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The President’s Column
Our beautiful Arizona spring weather has brought out shooters of all
disciplines in record numbers. We continue to gain new members to the club
and the number of first time shooters at the main range has been increasing as
well. As usual, many of our customers this time of year are our friends from
colder areas of the country. We appreciate their business and enjoy seeing
many of these folks year after year. The warming weather has also brought out
our reptile friends. Several large rattlesnakes have been spotted around the
range so keep your eyes open and watch where you step.
You may have noticed continued improvements around the range. Our
new training/air gun building is nearing completion and will be a great
addition to our facility. The Practical Shooting complex has received a
complete overhaul and looks great. Thanks to Paul Caudill for completing this
work in time for the annual Superstition Mountain Mystery 3-Gun match. This
year’s match wrapped up on March 25th and was once again a very successful
event. We have also made some changes to the roadways to improve traffic
flow and correct some drainage issues. More improvements to the shotgun
range are also underway.
Both of the RSSC Junior shooting programs have had a very
successful year. Seven members of the junior rifle program qualified for the
Junior Olympic matches in Colorado Springs and over twenty members of our
SCTP shotgun program will soon be attending the State competitions for Trap,
Skeet and Sporting Clays. Congratulations to all these young competitors for
their hard work and accomplishments this year.
As always, thanks to all the employees and volunteers out there who
make RSSC a great place to enjoy our sport.

480-984-9610
Fax:

480-986-1592
E-MAIL

Office@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Terry Abbott
President
President@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

WEB
www.riosaladosportsmans.com
Pete Carstensen, Webmaster

********************
The range is closed on New
Years Day, Easter Sunday,
Thanksgiving Day, and
Christmas Day each year.

All Members are invited to attend the Board of Directors Meeting
held in the RSSC Activity Center on the
Third Wednesday of each month beginning at 7:00pm.
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From the MAIN RANGE
THE ELVES HAVE QUIT!
It is hard to believe, but after all of these years, the Elves no longer work on the Main Range. They used to
pick-up after all of the shooters, but alas……
We never had Elves to clean the Main Range, but we do have 48 benches and about 8,500 square feet of
concrete deck to keep swept and free of debris. Many shooters, members and non-members, do not police
their empties or dispose of trash appropriately. Please help us keep the Main Range neat, clean and safe:
 Sweep all of your empty casings (next to, under and in front of the bench) to the poles behind the
shooting benches. You can pick up your brass for re-loading from there.
 If you are shooting a gun that ejects empties several benches away from your position, find and
collect them. You may choose to use a screen to control them.
 You may bring drinks onto the range, but spills of soft drinks create a slippery then sticky mess.
Alert a Range Officer, and then help with the clean-up.
 Trash barrels are provided; please use them for all garbage, not brass or steel empties. Shotgun
hulls, however, can go into the trash containers.
 Unfired (bad) rounds are to be given to any Range Officer for disposal. Don’t leave them on the
deck or throw them into the dirt on the range.
 Retrieve your target frame and return it to the target frame closet. Managing the number of
frames used helps to control costs and reduces confusion for incoming shooters.
Remove the screen you have used and return it neatly to the fence behind the blue line. Another
shooter may need it.
All shooters have an obligation to clean up when they are done shooting. If everyone makes an effort to
keep the range a little neater, maybe even sweeps up what another has ignored, the range will be neater for
everyone. Thanks for your help.

Due to Health & Safety hazards, there is no smoking within the fenced area at the Main Range .
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Cowboy Fast Draw Division at Rio
A One Minute Western…

