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Summer is upon us and the heat is on. Our winter visitor friends have
left for cooler areas and the range is less crowded. Even so we continue to see
good participation at most of our matches and your Board of Directors and the
Range personnel continue to move forward with projects and improvements to
our facilities. Our new Air gun/Training building is virtually complete lacking
only the main electrical hook-up. That should be accomplished by the time
you read this. A much needed renovation of the target supports for the main
range is planned for July and we are working on a club house and office
project for the shotgun range. More improvements to the high power and
small bore ranges are also in the works.
If your summer time plans includes heading to Northern Arizona don’t
forget to take your guns. The Arizona Game and Fish department has opened a
new shooting range east of Flagstaff. Construction has been ongoing for the
past several months and they have rifle, pistol and shotgun ranges open and
are starting to run matches. A managing club is now in place and I know they
would appreciate support for their activities. Find out more here. http://
northernarizonashootingrange.com/
With well over 4000 members now our ranges are sometimes a little
crowded. Many of our members bring guests out to enjoy the shooting sports
and that’s great. As members we are all responsible for taking care of our
range, being safe and treating other members with respect. If you run into a
situation where things are a little crowded please be patient and be particularly
attuned to safety. If you bring guests out, make sure they understand the rules
and behave accordingly. Our most commonly violated rule is lack of safety
glasses. Eye protection is MANDATORY at all times. If you bring guests
make sure they understand this and have eye protection when they arrive.
Safety glasses are available at the office or main range for a nominal cost if
you need them. Be safe, obey the rules and we can all have a good time.
Thanks in advance for your cooperation.
Terry Abbott
President
President@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Pete Carstensen, Webmaster

********************
The range is closed on New
Years Day, Easter Sunday,
Thanksgiving Day, and
Christmas Day each year.

All Members are invited to attend the Board of Directors Meeting
held in the RSSC Activity Center on the
Third Wednesday of each month beginning at 7:00pm.
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From the MAIN RANGE
Range Etiquette
Here is a quiz: Do you chew with your mouth open? Do you put your feet up on someone else’s couch? Do
you belch out loud during dinner?.............. I didn’t think so. We are taught and remember some basic etiquette that we use so much every day, it is second nature. Range etiquette may not come so naturally, so
here are some reminders:
Observe all of the range rules. Everyone has a safe and enjoyable time at the range when the rules are
followed by all. If you have a question about the rules, ask a Range Safety Officer.
Follow the 3 NRA basic rules for gun handling:
ALWAYS keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.
ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot.
ALWAYS keep the gun un-loaded until ready to use.
Know how your firearm operates. It could be the difference between an accident and a good day at
the range.
Shoot straight from your bench. Angles cause ricochets and can interfere with another shooter’s target.
Use only one target frame at a time for your bench. The shooting lanes are narrow and you should not
want to shoot into targets on either side of you.
If your gun ejects empties, control them in the best way you can. Revolvers and bolt-action guns are
easy to keep the empties nearby for your clean-up. Semi-autos are not as straight forward.
Screens are available on the back fence to help keep hot empties from bothering your neighbors.
No crazy talk. The range really isn't the place to vent about the government or your ex-spouse and her
or his new “friend”. Nobody at the range wants to worry about your mental state due to your
musings.
Be ready for target time (cease-fire). Have your targets and tape or stapler ready to go. Don’t just
walk out to fix your target at a slow pace, watch for others who are returning so the range may be
made “hot” in a reasonable amount of time. You don’t like to wait while shooters take their time
placing their targets when you are ready to continue shooting.
Pay attention:
You may have heard the range commands surrounding the one-minute warning and
cease-fire a hundred times, but the shooters near you may need to hear them.
Be aware of your surroundings to be sure of the condition of the range (hot vs. cold)
and safety issues that you observe.
Clean-up your empties and other debris and return stools, rests, blocks and bags to your bench or the
bench they were borrowed from. Strip the targets off of the target frame and return the target
frame to the sheds where they are stored.

