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President’s Report
Have you ever put off something just to find out later what you
were missing out on? For years, I watched as our range improved and
expanded, particularly with our Shotgun Range. I am mainly a pistol or
blackpowder shooter - heck, the last shotgun I had fired was a .410
back when I was a teenager! What is a “sporting clays”, why is it being
such a sport and who would want to “break a bird” anyway. So I sat
back and watched our fledgling clay target field find itself among the
desert landscape east of the smallbore range. Now, I am not certain
exactly what Terry, Marge, Jim, Billy, and all the others are feeding the
bushes out there, but there are now orange and black disks being
tossed into the desert air from all directions and with some very
professionally designed equipment. The well maintained trails lead
you to stations that are easy to operate and are a perfect place to
make new friends along the way. Trying out a new gun or just need
some quick practice? Toss a token in one of our practice stations and
you get 27 tries to hit something. Feeling a bit cocky? Our Five
Stand /Combo Field will make your day. Even the masters can have
fun at our registered shoots and other league activities. I’m still a pistol
guy but I have to admit, my new Remington 1187 and me are having
lots of fun and I got those birds running for the hills (ok, some are
laughing at me all the way down!). Ya just gotta try it! For more info,
click on the Shotgun Range link on our website.
Please remember that Safety is our primary focus while at the
range. Wear your eye protection at all times, drink plenty of water this
time of year, and listen to the range officers and match directors if they
give you instructions. If at any point, something seems wrong, call
attention to it so that everyone has an enjoyable experience at the
range. If you have a suggestion or comment, please drop me an email
and I promise to get back to you very quickly.
Pete Carstensen
President
President@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

www.riosaladosportsmans.com
Pete Carstensen, Webmaster

********************
We are open every day except New Years Day, Easter
Sunday, Thanksgiving Day,
and Christmas Day.

Got a Question, a Change of Address, email or other
Membership Info?
Our Email address is: Office@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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2010 RSSC Open House
It was a beautiful April day and throughout the range, you heard the sounds of over 600 members and
visitors who were able to enjoy all aspects of the shooting sports that Rio provides. Included were opportunities
to shoot USPSA pistols and Multi Gun equipment, Black Powder Rifles, historic and modern Full Auto Machine
Guns, long range High Power and Smallbore Rifles, Sporting Clays Shotguns, and high accuracy Indoor Air Rifles.
We were also very pleased to present demonstrations for Ladies Pistol shooting put on by Kippi Leatham
and Debbie Keehart as well as our headline event of a seminar on Practical Shooting Equipment and Techniques
by Rob Leatham of Springfield Armory and Vic Pickett of Smith and Wesson.
Thanks to the support of Springfield Armory and many individuals, our Open House garnered over
$1,700 for our junior shooting program which was made even more exciting by having a junior win the prize!
Miss Sara Drake (18) was the happy grand prize winner of our fund raising raffle. Sara has been part of our junior shooting program and shooting competitively for over 6 years. Enjoy your new pistol, Sara!

All Members are invited to attend the Board of Directors Meeting held in the RSSC Activity Center
on the Third Wednesday of each month beginning at 7:00pm.
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Vice President
It is my privilege to serve a your Vice President on the Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club
Board of Directors. I have already learned that filling Scott Durkin's shoes is a real challenge. I
personally wish Scott well on his upcoming endeavors.
At the June board meeting the topic of our next annual meeting was addressed. As you
may know it is scheduled for the 2nd Saturday in January 2011. The date is Saturday January 8,
2011. The board is planning for this meeting now so that it may be a meeting that will meet the
needs of a larger number of our members and be fun to attend as well. In the past we have held
this meeting at the Rio Salado range in conjunction with other activities such as a “flea market”.
This was fine when the club had a smaller membership, but now our club membership is approaching 4,000 members. We could handle a meeting at our activities center of a large amount
of people, but it would be good for the club and the membership if we could get a bigger turn-out
so that we could assure meeting the recreational shooting needs of our membership. If you really
think about it wouldn't it be nice to get at least one in eight of members in attendance at our annual meeting? That would be over 400 people. A larger turn out would effect the venue for the
meeting. Our activities center would be too small to handle the crowed so we would have to
change the venue to one that could handle the larger number of annual meeting attendees. Several venue ideas have been suggested. One idea is too keep the venue on our range, but cater a
dinner and “no host” bar with a high quality food menu such as grilled steaks with all the trimming
or high quality barbeque such as chicken and ribs with all the trimmings. In conjunction with this
dinner maybe have other activities such as door prizes, raffles and so on. We could hold the
meeting in a large tent installed on one of our ranges for the dinner and meeting combined. Another idea is to go “off-sight” to a hotel or convention center and hold our meeting there with a
high quality dinner and “no-host” bar. These are just a couple of ideas, but as you can see we are
starting now so that we can determine the need and meet it for our next meeting.
Jim Neff and I have been given the task of gathering ideas and information for our next annual meeting for the board of directors. We are interested in your ideas about this. Send us your
ideas by email at VP@RioSaladoSportmans.com or call me at 480-206-2444. Let's see if we
can't make this a fun annual meeting for all types of shooters.
Thanks,
Dave Howe
Vice President
VP@RioSaladoSportmans.com