The Campfire
Things sure have changed since the founding fathers of Mesilla, New Mexico Territory, lost the Santa Fe
Railroad to Las Cruces. Greed, I tell you, it was greed. Mesilla wanted too much for the right-of-way and
Las Cruces gave the land away for nothing, other than the promise of a better future for their little village.
1881...the year everything changed for two sleepy border towns.
I was pondering this while I was cooking up a tough-as-leather jack rabbit over a fine mesquite fire. The
day’s hunt was successful, if you call a scrawny jack and an equally scrawny mule deer a success. But in
this land, one shouldn’t be to greedy. Funny how my thoughts kept coming back to greed as I stared into
the fire.
Just then, the hairs on my arms and the back of my neck stood up, and then I heard it. A snap then a rustle in the brush outside the glow of my campfire. There was nothing out there except about a million
stars...no wolves, no bears. My horse doesn’t make sounds like that. My mind raced as I looked to where
my rifle was. Too far, away...how could I be so stupid! My Colt’s Peacemaker was right where it was supposed to be and my hand confirmed it.
I strained every nerve listening, but the mesquite in the fire was popping and snapping and sending little
sparks into the night air. It seemed like it took hours for me to get to my feet. Something was out there
and it was close. I flicked the leather thong from around the hammer of that six-shooter without thinking.
I scanned my camp, but my eyes were accustomed to the orange brightness of the fire...nothing but absolute darkness beyond the glow of the fire. Another mistake. I turned to my left, away from the flames.
Then, the scream. Right behind me, I must have been looking directly at him and did not know it. I
whirled, drew my Colt and fired before he could get that shotgun on me. He went down in a heap.
I walked over to his lifeless body. Who was this? Why me?
The answer hit me as I walked over to where my saddle and pack should have been and saw that all of my
supplies were loaded up onto his horse, and my horse was nowhere to be seen. How could he have done
all that without a noise? He could have gotten clean away, but I guess he wanted it all.
On that night, I buried greed in the desert.
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Welcome to Cowboy Fast Draw with the Rio Salado Vaqueros!
Cowboy Fast Draw is a Division at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club, and The Rio Salado Vaqueros are affiliated
with the Cowboy Fast Draw Association (CFDA). We shoot on the second Saturday of each month at Pistol Bay 1, just to the east of the Public Range. Set up is around 8:00 AM and tear-down around 2:00 PM.
and in between those times, we shoot. We also have an evening practice on the 4th Wed. of every month
except for Oct. that one is on the 5th Wed... We set up around 4:30 PM and start shooting around 5:00
PM. We shoot until 8:30 PM or so. Bring lots of ammo as we get a lot of shooting in. It is nice and quite in
the evening and with the cooler temperatures it is very nice to shoot in.
These dates and times are subject to change so please check the RSSC Calendar.
We shoot real guns and use real gun-leather. Our motto is: “Safety first, fun second and competition
third.”
Cowboy Fast Draw competition is head-to-head with shooters paired up by random drawing. The target
is a steel plate that is 24 inches in diameter and is placed at 15, 18, or 21 feet from the firing line. When
the light at the center of the target comes on, you draw and fire. The shooter that hits the target with the
faster time wins.
Ours is one of the most affordable and fastest growing events in competitive shooting today. At just pennies a round, the cartridge we use is the .45 Colt specifically modified to shoot a wax bullet powered by a
209 shotgun primer.
The guns and gun-leather we use are 1890‘s-style, as well as the outfits we wear. The guns are single action revolvers in .45 Colt calibers with fixed sights and a minimum barrel length of 4.5 inches. Gunleather must conform to a specific formula specified by the CFDA. The outfits, well, that’s part of the fun.
If you find yourself at Rio between 8:00AM and Noon on the second Saturday of the month, please stop
by and say “howdy.” You’ll meet a big herd of friendly folks and you’ll get plenty of information on everything from the history of the sport, to safety, to where to buy this and that.
Cowboy Fast Draw is not just for cowboys--cowgirls are welcome, too. Please, ladies, come on down.
You’ll meet some of the most charming and polite cowboys in the Arizona Territory!
To learn more about the sport of Cowboy Fast Draw, you can visit the CFDA online at
www.cowboyfastdraw.com. You’ll find wagon-loads of great information about the sport including the
CFDA rule book, events, testimonials, and the ever popular Alias List. Also, visit the Rio Salado Vaqueros
on the web at www.riosaladovaqueros.com.
If y’all need even more info, feel free to contact RSV President Muletrain (a.k.a. Bart Carr) at 480-7103593, or by email at muletrain2010@msn.com. You can also contact The Draw (Francis Carlos), Cowboy
Fast Draw Division Director, by email at Cowboyfastdraw@RioSaladoSportsmans.com.
Happy Trails and Safe Shooting,
RSV Club Scribe

Longeye
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Pistol Silhouette Cowboy Lever Action
There will not be a Pistol silhouette / Cowboy Lever Action Match in April. The High Power Range is being used for The State Black Powder Match. Our next Match will be on Sunday May 6, 2012.
At May match I would like to take donations for the AZ Humane Society. It does not have to be money.
The Humane Society is always in need of old used towels and food. The towels do not have to be new.
They can be towels that you are going to throw away or use as rags. They use the towels as bedding for the
dogs in the kennels and in the Second Chance Hospital, in the clinics, and for bathing the animals. I volunteer at the Humane Society and they take in around 130 animals every day. They also do not get any funding from the State or federal government. They are a non-profit org. They rely on donations to take care of
the animals. You may have seen a donation box for the Humane Society at the main range I had permission
to put there and I'd like to thank everyone that have made donations. I check it every time I'm out at the
range and I've taken to the Humane Society so far around $250.00 with the help of everyone that has made
donations. I'm planning to have some matches where I'll Ask for some type of donations to help the animals. From time to time. I'd like to thank everyone in advance for any and all support that everyone is or
have given so far.
Jeff Segal
Division Director
Pistol Silhouette/Cowboy Lever Action
PistolSil@RioSaladosportsmans.com
*******************************************************************************

