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A Call for
Assistance!
We need your help.
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President
As any of you that are regular visitors to the range have seen, we are wall to
wall with shooters on most weekends.
This is particularly true on the public
range and the shotgun range. We continue
to see record numbers of first time shooters and our membership continues to
grow. For some time now the BOD has
been exploring options to obtain more
property for future expansion. Recent
events have convinced us that now is the
time to put forth very serious efforts to
obtain additional property. The primary
driver of our decision was the recent effort by the Forest Service to seek input
from the public on recreational activities
in the Tonto National Forest. Public meetings have been held throughout the communities surrounding the forest and a section of their website has been devoted to
soliciting input.
A few years ago the Forest Service made the decision to close a large
area of the Tonto to recreational shooting.
All of the area from the City of Mesa border up along the Salt River all the way to
the Beeline highway is closed off to
shooting. This was done for safety reasons and is understandable considering
the number of hikers, bikers and horsemen that are out on the forest trails. This
policy has a lot to do with the increases in
new shooters we see at the public range.
People have nowhere else to go. While
the reason for the closure is understandable it is our view that the Forest Service
has an obligation to compensate recreational shooters for the closure of such a
large area. Recreational shooters should
be entitled to the same consideration and
access to public land use as boaters, hikers, tubers, fisherman or any other group.
One of the ways the Forest Service can do

that is to work with RSSC to locate and
set aside a small piece of property that
can be developed into a shooting range.
Our Executive Officer, Paul Sherman, and myself have already put together a proposal for a new facility. This facility will be in addition to our existing facility. That proposal was presented at a
meeting between RSSC, Arizona Game
and Fish and the Mesa District Ranger for
the Tonto. We are not asking for any financial assistance, just a location. We
have already received some negative
feedback in regard to the location we have
proposed. The XO and I will continue to
negotiate with the Forest Service on this
issue and we intend to vigorously pursue
every option. It will likely be a long battle
to achieving our goal, but we feel it will
be worth the effort. From time to time we
may need assistance from all of you, the
RSSC membership. 5000 plus members
can be a loud voice if we work together.
Elsewhere in this issue is a request for
you to make your feelings known to the
Forest Service by sending an email or letter to their Recreational Review Committee. Please do so at your earliest convenience. Your help can make the difference.
Terry Abbott
President@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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A Call for Assistance,
Your President, Terry Abbott, and myself have recently been working very hard with U.S.
Forest Service officials to propose an expansion of the Usery Mountain Shooting Range.
This would mean more shooting opportunities for the RSSC Membership and the general
public. In order to facilitate any expansion additional real estate is needed as we are currently constrained by the size of our property.
As expected, we have met with our first challenges. We need your help. The Forest Service is currently soliciting public input regarding sustainable recreation within the Tonto
National Forest. Your opinion matters. I would urge every adult in your household to
send in their comment. Please solicit the assistance of your non-member friends and family. If you can effectively leverage your social media networks to positively impact this
effort, that wouldn't hurt either.
Your comments can be sent directly to the Sustainable Recreation Team from the Forest
Service website. Go to the Sustainable Recreation link found on the homepage at http://
www.fs.usda.gov/tonto , or cut and paste this link into your browser's address bar - http://
www.fs.usda.gov/detail/tonto/recreation/?cid=stelprdb5405153
Below is a sample of a comment that you may send As a Member / User of the Usery Mountain Shooting Range managed by Rio Salado
Sportsman's Club, I support the expansion of organized recreational shooting within the
Tonto National Forest. Nearly 80,000 acres of the Lower Tonto has been closed to casual
recreational shooting. To offset this closure more access to organized shooting areas are
needed to meet the needs of the public. Recreational shooting is enjoyed by many people
and they should be given the same consideration and access to public lands as boaters,
hikers, tubers or fisherman.
Feel free to construct your own message but just remember to keep it relatively short and
to the point. Be polite and professional in your choice of words.
We very much appreciate you taking the time to do this important task. Thank you.
Paul A. Sherman
Executive Officer
XO@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
Terry Abbott
President
President@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
Note: we were told the 2nd address is easier
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Vice President

From the Main Range

As I settle into a new position, I
find I have less to do than I am accustomed to here at Rio. I still work with our
RSO’s to assist Rio’s continuing effort to
be the best shooting facility in the country. As I tour our facility I am amazed at
how much has changed since I became
associated with the club in 1998
If members have questions or
comments or suggestions for the club,
please feel free to contact me through the
web site or while I’m around the range.

