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As we enter the hotter months, things start slowing down a bit. It’s
nice to have a little slow time so that we can catch up on some general
maintenance and relax a bit. I wish safe journey and a good summer to our
winter visitor friends. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for
their business and double thanks to those who volunteer to help with various
events throughout the year. We appreciate it!
Many of us will be venturing out across the country and around the
world on our own summer time adventures with family and friends. Be careful
and enjoy yourself. As I look back at all the major and minor disasters across
the country these last few months I can’t help but think we Arizonans are
pretty lucky. Take a moment to count your blessings. I look forward to seeing
you all back on the range as summer winds down and the fall shooting season
starts.
Terry Abbott
President
President@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
***************************************************************

Treasurer’s Report

Bob Shell & Jim Decker
********************
Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club, Inc.
3960 N. Usery Pass Road
Mesa, Arizona 85207-9702
Phone:

480-984-3724
480-984-9610

Fax:

480-986-1592
E-MAIL

Office@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

WEB
www.riosaladosportsmans.com
Pete Carstensen, Webmaster

********************
The range is closed on New
Years Day, Easter Sunday,
Thanksgiving Day, and
Christmas Day each year.

This fiscal year, ending shortly (30JUN2011), has been a very
successful period for the Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club in just about every
possible way. Membership is up to a record number and the financial status
continues to be very strong, impressive and debt free … even through this
time of fiscal hardship for so many. Not only have ample funds been
available for current additions and improvements, it has allowed the Board of
Directors to soundly plan for the “Club’s” future expansions in many of the
areas requested by the membership. The Range Manager, employees and the
many dedicated volunteers have been a tremendous asset in the “well run”
reputation attached to this facility … great job all.
Note: Explanation of financial numbers are always available upon request
from members.
Harry Nelson
Treasurer
Treasurer@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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From The Main Range
If you came to the Main Range in May, you may have noticed new signage. While we believe that
signs are not the only way to communicate with shooters, we added some reminders that can help shooters
act safely. You may also have seen the new signs that ask shooters to case and un-case all firearms on the
shooting benches and not on the sitting benches behind the blue line.
The new rule is a direct result of the increase in the number of shooters using the main range and our need
to keep muzzles pointed in a safe direction at all times.
The overall increase in interest in all things gun-related is not only reflected in the number of shooters but in the number of new visitors to the main range. In May, we had 125 new shooters complete our
Range Safety Rules form for first-time guests.
As we enter the hot summer, be sure to drink enough water! Drinking water is available on the main range
for your convenience.
Enjoy the summer, and avoid dehydration.
Tom Schuett
Lead Range Safety Officer
Rso@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
**************************************************************************************

Cowboy Fast Draw at Rio
June 21, 1886--The day dawned hot, that first day of summer in the heart of the Arizona Territory.
Already high in the cloudless sky, most creatures with good sense had gotten out of the scorching sun. All
except for those creatures with no sense at all--those horse-thieving, low-down, yellow dog drifters that
came to relieve you of most of your livestock.
They all high-tailed it toward the Usery Mountains when they saw you coming, surprised that you
had the guts to come out and face them. All but one, that is. Not even moving toward his horse, he loosened the leather thong that anchored that big Colts revolver as he turned toward you. From seven yards,
you could sense the cool desperation of his deadly intent.
He had no idea how fast you were. He had no idea that his days were numbered to mere seconds.
He never saw it coming, that first day of summer in the Arizona Territory.
By: Phil Taska
**************
Howdy, my name is Francis “The Draw” Carlos. I will be taking over the Cowboy Fast Draw Division from Doug Treadway, “Noah Chance”. I would like to thank Doug for his dedication towards the sport
of Fast Draw at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club. Also, on behalf of the Cowboy Fast Draw Division, I would
like to thank the Board of Directors for their support and generosity that they have shown.
**************