Due to Health & Safety hazards, there is no smoking within the fenced area at the Main Range .
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MAIN RANGE NEWS
GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS:
The good news is that the Main Range is going to get a facelift. New target
frame holders are going to be installed at 11, 25, 50 and 100 yards. They will be more
sturdy and less susceptible to damage from errant bullets.
The bad news is that the Main Range will be closed beginning July 9th. The
work will last approximately 1 to 2 weeks, so we expect to re-open the Main Range as
soon as possible.
While the Main Range is closed, all non-members and members accustomed to
using the Main Range will use the High-Power and Small Bore Ranges instead.
Thanks for patience while the improvements are made!

**********************************************
CALEB STRATTON

Scholarship Recipient
Congratulations to Caleb, the recipient of the 2012 Rio Salado
sportsman’s Club Scholarship.
He is the son of Dan and Amy Stratton
and is a recent graduate of Basha High School in Chandler. Caleb was
active in school wrestling programs from 6th grade to his junior year.
He started shooting a .22 rifle at age 8. By the 5th grade he was an
active participant in the SCTP shotgun program and continues to compete
in Trap, 5 Stand, and Sporting Clays. He recently purchased a 7.62X54
Mosin Nagant and plans to shoot the M1 Garand Matches.
Caleb works this summer as part of the Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club
maintenance crew and will prepare to leave September 6 th for BYU
(Rexburg) where he will major in criminal justice. After taking a hiatus from school to go on his mission in January, 2013, he’ll return to
finish his degree then move to Salt Lake to enter the master’s program
at the LDS Business College for his business management degree.
Thanks to Caleb for his club service project, a requirement of the
scholarship application, installing new boards and hand rails on the
bridge by the new Classroom/Air Gun building.
Caleb will be presented with the award at the July Board Meeting, July 18th at 7:00
p.m.
We wish him the very best!
Scholarship Committee
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"No better way to spend
Memorial Day weekend
than with Dad"
".22 Pistol
Matches can be a
family outing"
"Waiting their turn"

"Make ready...are you
ready...stand by...beep"

.22 Division
**********************************
UNCLASSIFIED
We were under a very busy schedule for the last month, so I'm
very sorry I haven't replied awhile. I got all of the boxes you sent and
me an all the other guys were so greatful. It was really nice to get all that
stuff after the hard work we had all done for the past month.
Again thank you so much.
Mr. Love,
My Marines and I can't thank you and Connor enough for the
care packages you have sent. We received three or them today and let
me tell you, everything will be put to good use. It is wonderful people
like yourselves that keep our spirits up and get us through our deployments. Once again thank, take care and God bless.
SSgt John Egner & Marines
VMA-211 QA

".22 Pistol is a great way
to prepare for Rio Salado's Junior Program or
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.22 division
Letter from Dakota
Dear Mr. Love,
First, let me tell you a little bit about myself and how I came to receive your packages. I'm twenty
one years old and I'm from a very small town in southeast Kansas. I'm a sniper assigned to the Recon Platoon in the 1st Battalion 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade, 4th Infantry Division stationed in Fort Carson, CO. I joined the Army my junior year of high school and left for basic training in June of 2009 after
graduating high school. When complete, I went straight to Afghanistan where I was sent to Recon where
I've been ever since. After I returned to the US in 2010 I became a sniper and continued training until I was
deployed here to the Kunar Province, Afghanistan in the middle of last month.
So, now that you know a little about me, here's when I received your package. I was recently called
out to a mission as QRF (quick reaction force) in support of some special forces guys in a really bad place
and given about twelve hours to prepare. My platoon and my sniper section were placed on Chinooks and
sent in to help, without any idea of how long we were to be there or what we were up against. You can imagine the stress. On a side note, you being a Boeing employee, I'd like to thank you for the Apache Helicopter. It's an infantryman's best friend. Nothing feels better than having an Apache for support when
you're on the ground. Especially being a sniper and a recon scout because we go out in small numbers.
Back to the story. Four days later (with the safe return of everyone) I come into the room where I stay. I
haven't eaten in the last eighteen hours. I've slept less than ten hours in the last four days. I haven't showered, have been sleeping and laying in dirt, and sweated profusely while climbing mountains, running, and
carrying all my gear which isn't light (the only bad thing about being a sniper). I look on my bed and there
were two packages. Expecting them to be from my family I read the address and saw it was from Mesa,
AZ. Confused, having no friends from Arizona besides one of our snipers, I dropped my bags and rifles
and pulled out my knife and began to open the boxes. I saw the picture of Connor and couldn't help but
smile. When I read the letter I was deeply moved. A man and his grandson sent nearly five hundred boxes
to soldiers like myself last year and this year they've sent one to me. I was smiling so big. I'm not ashamed
to say I ate a whole bag of beef jerky right then and there before I showered, cleaned my rifles or anything.
I couldn't help but tell everyone in the room just what you guys were doing and what snacks and things you
sent us. They were all just as excited as I was. I got out my tape and immediately hung up the picture of
Connor on my wall. It definitely improved my morale more than anything.
Now, knowing how I came to receive your box I want to thank you. Words can't explain how
thankful I am for what you do. I can't describe the gratitude that I feel. I was so touched when I read the
letter and saw the things that you sent for myself, and the soldiers in my platoon. I know that you spent
your hard earned money and time to do such a thing. I was amazed when you said you've been doing it for
the last six years. It's a very honorable and selfless thing that you're doing. There's many soldiers across the
armed forces don't have family or friends that will send them packages. Being in a foreign country with
little resources is a burden in itself, then you add stress from combat and you have a recipe for some tough
times. So receiving a package with snacks and a card can make their day. My family does their best to send
things that I need and I'm very grateful for that. I try to thank them with gifts, money, and other things but
they refuse it. I'm sure you're of similar character. It's amazing how a small thoughtful gift can make
someone's day. You and your grandson are touching lives, whether you realize it or not. I believe you're
also instilling in him a sense of patriotism that many young people lack.
Continued
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.22 Division continued
Many people don't realize the
sacrifices that are made to keep them
free. Many great people have given
their lives. Some of them being my
close friends. I'm so thankful for you
and your grandson. I can speak for everyone in my platoon when I say that
you have done more than just send us
some packages. You've raised our spirits and amazed us with your kindness.
If you ever need anything you can
email me and you obviously already
have my address.