It’s Summer and No Election Issue?
Remember that we moved our Annual Election to January
Look for complete info in the next issue of the Ricochet
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From the XO
If you’ve been out to the range over the past few months you may have noticed some construction
activity on the Hi-Power range. You may have also noticed the appearance of a conex storage container
down next to the Training Bay parking lot. The Hi-Power range project was so extensive that I have devoted a whole column to it on another page of this issue. The conex container was purchased by the Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP). As you may remember from past columns, the SCTP junior shotgun
program came over to us from Red Mountain Trap and Skeet club, when that facility was shut down. We
have had about 50-60 juniors, ages 10 thru 18, participating in the program. A lot of equipment is necessary to run the program and we have not really had a good place to consolidate all of this equipment in one
area. Training sessions run every first and third Friday evening from October thru April. Due to the fact
that the equipment was stored in several different places, the SCTP Coaches were always scrambling to get
everything set up in time for the Friday night sessions. The conex will allow us to have all of our necessities close by the shotgun range, where it is needed. One end of this conex will be set up as a snack bar
where we can serve drinks and packaged snacks. This section of the facility will be available for the club to
use, not only for SCTP, but also for some of our other big events. Our SCTP program will be conducting a
sign up for next year’s program in September. If you know of any young folks interested in shotgun sports,
tell them to contact the office and keep an eye on the calendar for more info. It’s a great program for minimal cost.
Our “Open House” day at the range, back on April 23, was a huge success. The weather was terrific
and crowds of people were touring all over the range. Many enjoyed first time shooting experiences with
Full Auto, Black Powder, and Practical Pistol firearms. Others took the opportunity to try their hand at
Cowboy Fast Draw, Hi-Power Rifle and Sporting Clays. Great fun was had by all and volunteers from the
various Divisions did a terrific job putting on events for everyone.
I have some great news on the state wide shooting range front. The Arizona Game and Fish Commission have unanimously approved the purchase of a piece of land just Southeast of Flagstaff. This land
will be used for the development of a Northern Arizona shooting range. Yes folks it’s true. After more than
fifteen years of effort, by numerous dedicated people, the Flagstaff area is finally getting a range. Game
and Fish officials have said they intend to move quickly to develop this new facility. Just imagine being
able to travel North to the cool country for a little shooting in the summer time. Congratulations to the
Northern Arizona shooters!
Terry Abbott
Executive Officer
XO@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Bring Your Badge
All non-members must sign a liability waiver before shooting any event.
Current RSSC members just need to show their badge.
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Hi-Power Range improvements at Rio Salado
by
Terry Abbott
Executive Officer
For well over a year the Board of Directors (BOD) of Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club, at the Usery
Mountain Shooting range, have been contemplating major improvements to their Hi-Power rifle range.
Like many other ranges, Rio has the target pits for Service Rifle and Match Rifle competition at the longest
distance. In this case, 500 yards down range. The normal procedure for these matches is to shoot at distances of 200, 300 and 500 yards. This requires the competitors to start 300 yards down range and then
pick up all their equipment and move back for the other two stages of the match. Shooters are in the open
for the first two stages and are only shooting under cover at the longest distance. As you can imagine, this
is great fun in triple digit temperatures. It is often said, the best part of a Hi-Power match is taking off your
shooting coat when you’re done firing.
Due to ever increasing usage of the adjacent ranges, safety concerns were becoming an issue. Various other users of the Hi-Power range had also expressed an interest in having a protected pit at a closer
distance than the original 500 yard pit.
After much investigation into the cost and practicality of building an additional pit, the BOD made
the decision to move forward with the planning for an additional target pit, 200 yards down range from the
covered firing line. The process began early this year. Once a plan was developed and a budget worked
out, the project began. A grant for the project was submitted to the Game and Fish department. Hi- Power
division director Mike Toliver and a few key members of the division did initial surveying of the site and
drew up plans for the pit wall. Club Executive officer Terry Abbott began the bidding process for the engineering, excavation, and wall construction. After the selection of the contractors excavation began. Range
Manager, Bill Lagusis, Terry Abbott and Mike Toliver all worked together to coordinate with various contractors and keep the project on schedule.
The overall plan called for increasing the pit wall at 500 yards, to accommodate two additional target stations for a total of 15. The new 200 yard pit would also have room for 15 targets. In addition to the
pit wall 15 of the heavy steel target carriers would have to be built or procured at an approximate cost of
one thousand dollars each. The original budget included the funds necessary for this expense, but we were
very lucky. Range gunsmith and well known Hi-Power competitor Derrick Martin advised us that he knew
of some target carriers that we might be able to get donated. Through his connections with the National
Guard, Derrick found some old target carriers that had been discarded by the range at Davis Monthan Air
Force base in Tucson. These carriers were not in usable shape, but it was determined that they could be repaired for minimal cost compared to construction of brand new carriers. These carriers were transported to
the maintenance facility at Rio. After several days of effort, by Rio maintenance crew Dan Stratton and
Bob Drizigacker, the target carriers were restored to working order.
As work on the pit wall and target carriers progressed members of the Hi-Power division were busy
constructing target frames and number boards that would fit the newly acquired carriers. Hi-Power shooters Jim Evanson and Bill Luth where the key individuals responsible for getting the target frames completed. Several other members assisted with numerous additional tasks necessary to get the new pits fully
operational. The goal for the Hi-Power division was to have the range operational for an inaugural match
on Memorial Day weekend. The goal was reached and the Memorial Day match, featuring the newly constructed pit, went off without a hitch. As the temperature soared into the 90’s everyone was glad to be
shooting in the shade for the entire match.
Continued