As always the main range staff encourages everyone to keep the range clean of
empties and other debris. Recently we
have placed colored buckets on the deck
to provide a spot to deposit brass and steel
empty casings. The orange ones are for
brass; the blue and gray ones for steel and
shotgun hulls. Any trash (not empties) is
to be placed in the barrels behind the blue
line. Brooms are provided to help you
keep your area and our range in good condition.

Jim Neff
VP@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Remember it is perfectly acceptable to
take your own shells home. However, do
not scavenge empty brass from the deck,
buckets or other shooters.
Thanks for your help.
Tom Schuett
Lead Range Safety Officer
Rso@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Welcome to Cowboy Fast Draw
with the Rio Salado Vaqueros!
The Roar of History: Fort Lowell
1873 was a momentous year,
with the introduction of Colt's Model P
Army
Revolver,
the
Springfield
"Trapdoor" 45-70 infantry and cavalry
rifle, and, of course, the Winchester 1873
rifle.
Also in 1873, Fort Lowell was
thrust into the ground at the foothills of
the Santa Catalina mountains, just north

of Tucson, Arizona Territory. For the next
18 years the Fort would serve the U.S.
Army as a supply depot and garrison during the Apache Wars. The fort was moved
to this location after Camp Lowell proved
too close to the temptations of city life
for the Army's (and General George
Crook's) liking. This new site provided
two of the key assets a large military reservation in the 1880s required; flowing
water and grazing land for horses and
livestock.
The year-round presence of water
within the Pantano and Tanque Verde
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a much smaller enemy that would ultimately kill more soldiers at the fort than
the Apache ever did...the mosquito. A
young medical officer, Lieutenant Walter
Reed, used his experiences at Fort Lowell's hospital to solve the riddle of malaria
and yellow fever. The adobe walls of the
hospital still stand to this day.
From 1873 to 1891 four Cavalry
regiments and three Infantry regiments
were stationed at Fort Lowell, in all over
25,000 Army personnel during those 18
years. At any one time, around 250 enlisted men and officers provided protection for the Army supply lines from
Apache raiders. They also provided the
labor to make the adobe bricks and cut
the lumber to build the Fort.
The Fort was big. There were
laundresses that each soldier paid $1.50
per month to provide clean uniforms.
There was the Quartermaster's corral,
Cavalry corral, enlisted men's barracks
and barracks for the musicians of the
fort’s Army Band, the Adjutants office,
guard house/jail, hospital, and privies.
There were seven, well-appointed houses
that served as the Officer's Quarters on a
street lined with huge cottonwood trees.
The cottonwood trees were irrigated by
water pumped by steam engine from the
Tanque Verde wash. Horses were never
allowed
on
the
aptly
named
“Cottonwood Lane.”
Opposite Cottonwood Lane was
the Parade Ground, surrounded by a
picket fence. The fence is long gone, as
are almost all the other buildings--the
adobe bricks melting back into the desert. Progress split the fort in half as the
Parade Ground was bisected when
Craycroft Avenue was pushed through,
and in fact, the Adjutants Headquarters