Dakota is on the right

Sincerely,
SGT Dakota Walker
Sierra 3 Sniper TeamSue Little
.22 Division Director
22pistol@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

**********************************************
Arizona Junior Rifle Shooters
Outstanding on the Rifle Range and in Academics
Congratulations to three juniors who have raised the bar in Arizona’s Junior shooting programs and
also been extraordinary ambassadors for junior rifle sports. “We are proud to honor these young teammates
and are fortunate to have supported their growth and success in our junior division high power, smallbore
and air rifle programs,” said Tom Kirby, a veteran shooting coach and a junior division director for the
ASRPA.
Tyler Rico, Alexandrea Provine, and Joey Kendrick, all members of the Arizona State Rifle & Pistol Association (ASRPA) and Rio Salado Sportsman's Club junior marksmanship programs, have been offered appointments to Air Force Academy, West Point Military Academy, and Annapolis Naval Academy
for their academics and competitive shooting accomplishments. They will be leaving this June to complete
four-year degrees followed by active duty commitments. The academies are looking specifically for high
school graduates who are “competitive young men and women.” This qualifies organized rifle shooting as
an excellent athletic activity for kids to be involved in, Kirby said. According to available information,
there have never been three graduating high school seniors who are members of the same statewide rifle
and pistol association and teammates on the same high power, smallbore and air rifle teams, who have
earned appointments to the three military academies. This is most likely an Arizona and national first.
Tyler Rico, 17, a graduating senior at Flowing Wells High School in Tucson, received an automatic
appointment to the Air Force Academy.
Continued
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Arizona Junior Rifle Shooters
Outstanding on the Rifle Range and in Academics
Continued
Tyler began shooting with the ASRPA Junior High Power Rifle Team at the young age of ten and broke
several national records shooting the AR-15 rifle before age 14. He then added smallbore rifle and air rifle
as a member of the Rio Salado Junior Division.
Tyler is now a four-time national Junior champion of the Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP),
and the National Rifle Association (NRA). He owns the junior across-the-course record of 794 out of 800
points with 33X’s shooting at 200, 300 and 600 yards. At age 13 he became the youngest ever to earn the
CMP Distinguished Rifleman badge and also is the youngest competitor ever to place second in the President’s-Hundred Match held at the National Matches, out-scoring all of the US Army Marksmanship Unit’s
team members in the process. Tyler holds a High-Master classification.
Tyler owns a national record in sporter air rifle and is a member of the Tucson Flowing Wells HS
Army JROTC unit that earned Team National Champion at the 2012 national championships where he also
took second place in the Individual division. In April Tyler won the men's gold medal at the National Junior Olympic Shooting Championships at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs. This first place
finish, earned him a position on the coveted USA Shooting National Junior Team.
Tyler is also an Eagle Scout and holds the Black Belt in Karate. He is an AP Honor’s Student with
a GPA of 4.0 and will be graduating in the top of his class. Tyler said his wants to learn to fly the Air
Force’s close air support A-10 Thunderbolt after graduation from the Academy. “Shooting rifle at the national level has taught me to not shy away from competitive challenges in life, and this belief has helped
open doors to my future career,” Tyler stated. Tyler said many times that he is fortunate to have been given
the opportunity to compete in rifle at a very young age, and appreciates the support of the ASRPA and Rio