It’s that time of year again. Watch out for our little desert creatures. Some Bite!
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Hi-Power Range improvements at Rio Salado
continued
There may be other ranges in the country that have two fully operational pits on the same range but
we don’t know of any. In addition to Hi-Power match competitors the Rio Salado Club foresees many
other user groups benefiting from this addition to our range. Rio President, Pete Carstensen and the entire
BOD at Rio Salado are to be commended for their support of this project, and for their dedication to continuing improvements at the Usery Mountain range. The Arizona Game & Fish department came through
with a $25,000 grant toward this project and Rio Salado is very appreciative of that contribution.
Terry Abbott
Executive Officer
XO@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

**************************************************************************************
Cowboy Fast Draw Division
Cowboy Fast Draw Association is the newest division at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club. As a division, we have had monthly shoots over the past 4 months, beginning in March.
We are grateful for our new and successful association with Rio Salado and the warm welcome we
have received from the Club and it’s members. As a group committed to the preservation of the art of
Cowboy Fast Draw, utilizing traditional 1800’s single action 45 long colt and period rigs, we are pleased to
be associated with a Club that has a focus on the preservation and enjoyment of a variety of firearm venues.
Our monthly shoots are typically the 2nd Saturday of most months. We are dedicated to the sport,
the camaraderie and always open to welcoming new members or those who want to try a few shots or simply want to watch a fun competition. Additional information is available to anyone interested by contacting
via email at; cowboyfastdraw@riosaladosportsmans.com
Doug Treadway
Cowboy Fast Draw Division
cowboyfastdraw@riosaladosportsmans.com
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.22 Division
Many thanks to the Divisions and individuals who donated to our .22 Pistol "Troop Donation
Match." You helped raise $1000. I've included some pictures and letters of thanks from troop members.
Sounds like the socks purchased are truly appreciated.
We also had the Grand Canyon State Games. Thanks to those who participated and congratulations
to the Gold, Silver, or Bronze winners!
Sue Little
.22 Pistol Division
22pistol@riosaladosportsmans.com
Troops Letters
hello howard I'm sorry its taking me so long to write but I just want to thankyou for everything you do for the troops.
I think its amazing even though I never met you that doesnt stop you from going out of your way to send care packages to us over here. I was thrilled when I got your first package and very much suprised and thankfull that you kept
on sending them. well I have to go but once again thankyou for what you do back on the homefront.
nick nobel
***************************************************