and the Quartermasters building still
stand on the west side of Craycroft, but
not accessible to the public.
There is a strong echo of the past
here at old Fort Lowell. One can stand
near the fort’s reconstructed flagstaff located where the Parade Ground once existed, and if the conditions are right, hear
a sound that the soldiers garrisoned at
the fort would have heard; our nation's
flag snapping and popping in the breeze.
The roar of history can be plainly
heard if your imagination will allow it.
You are only a thought away from hearing the soldiers working, the horses
trotting on the Parade Ground, rifle practice in the distance and the laughter of
children as they watched the world of the
1880's pass before their eyes.
Longeye
RSV Club Scribe
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Cowboy Fast Draw
You can enjoy the “roar of history” on the second Saturday of each month. Step back in time
and join the Rio Salado Vaqueros for Cowboy Fast Draw at the Rio Salado Sportsman's Club.
We dress in 1880's attire and compete, one-on-one, in the sport of Cowboy Fast Draw as a
sanctioned club within the Cowboy Fast Draw Association (CFDA.) Registration at our monthly
shoots begins at 8:00AM, safety meeting at 8:45AM and competition commences at 9:00AM,
give-or take.
The Rio Salado Vaqueros also have a night practice on the fourth Wednesday of each month,
beginning about 5:30PM and usually ending when we all run out of ammo.
Speaking of ammo, we shoot a wax bullet powered by a 209 shotgun primer from .45 caliber Colt's and
Colt's clones revolvers. Barrel length is minimum 4-and-one-half inches, with the revolver having fixed
sights. You draw and fire from 1880s-style gun leather.
Our target is a steel plate that is 24 inches in diameter and is positioned 21 feet from the firing line.
The hits on the target are recorded by computer-controlled timers.
Please stop by and visit us at Pistol Bay 1 on the second Saturday of each month and we can fill you in
on all the details. You can also visit the Rio Salado Vaqueros online at www.riosaladovaqueros.com for
more information.
Our shoot on Saturday, March 8th was one tough competition...it was both cold and rainy. 12 brave
shooters showed up and we made it through 8 rounds of competition. Most all of us had to make
more ammo!
Despite the conditions, we had a great time and we learned a few of very important facts:
Peanut oil on you fingers can cause a slip-cock of the timer button.
Tombstone Kid does not have a "face for radio", unlike his dad, Ghost Rider, who does have a face for
radio.
During the shoot-offs, Ghost Rider eliminated SIX other shooters (including Tombstone Kid.) Don't
mess with Ghost Rider!
It's very important to bring your revolver and ammo to the shooting line.
In cold weather, the orange wax bullets do not fall out of the cartridge no matter how cold it is.
In cold weather, the blue wax bullets prove the fact that things do shrink up when cold.
If y’all need more info about Cowboy Fast Draw, feel free to contact RSV President Muletrain (a.k.a.
Bart Carr) by email at muletrain2010@msn.com. You can also contact The Draw (Francis Carlos), Cowboy Fast Draw Division Director, by email at thedraw2011@gmail.com.
Safety First, Fun Second, and Competition Third!
Longeye
RSV Club Scribe
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Bullseye Pistol Division
The Ron Roff Story: An American
Shooter

Of the over 5,000 members of the
Rio Salado Sportsman Club there are literally dozens of members with distinguished backgrounds. Among the more
interesting, is perhaps the life story of a
91 year old Bullseye Shooter named Ron
Roff.
On most Monday evenings you
will find Ron and son Larry Roff at the
weekly Bullseye target shooting event.
Ron, age 91 is among America’s oldest
active Bull eye shooting participants. His
life and history as a shooter is indeed a
rich and interesting one.
Born on September 22, 1922 in
Wellsboro Pennsylvania, and at the age
of eight, Ron moved with his family to
Vestal NY where his shooting career began. His first firearm was a shotgun given
to him by his Grandfather, with shooting
and hunting instructions offered from his
Uncle. Ron was employed by IBM for
some 31 years and began shooting at the
IBM range in NY using a .38 police special. He later joined the Broome County
Sportsman’s Club where he shot in Bulls
eye competition for several years. He
served as secretary and treasurer for the