Welcome to Cowboy Fast Draw!
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Cowboy Fast Draw at Rio continued
Safety Meeting at 8:30AM and Shooting begins at 9:00AM. We are affiliated with the Cowboy Fast
Draw Association (CFDA), dedicated to Safety First, Fun Second, and Competition Third.
We shoot single action .45 caliber Colts and Colt clones, and we draw that shooter from 1880’s-style gun
leather. Our target is a 24-inch steel plate connected to a timer. Cowboys and Cowgirls are paired up by
random drawing, then each pair of shooters competes against one another. When the light at the center
of the target comes on, draw, fire, and, of course, hit the dang target. The shooter with the fastest recorded times, wins.
The ammunition we shoot is a wax bullet powered by a 209 shotgun primer. The wax bullet travels at
about the same velocity as a .45 Colt round, but the cost is only about seven cents per round. You’ve got
to admit, that’s pretty darned affordable.
We also dress the part. Shooters, both women and men, dress in outfits that echo the last decade of the
19th century. Hats, boots, suspenders, trousers...if you’ve ever seen an episode of Gunsmoke on TV, well,
that’s what we look like.
Safety is THE primary concern during our club matches. There are very specific safety regulations that we
cover in our Safety Meeting before the shoot. CFDA certified Range Officers control the firing line, and
Hand Judges keep the shooters on the straight and narrow while on the line.
To learn even more about the sport of Cowboy Fast Draw and the CFDA, please visit us online at
www.cowboyfastdraw.com. You’ll find wagon-loads of great information about the sport including the
CFDA rule book, events, testimonials, and the ever popular Alias List.
If y’all need even more info, feel free to contact the Cowboy Fast Draw Division Representative at CowboyFastDraw@RioSaladoSportsmans.com.
Happy Trails and Safe Shooting.
Francis Carlos “The Draw”
Cowboy Fast Draw Division Director
Cowboyfastdraw@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Got a Question, a Change of Address, email or other
Membership Info?
Our Email address is: Office@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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The Junior Division
The Junior Division ended another very successful season at our annual Fun Shoot on June 2. This
year we had an all-time high of 96 juniors join since September 1 when the season started, and we had 78
attend one of the monthly New Shooter classes. During the year we distributed 253 certificates from the
Winchester/NRA Marksmanship Program.
The annual Fun Shoot featured a pot-luck dinner and awards from the various competitions. Cadie Perkins and Donnie Smith achieved the Expert Category, and five completed the entire program and received Distinguished Expert certificates: Olivia Besthoff, Hannah Virga, Zoe Birch, Zach Kofron, and Gage Clark. All five of that group plus Tyler Rico and Alexandrea Provine also qualified to attend
the USA Shooting Junior Olympic National Championships in Colorado Springs. Congratulations to all of
them for their excellent accomplishments.
We also want to thank three other Rio divisions that allowed juniors to try their firearms. It was
great fun for everyone and we appreciate their time.
Black Powder: John Schaffer, Larry Cofield. Full Auto: Mickey Thompson, Scott Cornelius, Bob Taylor, Jeff
Kelly. Cowboy: Bob Stewart, Ken Hagan, Ed Hagan.
Many thanks to the coaches that work hard every week to make sure the program keeps running: Mike Franklin, Mike Costello, Jack Kramer, Myles Gorin, Frank Simmons, and Ed Roberts.
See you all when we start again on September 1.

Continued
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The Junior Division

Cody Nelson, Matthew Hartzell-Robbins, Alex Munoz, Kade Jackovitch, Zoe Birch, Hannah Virga

Jack Kramer
Junior Division
Junior@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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.22 Division Report
"What wisdom can you find that is greater than kindness?"
Jean-Jacques Rousseau
1712-1778
I want to thank the Board for their generous donations and thank all the individuals who donated to
our Troop Donation at the May .22 Pistol Match. To date we have raised $2,428.00 and 231 boxes have
been sent overseas this year. We know that some of our troops will be returning by the end of this year and
we look forward to having them home. Our packages will continue going to those who are serving our
country. We are proud of all of them and thank them for their service.
Thank you again for your donations making this a worthy and successful project.
Sue Little
.22 Division Director
22pistol@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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The Troops From the .22 Division
Hi Sue, some of the goodies going to our Navy Seal today, so far this
year we have sent 196 boxes. Yesterday using money from the previous
shoot I was able to buy 40 canisters of Kool Aid. Howard

