree Highway. If you would like more information on this class please contact Carol Ruh @ 602-571-3886.
We also sponsor a Women On Target Class. We are hoping to have these classes here at Rio
Salado in the very near future…
Hope to see you on the Range…
Patsy Morris
AZWSA Secretary

Answer: The 45 Colt single action pistol, the Winchester model 73 lever action rifle,
and the 45-70 Trapdoor Springfield.
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Italian Vetterli 2
Adopted by Italy in 1870 it is one of the earlier bolt action rifles. It bears some resemblance to the
Swiss version though it is a centerfire version as opposed to the Swiss which was a rimfire. Originally it
was a single shot as the prevailing thought among military authorities of the day was that repeating weapons wasted ammo. Later on however it was fitted with a magazine and called the Vetterli-Vitally. The
Dutch Beaumont also adopted the Vitally system in later years of manufacture.
The cartridge is a 41 caliber and is one of the smaller military cartridges of its day. It is 47 mm
long while most of its contemporaries were from 55 to over 60mm in length. Also most of the others shot
bullets larger in diameter and heavier. However it did stick around for 20 years as the primary service cartridge until the 6.5 Carcano came out in 1891. As a note many of the Vetterlies were rebarreled to the 6.5
from 1914 to 1918. They were meant as a stopgap measure and the work was crudely done. If you have
one have it thoroughly checked out prior to shooting and if you do shoot it use reduced loads. There were a
number of them sold to the Irish around the same time and it gave good service to them. Like many of
those rifles they saw service for many years after it was officially discontinued. They were given to home
guard and second line troops. Some of the colonies also received them for their military use.
If you want to shoot one there are a couple of challenges that you will encounter. There is no commercial ammo available anywhere so you have to make your own or obtain it from a custom loader. The
brass can be made from 348 cases and a 41 caliber bullet will work ok. The rifle is well made and safe to
shoot as long as it is in good shape and the ammo is properly loaded. They used a high velocity smokeless
load at the end of production. It was a 246 grain bullet at 2000 feet per second while the military black
powder load propelled a 313 grain out at about 1300 feet per second. My rifle has gas vents in the receiver
in case of a rupture which was common in those days with the inferior quality of the brass. It also has a
safety of sorts which not all rifles had. The finish and workmanship on the Vetterlies that I have seen is
superior for a military weapon.
Due to the size and weight of the rifle the recoil is very mild. The accuracy is ok but with the gawdawful sights inflicted on the rifle it’s a wonder that you can hit anything. My favorite bullet is a 300 grain
cast with a gas check that is made for the 405 Winchester. With velocities in the 1500 feet per second
range it is both pleasant and safe to shoot. You can use most 41 magnum bullets and get satisfactory results. I have shot it a couple hundred times and haven’t had any malfunctions of any kind. Like shooting
any of the obsolete weapons I shoot I do it for the enjoyment of shooting history.
The extractors and ejector are sturdy and reliable as is the bolt and firing pin. I suspect that in the
period when it was the military gun of Italy most if not all the malfunctions was due to the ammo rather
then the gun. After metallic cartridges were put into general use it took them some years to prefect the case
as it is today. Some countries started with brass foil cases or cases made out of soft copper or some other
alloy. Some even used cardboard cases with iron or brass heads similar to the paper shotgun shells. While
they were usable they had shortcomings especially in the durability area. By the mid to late 1870’s most
countries were able to make a fairly decent brass case enhancing the reliability of their weapons.
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
Free Lance Writer & Ammo Maker
480-983-7078