Hello,
Thank you so much for everything you've done for us. I'm sorry this email is so long in coming, but we've been putting everything you sent us to good use. It's election time over here, busy, very busy.
***************************************************

We've done a lot more walking since Chad left us. In fact, the first box I received was waiting for me after we returned from a three day mission that lasted for nine days. During that time we walked about 45 kilometers and
climbed 6 mountains, all while carrying our normal 60-100lbs of gear. Our feet were hamburger. The new socks
were the best thing I'd seen in a long time and we've been using them ever since.
If you are interested and able to receive them, I'd like to email you some pictures of the guys in the platoon. They're
a pretty interesting bunch of characters.
Thanks again for everything, and please tell Connor thanks for us as well.
~SSG Steven Secor
***************************************************

From a Marines wife: Oh yay! You have sent so much wonderful stuff, I couldn't remember what all you sent! Another suggestion that I know is a huge hit with the guys on our base, is Rooster sauce. The Chinese Sriracha sauce garlic chili spicy sauce. We actually travel with it when he's home because he loves spicy stuff so much! ha ha! I just
know that a lot of guys/troops love the tapitio and Tabasco stuff. Have a great weekend! thanks so much again!
Beverly
***************************************************

mr love and connor the medic,
we have started receiving your socks. they are insanely pleasant to wear. just got back from a 3 day mission and everyone in the platoon was wearing them. thanks again.
y todas cosas
levi
***************************************************

Dear Connor and Papa,
I forwarded Jared's wife your email with the photos of the awesome stuff you are sending to him and the wonderful
picture of Connor packing the goodies. She just emailed me back and I wanted to share her email with you.
Thank you both so very much for caring about our military personnel and making sure they know they are thought
about, loved and respected.
Leta
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Troops Letters
Aw, what a sweetheart. He made some good choices too, Jared loves goldfish (though he usually destroys them with
Texas Pete hot sauce...ick) and licorice, not too many things in there are awful as far as health goes either. Even if he
doesn't eat it all I'm sure there are plently of people around who could use a snack and pick me up of someone thinking about them.
Tell them thanks for us.
Laura
***************************************************

Mr. Love,
i just wanted to let you know i have been receiving your care packages and they are awesome. i just got back from
another base up north and I was up there for a few weeks so im sorry i havent been able to email you yet. I cannot
thank you enough for all of the stuff you sent, me and my buddies in my platoon share it and we love it so thank you.
We all really appreciate you guys over here in iraq and it makes our day when we come back from a long mission
and have a bunch of boxes with food and stuff waiting for us. thank you -Ethan Allman
***************************************************

Mr. Love & Connor
Thankyou very much for the box of goodies and your support for us out here. The picture of Connor is great and I
hung it up on the board for everone to see. It looks like your going to be having a future soldier in the family. I was
curios to know if you yourself were or still are in the military? Possibly a mortarman? As I came to find out that you
had requested specifically for the package to be sent to one.
But once again Sir I would just like to say thankyou to you and your family and that Im truly greatful.
Take care,
Ron
***************************************************

My name is Stephen Hilgendorf and you recently sent a couple of care packages to me.
Thank You so much for the support. It was definitely to much for just myself so I had to share it with the rest of the
guys in my company. You sent some awesome stuff that really breaks us from the normal food we eat and snack-on
daily. We all really appreciate and admire what you do for us and all the other troops.
Thank again
-Stephen
***************************************************

Thanks! As always your package arrived after a "wonderful" mission. "Hey guys, we've got a 12 hour mission for
you." Three days later we got back to base...that wasn't too much fun. The newest shipment of morale was a great
help for me and the guys.
The power bars have become the fuel of our mountain walks, we stick a couple in the map pockets of our vests and
are good to go for a whole day. SFC Weaver is particularly fond of the peanut butter ones and keeps stealing them
all. Last night, right before he finished packing for a mission I hear over the dividing wall in the room "Secor, got
any more of those power bars?" Its pretty much our most important premission ritual.
***************************************************