HerHandgun
Student Highlights
Mel & Ramona
In this issue, we would like to feature one of our newest members! Mel has been taking classes from HerHandgun instructor Debbie Keehart. This past month Mel took her CCW class and after successfully passing the course, she was pleased to announce that she had passed the shooting portion with 20 out of 20. It
seems the guys in the class were impressed. We certainly are proud of her! Congratulations Mel.
Also this month, HerHandgun held an intermediate pistol class in addition to our monthly beginning sessions. More and more ladies are getting ready to venture into competitive shooting.
HerHandgun member, Ramona competed in her first practical pistol match and nearly shot the whole thing
without a miss. Seasoned competitors here at Rio were impressed! Ramona has since been signed off with
permission to use the practice bays because of her fine display of safety and shooting skills! Congratulations Ramona!
To learn more about HerHandgun, go to www.HerHandgun.com or ask for more information at the
Activity Center.
Kippi Leatham & Debbie Keehart look forward to meeting you!
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Scattergun Notes
Spring sprang on March 21 so summer is right around the corner, one fourth of the year is gone and pretty
soon there will be Christmas decorations in stores. In the mean time, the shotgun ranges are being used at
near full capacity. The Prickly Pear registered sporting clays shoot was a great success. 126 shot the 100
bird main and 54 shot the Rio 50. Once again we were blessed with a beautiful day, a delicious lunch and
lots of camaraderie. My thanks to all the paid staff for their super-human efforts to set-up keep-up and
clean-up. My thanks also to all our volunteers who help make the day run smoothly. I have no idea how
everyone gets signed up, squaded, scores recorded, payouts made etc etc but all the shooters should thank
Sarah, Marge, and Danielle for doing such a great job.
Our monthly trap 50-50-50 events are well attended and lots of fun. Some folks come just for Barry’s
lunches. Great scores are posted due to good shooting, good targets and good weather. Dust off that trap
gun and come out & join us. Watch the bulletin board, web page and Rio Calendar for upcoming events.
Our Scholastic Clays Target year is nearing its end and State Competitions are being held. The Rio Salado
Target Terminators teams are shooting for fun and fame and are great young ambassadors for Rio. Thanks
to all the coaches for all the hours they put in and for all the support from the Rio “Board” and staff.
Speaking of volunteers. We held a Corporate shoot on Sunday March 18th and needed 15 volunteers to act
as safety officers, range hosts, instructors and transportation facilitators. I asked 15 people and got 15 positive replies. I don’t think that would happen anywhere else. Thanks to Em, Lou, Hal, Dave, John, Maggie, B.J., Stan, Tom, Rex, Glen, Roger, Chuck, Whitney and Ernie. Oh, by the way, that was a cold,
windy, rainy day and all these folks made our guests as comfortable as possible and their day as enjoyable
as possible. Marge delivered hot chocolate and Barry made custom fit trash bag rain wear to everyone’s
delight. It was 80° and sunny in New York and a rainy 50° in Mesa… Go figure. Once again, my personal
thanks to each and all.
We are seeing some of our shoulder-less resident critters so please stay on the trails, watch your step and
mind where you reach when picking up your empty shells etc. Stay safe and stay shooting.
Keep watching for more improvements to be made to our range and keep helping to make Rio the best
place to enjoy the shooing sports.
Your Sweet Lovable
Target Setter,
Jim

Got a Question, a Change of Address, email or other
Membership Info?
Our Email address is: Office@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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From the Historian’s Pen
10.4 X 38 R Swiss
In 1867 the Swiss adopted a rimfire cartridge for their Vetterli single shot bolt action rifle. They
also used converted Amsler-Milbank conversion as well as Peabody rifles to shoot this round. The black
powder round used a bullet from 313 to 335 grains to about 1400 FPS though in 1888 when they went to
smokeless powder. There was a couple of changes to the bullet which originally was .425 in diameter but
later reduced to .419 and added a paper patch to give it the correct diameter. The Swiss used it from 1869
to 1890 when the 7.5 Swiss was adopted. It was also adopted later on for a full metal jacketed bullet, being
one of the earlier rifles to do so. Like many military weapons it was used long after being declared obsolete.
In the years leading up to WW ll both rifles and ammunition was available to American sportsman
at reasonable prices. The round was effective for deer at close range and ammo was produced in the US
until 1942. After the war ammo was no longer made so the popularity fell off and many were wall hangers.
It is possible to convert them to utilize a centerfire cartridge. It’s not real difficult for an experienced gunsmith to make that conversion. That allows us to use reloadable centerfire ammo if you want to
go to the trouble of making the brass. It is somewhat labor intensive but that is the only way to use it.
In 1890 the 7.5 X 53.5 was adopted by the Swiss. It is a straight pull rifle that holds 10 rounds and
was known as the model 89. A Major Rubin who was a prollific inventor designed the rifle and cartridge.
He also was responsible for the early jacketed bullets among other things. The rifle was a rear locking lug
weapon that operated at a pressure of 37,000 PSI. The bullet diameteer was .298 using a 213 grain slug at
about 1900 FPS. In 1911 they improved the rifle in several ways. First of all they put the locking lugs up
front while shortening the bolt. That improved the operating pressures to 45,000 PSI. They also lengthened
the case and increased the bullet diameter to 308. In 1931 the Swiss went to a 174 grain pointed bullet
which was well designed and highly regarded by target shooters.
Today you can but ammo and components to load the New straight pull although components for
the earlier rifles might be a challenge to obtain. Just in case you can’t find brass a 284 Winchester case will
do fine.
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
Historian@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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It’s that time of year.
Please watch your step and where you reach
when you’re out on the range.
Our little legless critters are coming out.