club over those years and has two ranges
at the club named in his honor.
Ron is a quiet and unassuming
man who walks softly and carries a ready
smile. Yet, his background is filled with
achievements. Among his many experiences and distinctions, Ron has served on
the New York state pistol team, is a past
certified NRA instructor, and participated
in the New York State Senior Olympic
Games.
At age 17 Ron Roff joined the US Army to
serve his country in WW II. It was there
he was trained on the MI Garand Rifle.
Ron had the distinction of serving though
out the war as a radioman under General
Dwight D. Eisenhower, in the Allied Force
Headquarters in N. Africa and Italy. His
combat rifle issue was a model 1903A,
which never left his side during these
years.
Ron’s first trip to the Rio Salado
shooting facility was in 1973 when he
came west to visit son Larry who had just
graduated from ASU in Mechanical Engineering and was serving his country in
the local Air National Guard. They discovered that the shooting facility was on a
dirt road, well removed from town and
had a small number of ranges staffed by
a very friendly and professional staff.
Ron moved to valley and returned to
shooting at Rio in 2010 and has been a
regular since.
Ron has passed his
shooting passion down through the generations to family members. In addition
to his son Larry Roff, an accomplished Hi
Power and pistol marksman, he has a
younger son John who served on the USA
Olympic shooting team .
Youngest son, John Roff was a
member
continued
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of the “Running Boar” USA Olympic
shooting team and participated in the
1984 and 1988 Olympics in Chino California and Korea. Grandson Steve has also
become involved in Bull eye and received
a High Standard target pistol from Grandpa to carry on the family shooting traditions.
Larry tells and interesting story
about his Dad when he was attending the
Olympic Games in Chino to support his
Olympian, son John. While exploring
the Olympic ranges at Chino, Ron wandered into the air pistol range and found
it empty. He asked the attendant if he
could use the range as it was not in use.
She said yes, so he retrieved his air pistol
from the car and came back. Well, it
seems that his Daisy model 717 was to
large to fit into the “box gauge” used to
qualify gun size on the air pistol range.
So, no problem for Ron, showing his resolve and resourcefulness, he got a wood
rasp from the car toolbox and filed down
the plastic handles so the gun fits in the
measuring box and is eligible to shoot in
the Olympic facility! Pretty cool story
huh, you go Ron!
It is an honor and privilege to

shoot next to a gentleman who is part of
American Bullseye shooting history. We

are proud to have you in our group Ron;
may you shoot with us for many years to
come!
Submitted by Brian Miller/ Bullseye pistol
group
**********************************

Pistol Silhouette
Cowboy Lever Action
I first became a member of Rio
Salado Sportsman’s Club back in the late
1990’s. I joined when I started to shoot
what was then just Hunter Pistol Silhouette. I had to take a leave for awhile and
then was able to come back. I started
shooting in the now Hunter Pistol Silhouette/ Cowboy Lever Action matches and I
again got my Certificate for the High
Power Range so I could come out and
practice on the range for the matches I
was shooting on.
2 years later Jim DePaula who was
the Division Lead came to me and asked
if I would mind taking over the position.
I’ve been running the matches for around
2 years now. I’ve also taken advantage of
some of the things that the club had to
offer to its members of the Board of Directors.
I’ve taken a course in gunshot first
aid and I took the NRA Range Safety
Officer’s training classes too. And sometimes you’ll see me volunteering up at
the Main Range as a RSO. It’s my way of
not only doing something that I love to
do but it is also a way to pay the club
back by giving my time and to help others
enjoy what they enjoy doing too. It also
gives me a chance to meet new people
and other members of the club and to
talk to them about their firearms. So it’s a
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ing about their firearms. So it’s a great
learning experience for everyone.
It also gives me a chance to tell
other members of the club and non members about all of the different types of
matches that Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club
has to offer and how to find out more
about them. I’ve have been to some other shooting ranges over the years but I do
shoot at Rio Salado most of the time. It is
not only because I’m a member but it is
also because I find it to be very friendly
and everyone is very helpful to everyone
else.
So in closing if you’d like to come
out and try the Hunter Pistol Silhouette/
Cowboy Lever Action match. I’d be more
than happy to meet you and show you
how to shoot in it. The matches are always on the first Sunday of the month on
the High Power range. So I hope to see
you out at the range some time.