Hello,
Sorry it's been so long since I've emailed. SFC Weaver went on leave right after I got back, so I've been playing the
PL role. He makes it look easy...it's not. I still say Platoon Sergeant is harder, but thats just me. Anyway, I hope you
and Connor are well, we've gotten the latest boxes. Honey Smacks are pretty much the best thing to happen to me
this year. Thanks so much.
***************************************************

Mr. Love,
Thank you very much for all of the wonderful care packages. The team is really enjoyed everything. We have been
drinking out the coffee cups and enjoying the feel of wearing new clean socks all day long. Thank you again!
Rob
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The Asian soldier is one of our guys, we met him at the local Starbucks just before he left. We sent him 40
boxes of Cracker Jacks today.
Hello Howard my name is SSG. Norman Betron i met you a few months back at starbucks on Power and
McDowell..just wanted to say hello and also send you a pic of me and my men..i am with the 102nd infantry currently serving in the Nangahar province which is on the eastern part of afghanistan right by the border of pakistan..my company is currently responsible of patrolling 9 districts of this area..we are currently
living in a base the size of a football field..this base is so small but its home for the next 12 months...in the
1st picture im the one in the middle with no hair..im the plt sergeant of 4th platoon also known as the
Blacksheep Platoon for the fact that all my men are all volunteer from about 5 different states..a great
bunch of men..
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RSSC Scholarship Award
We are pleased to announce that Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club has awarded scholarships to Erika Besthoff and Allyssa Clark. They will be honored at the monthly Board meeting August 18th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Erika is a recent graduate of Gilbert High School in Gilbert where she lives with her
parents Mr. and Mrs. Mark Besthoff. Not only was Erika busy with school and extracurricular activities (Yearbook, Marching Band, National Honor Society to name a few) but she also
participated in Junior Olympics-Air Rifle and 3 Position Small Bore; NRA Women on Target;
VFW Postal Match—Air Rifle and 3 Position Small Bore and because of her 2010 State Junior Olympic performance, she was invited to compete in the 2010 USA Shooting National
Junior Olympic Shooting Championship in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Erika felt that she
shot her personal best (she was in the top one-half of all the shooters). Erika plans to attend Arizona State University and major in speech pathology.
Allyssa (Ally) graduated from Fountain Hills High School in Fountain Hills. Ally has
been very active in Girl Scouts; she received the 2008 Young Woman of Distinction Award
in the Leadership category as part of the Girl Scout World Award, and then went on to received the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest award that a Girl Scout between the ages of
14-18 can earn. Her project for that award benefitted Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club greatly
as we now have a ‘5 lane air gun range’ that fulfills all the requirements and regulations of
ISSF and NRA. Ally has competed in the 2009 and 2010 Junior Olympics; USA Shooting
Registered International Match; VFW Postal Match, and Grand Canyon State Games—all of
which were in the category of 3 Position Small Bore. Hoping to join the shooting team this
fall, Ally plans to attend West Virginia University in Morgantown majoring in nursing.
We wish both girls the very best in their college careers and their continued participation in the shooting sports.
RSSC Scholarship Committee
Sue Little
Mike Tolliver
Pete Carstensen