*********************
Dear Howard
I would like to take this little bit of free time i have to sit down and email you. I would first like to
introduce my self i am Kyle Stout I am deployed to Afghanistan as you know. This is my first tour overseas so all the support me and my soldiers get is very appreciated second I would like to thank you and
your family for all the support it means alot to me to know someone I don't directly know is sending a care
package to me while I am over seas and cares enough about our troops to take the time out of your life to
send a package. Hopefully when I get home I will get the honor to meet you and your family.
Spc Stout, kyle
*********************
Howard,
Once again you and Connor Rock!
I've included some photo's. I'm the one kneeling with the eight point cover and the pistol on my body armor.
The other photo is of a V-22 Osprey.
I wouldn't tell my wife this and will deny it if I had to, but your better at sending packages than she is...
V/R
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Ladies Get Your Guns!
HerHandgun.com
Training for Women, by Women…

HerHandgun Ladies Only Monthly Match/Practice Sessions - Join the Fun!
HerHandgun's Ladies Montlhy Match and Practice Session is growing in popularity! More and
more of our students are getting hooked on shooting as a sport and catching the competition
bug!
Our practice matches are held on pistol bays 1 & 2 and structured to accommodate all skill levels. Ladies are introduced to USPSA style of competition and have the opportunity to see different types of pistols and gear before choosing what they might want to buy.
Unlike most matches, HerHandgun offers a relaxed, supportive environment so the ladies feel
comfortable stepping outside of their comfort zones. Instructors Kippi Leatham & Debbie Keehart offer assistance as the ladies navigate their way through the match.
For more information on HerHandgun's matches, practices, and training classes, please visit us
at:
www.HerHandgun.com Email us for more details at info@HerHandgun.com
We look forward to meeting you on the range!!
Kippi Leatham & Debbie Keehart
Champion Shooters/Instructors

Our range is safe because YOU are safe.
Help others to be safe also.
If you are uncomfortable about a situation,
contact a Range Safety Officer or Match Director immediately!
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From the Historian’s Pen
The 9.5 Turkish Mauser
The cartridge was adopted in 1887 in the model 87 Mauser taking place of the 11.43 Turkish which
was in service since 1874. It was chambered in a single shot Peabody-Martini rifle as well as the Mauser
rifle. It was the last and smallest of the black powder military rounds. Mauser experimented with various
combinations to come up with this round which they felt was the ideal black powder round. It is considered
one of the most efficient black powder rounds ever developed. The model 87 Mauser is basically a 71/84
modified to take the smaller caliber round. They did put a locking lug at the rear of the bolt and it has an 8
round inline magazine. The military load was a 284 grain lead bullet at about 1700 FPS giving it over 1900
FT LBS of energy. It was fairly potent for its day. Turkey initially ordered 500,000 but due to an escape
clause they took delivery of about 220,000 before going to the new model 89 in 7.65 getting about 280,000
of them to fulfill the contract with Mauser. The contract was written in such a way that if Mauser developed a superior rifle before the original contact was filled Mauser was obligated to fill the remaining order
with the newer rifle. Such was the case with the 7.65 Mauser round and the model 89 rifle.
Unfortunately it was obsolete as soon as it was brought out. The 8 X 50 Lebel which uses smokeless powder came out a year prior to the 9.5.That made its service life about three years though I imagine
they kept a few for training purposes. It saw very little if any combat action. There were a few used in WW
l and perhaps a few skirmishes though it was long obsolete by then. In 1890 Turkey scraped it in favor of
the more modern 7.65 Mauser. The model 87 rifle isn’t very common due to the short service life of the
round as Turkey scrapped the rifles when they adopted the 89. There were some Martini Henrys that were
chambered for this round and sometimes they can be found.
The round is nothing more then an 11 X 60 Mauser that is necked down to 9.5. The other cases dimensions are essentially the same. Bullet diameter runs from .384 to .388 depending on the rifle. Like
many old guns it is a good idea to slug the bore to get the best diameter bullet. Cases and bullets are available from a couple of specialty makers though they are expensive.
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
Historian@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

All Members are invited to attend the Board of Directors Meeting held in the RSSC Activity Center
on the Third Wednesday of each month beginning at 7:00pm.
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