Jeff Segal
PistolSil@RioSaladosportsmans.com
*********************************

HERHANDGUN
WELCOMES NEW LADIES!
Welcome to all our new ladies
who have joined HerHandgun’s practice
matches. We are thrilled to see so many
women getting into our rewarding sport
of handgun shooting. Classes are filling
up quickly, but private classes are always
available and we are still welcoming our
students to participate in our monthly
practice matches from newbie to experienced!
If you haven’t joined us already,
maybe you should???
See you on the range!

Debbie & Kippi
HerHandgun.com
**********************************

Shotgun Notes
It is now officially spring, beautiful weather, great targets, and good people
having fun on all of the Rio venues. What
could be better?
Speaking of venues, we will soon
have all twelve of our sporting clays stations with “Mild” and “Spicy” options.
Thanks go to the Rio board for allocating
funds for this great improvement. Now
you have a choice of mild, spicy or any
combination of the two!
Please watch your step, stay on the
designated path, and don’t reach under
bushes. As the weather warms up, our
shoulderless friends come out to see
what’s going on. Please live & let live.
Rio has hosted some very successful shoots since the last Ricochet. Registered sporting clays, corporate events,
SCTP fun shoots, STC events, trap 50-5050 shoots and we are now officially certified by the ATA to hold registered trap
events as well. We were visited by the
president of the ATA, Allan Radway, who
gave us the certification and he attended
our inaugural doubles marathon. That’s
one more jewel in the Rio Crown.
Even in these uncertain times of
ammo shortages etc we continue to throw
lots of targets. Rio is a busy place and I
want to once again thank all our patrons,
volunteers and employees for continuing
to make this such a great place to shoot
clays.
Keep your head on the stock and
your eyes on the target.

Your sweet loveable target setter,
Jim
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Tyler Rico of Rio Junior Division
2012 USA Shooting
Junior National Champion Air rifle

Congratulations Tyler!!!
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From the Historian’s Pen
Mosen Nagant Rifles

In 1891 Russia came into the smokeless
powder era by introducing the Mosen Nagant rifle and a rimmed 30 caliber round. It
replaced the 10.6 Berdan single shot rifles,
which had been in service for a number of
years. The Russo Turkish war of 1877-88
taught Russia the value of repeating rifles.
They were armed with the single shot Berden
rifles while the Turks had Winchester Model
73 lever action guns. That was the same situation that Custer was in when he fought at
the Little Big Horn. It was the trapdoor
Springfields verses the model 73-lever rifles
plus a lot more Indians. Many military minds
of that period disliked repeaters as they
thought that they wasted ammo. In 1882 the
Chagin commission was formed to create a
more modern repeating rifle. The first
attempt was a repeating version of the 10.6
Berdan rifle. That didn’t work out which was
just as well because in 1886 France came out
with the first smokeless powder round. That
would have made the Berdan rifle obsolete
as soon as it came out even if it worked. The
commission tried but rejected such notable
rifle designs as the Lebel and Mauser. Col.

Mosen also submitted his design, which he
was working on from 1887 to 1889. It was
designed with a single stack magazine and a
3-line caliber, which is how Russia measured
its calibers during that time. A line is equivalent to .1” or .254 mm so 3 of them equaled
30 caliber or 7.62. At about the same time
1889 Nagant submitted his own design to the
commission. Initially the Nagant was chosen
over the Mosen after being tried out by various units but due to politicks the Mosen
eventually was taken. Probably the fact that
the Mosen was home grown had something
to do with it. In any event time has shown it
to be a fine rifle. However the magazine system was the Nagant style in going with a
compromise. The rifle was adopted in 1891
and production started in 1892. The rifle was
first used in the Russo-Japanese war of 1904.
While the rifle showed itself to be sturdy and
reliable the 210-grain round nose bullet left
something to be desired in range and accuracy. Later on they went to spitzer bullets.
Even today they are still used in various
countries as backup weapons. They are one
of the most widely distributed military rifles
available and prices are very reasonable.

Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
Historian@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

PLEASE WEAR YOUR
Rio Salado Sportsman’s
Club Membership Badge
For your member prices
Thank you for your cooperation
&

Your continued support of the Range