Er
ika

Al

ly
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My Experience Shooting the Junior Olympics
My name is Erika Besthoff and a member of the Rio Salado Junior Division. I have been shooting
since I was 13 years old shooting Small Bore, Air Rifle and High Power. This year, my senior year in high
school, I shot in the Arizona State Junior Olympic Qualifier match and earned a qualifying score for Air
Rifle and was 7 points shy of qualifying for small bore. I was invited to Colorado Springs, Colorado to
shoot the Junior Olympic Championships in April at the Olympic Training Center. This was such an honor
to get to participate in an event with all of the top junior shooters in the country, knowing that I was now
one of the top shooters. I had the opportunity to sleep in the dorms and use the athletic dining hall. I got to
meet and dorm with some of the nicest girls from Georgia and California.
The first day we had to check in our equipment, and the judges had to inspect all my gear and rifle
to make sure everything was legal. I then got some practice time in to shoot and get a feel of how the
range was set up. The following day I shot my first match at the Jr. Olympics. It was really awesome to
see how everyone prepared for the first match and all the different ways shooters got focused. After I saw
the results of the first match I shot, I realized how competitive it was. A lot of people shot duplicate
scores, and some had one point differences between each other. I got to see all the college girls shoot and
observe their perfection. It was really awesome to see how serious everyone took shooting. It was nice to
talk to other girls about shooting and relate to them because none of my other friends shoot. The results of
the first match said I placed in the top half at 54th out of 118 shooters with a score of 378 out of 400. A
378 was my personal best score that I've ever shot in Air Rifle. With this score I was in the top half of the
group and shot in the first relay the next day. That night I enjoyed my dinner in the athletic dinning hall,
which was superb, and went to bed early to prepare for the last match.
In the beginning of the second match, my goal was to shoot better than my personal best score that I
shot the day before. I had to focus really hard and concentrate on getting as many tens as I could. I felt
really good after I shot all my targets hoping to shoot better. When the scores were posted I saw that I had
shot the same exact score as I had shot the day before, a 378. I was still very proud of myself for setting a
new standard and amazed that I had the opportunity to shoot there.
The top 8 shooters after the two days of shooting competed in the finals match. In this match they
had ten shots that showed up on a big screen, showing exactly where they shot. They had all the rest of the
shooting competitors watch, and clap every time they shot a ten. At the end of the match they had the
awards ceremony and some Olympic shooting athletes attended. I had a great experience shooting and
meeting new people that I can't wait to go back again next year.
I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and especially to the Rio Salado
Sportsman’s Club for the donation to help get me to Colorado. I am looking forward to participating in the
Jr. Olympics again next year and hopefully I will qualify for Small Bore as well.
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Scattergun Notes
How did we get to July 1 already? Summer is now more than a week old. 182 days gone and 183
left in 2010. You do know that we have 4 seasons in Arizona…Early summer, summer, late summer and
next summer.
We have had on outstanding first 6 months on our shotgun facility with the number of targets
thrown being significantly higher than “09”. There are lots of new faces on the course every week, in addition to all the familiar ones, as the word continues to spread about our great facility. Lets all keep “Safety
as our top priority so if you see any unsafe behavior from any shooter or spectator, new or experienced,
please give them a friendly reminder or bring it to the attention of one of the safety officers and we will
gladly intercede. Remember… Guns open and empty unless shooting from an approved station. Only load
a maximum of 2 shells. Ammunition must be target loads 7 ½, 8 or 9 size shot. Shotguns must be fired
from the shoulder. No rifles, handguns or inappropriate ammo allowed on the shotgun portion of our range.
Got common sense?
We are still seeing some biting and stinging critters from time to time so please stay on the trail. Be
careful when you pick up your empty hulls etc. and wear appropriate shoes. Did I mention that summer is
here? Hats, sun block, shade and water will make your outings more enjoyable?
Our Memorial Day Weekend small gauge/vintage gun shoot was a great success and lots of fun.
We had 90 entries for sporting clays and 38 entries for 5-Stand – Thanks to all who participated. I hope
everyone took some time to remember what Memorial Day really means and to acknowledge the sacrifice
that others made so that we are able to enjoy life as we choose. Did anyone even hear about D-Day?
June 5 was the Ocotillo Open sporting clays shoot. It was well attended by 65 Registered and 6
Hunter Class shooters. Scott Cusanek bested all with a 91 for the HOA win. Great scores were shot in all
classes. Congratulations to all the winners and thanks to everyone who attended. There is a lot of work to
be done at any and all of these shoots so my thanks again to Cheryl, Courtney, Marge, Terry, Danielle,
Billy, Andrew and James plus our volunteer drivers, Dave, Dennis and Sally. How about our new menus
and stands? Pretty classy I’d say! Mark your calendar for our next registered shoot Oct 16. It should be
cool again by then.
Our Red, White & Blue Shoot will be held on Independence Day weekend July 3, 4 & 5. Shooters
can compete on either or both sporting clays and 5-Stand at your choice of 3 levels of challenge on each
day. The Sporting Clays course will be open 7AM to 5PM and 5-Stand from 8-12 noon (Shoot early –
shoot often).
Remember those beautiful spring rains we got? Well we now have lots of dry brush, grass & weeds
that is all extremely flammable. NO SMOKING ALLOWED on the sporting clays course NO EXCEPTIONS. Did I make my point? We want this course to be around forever so let’s all do our part to be safe.
Keep your head on the stock and your eyes on the target.
Jim Rasmussen
Sporting Clays Chief Range Safety Officer
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SCTP Update
Our Scholastic Clay Target Program has completed its second season at Rio Salado. The addition
this year of the Shotgun Combo field and the 2 Token operated trap machines was a welcome addition and
assisted us greatly. This year we had 65 junior shooters participating in the program. At the state level our
team of Stephen Fuller, Kent Thomas and Zach McBee took first place trophies in both Skeet and Sporting
Clays. The team of Chris VanSickle, Taran Homol, Justin Lonchar, Zach Kelly and Jonathon Smith took
second place award in Trap, while the team of Chris McBee, Eric Fleming and Chris VanSickle took home
3rd place honors in Skeet.
Stephen, Kent, Zach and Eric are attending the SCTP Nationals at the World Shooting Complex in
Sparta, Illinois. Nationals are held the second week of July and they plan on staying there for the Junior
World Skeet tournament, along with Chris McBee, the following week.
A big THANK YOU to Rio Salado Sportsman’s club for helping with a $1200 grant to help defray
some of the expenses. Our season starts up again on September 17th with registration and safety classes. If
you know of a youth shooter who would like to try their hand at the clay target games, they can check our
website targetterminatorsaz.com or give me a call at 602-292-0233.
John Olson, Lead Instructor
SCTP
**************************************************************************************
Registered to Vote?
At the most recent NRA convention it was announced several times that there are 20 to 28 million gun owners who are not registered to vote.
If you are not registered to vote, the club encourages you to register as soon as possible.
The easiest way to register is through http://www.serviceaz.com. Online: You may register online using Service Arizona EZ Voter Registration Note: In order to use this method you must have an Arizona Driver License and/or an
Arizona non-operating Identification Card issued by the Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) on or after October 1st,
1996. Upon successful completion of the online EZ Voter registration, you will receive a confirmation number. The
confirmation number is your receipt that the information you entered has been accepted and changed.
You may visit the County Recorder in the county you are a legal resident of and complete an Arizona Voter
Registration form.
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Phoenix, Arizona 85003-2225
PHONE (602)506-1511
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575 N Idaho Rd
Ste #110
Apache Junction AZ 85119
We are sure that everyone is fully aware of the fact that our Second Amendment rights are being attacked by
those in office who think that no civilian should be allowed to own a firearm. It is extremely critical that all gun
owners check to make sure that the politician they vote for is a supporter of your right to keep and own firearms.
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From the Historian’s Pen
6.5 X 53 Dutch Rimmed
This is a rimmed cartridge brought out in 1895 for the Dutch and Romanian rifles of 1892 and
1895. It seems to be a forerunner of the 6.5 X 54 Mannlicher-Schoenauer which came out with 1903, that
was popular in the U.S. but it’s a rimmed cartridge and is 1 millimeter shorter. There were several variations including gallery and blank loads. Blanks used wooden bullets as was the practice of that period.
There were three models two being carbine and the longer rifle all having the knife bayonet. The rifle has
a very smooth action and is well made. All of the parts are well finished in the rifles that I examined. The
bolt has two large locking lugs and a wing safety. It has a 5 round drop down magazine which was common in that era.
Around that period of time some of the other countries such as Japan & Italy among others were
adopting 6.5’s with the same bullet and power factor as the Dutch. Military ammo was loaded with a 156
to 162 grain full metal jacket bullet at around 2400 feet per second. The 6.5’s weren’t highly regarded by
some military authorities as they didn’t have a lot of stopping power. Military ammo for the Dutch was
produced until around the end of WW ll but not in great quantity. By WWll the Netherlands was using
more modern guns. The Germans made some steel case ammo for captured weapons during WW ll. In
the 1950’s some of the Dutch rifles were rebarreled for the 303 British round showing that it is a strong
rifle. In fact in order to make ammo for the 6.5 a 303 British case is shortened and necked down.
There are a few sporting rifles around in this caliber mostly in Europe. The 6.5 bullets are long for
their weight that helps with penetration. Like most 6.5’s the paper ballistics aren’t real impressive but
don’t let that fool you. They are capable of deep penetration with the 160 grain slug. That goes for all the
6.5’s. Every species of game has been taken with these types of cartridges. I found the Dutch rifle capable
of great accuracy especially with the 160 grain round nose which closely duplicates the military load.
With better sights it can really be an accurate shooter. The long 140 grain bullets do ok but lighter slugs
are usually not as accurate. With modern bullets the 6.5’s are effective hunting and target rifles well worth
owning. Also they are an interesting part of history.
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RSSC Historian
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