Salado junior programs, Kirby explained.
Alexandria Provine, 18, a graduating senior at Canyon del Oro High School in Tucson and teammate of Tyler in the Flowing Wells High School JROTC program, received an appointment to the United
States Military Academy, West Point where she will join the Black Knight’s Rifle Team. Alex and Tyler
will be competing against each other at the NCAA level and will probably be groomed by their individual
programs to compete for positions on the 2016 Olympic Team. It is quite possible that they could be competing in Rio de Janeiro in 2016.
Alex began shooting rifle in Arizona at age 16 as a sophomore and has been competing as a member of ASRPA and Rio Salado in AR-15 high power, .22-cal. smallbore and air rifle disciplines for only
three years. She practiced air rifle four days a week in the mornings before school, and two days a week
after school. During the summer months, she spent four to six hours a day shooting at least four days a
week. She became National Champion at the 2012 National JROTC Sporter Air Rifle Championships.
Alex has been Arizona State Champion in the Junior Olympic qualifier matches and is classified Master in
conventional position smallbore.
Alex began with the ASRPA Junior High Power Rifle Team in May 2010, where she borrowed an
AR-15 rifle and then proceeded to “clean” the 200-yard target (a perfect score), in rapid fire sitting at the
Arizona Junior High Power Championships. In August she attended the Camp Perry National Matches and
earned points towards becoming a CMP Distinguished Rifleman, then returned home with an Expert classification. . Those who have competed against Alex describe her as having an unusual competitive edge,
which Tyler describes as a “death glare,” that she uses to get inside competitors’ heads to cause them to
make mistakes.
Alex is also a fine artist and says that the unerring focus and quick thinking is the same in painting
and drawing as in competitive shooting. “They are very similar in terms of the mental approach,” Alex
said.
Continued
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Arizona Junior Rifle Shooters
Outstanding on the Rifle Range and in Academics
Continued
“Fine art has taught me how to use these skills to improve my focus and to relax when competing,”
she added. Alex hand-painted Tyler’s sporter air rifle with the Air Force Academy colors and added a few
tiger stripes, for good measure.
Alex is an AP Honor’s student and a member of the National Honor’s Society. Her GPA is 4.0 and
she will also be graduating in the top of her class. She is interested in a career in chemical engineering with
the U.S. Army.
Joey Kendrick, age 18, is a graduating senior at Gilbert High school. Joey received an appointment
to the US Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. He began shooting organized rifle during his Junior
year in high school, and with only a few days of practice he was invited to join the ASRPA Junior Rifle
Team. He was a member of the team that won the Minuteman Trophy as the 2011 National Champion Junior High Power Team at Camp Perry OH. Joey was also a firing member of the six-person National Infantry Trophy Team that won the Silver medal at the 2011 National Matches and also earned points towards
the Distinguished Rifleman badge.
At Gilbert High School Joey has has been active in USAF JROTC for four years. He has been
Corps Commander, 2011-2012 Distinguished Cadet, and was Drill Commander of his unit’s national
championship drill team. He has amassed three JROTC national championships along with forty-three trophies. Joey is also an AP Honor’s student, a member of the National Honor’s Society, and has a weighted
GPA of 4.1. Joey will also be graduating in the top of his class.
His JROTC commander, Major Loucel, who speaks very highly of Joey, said, “Joey is an exceptional cadet, who has always been among the top in the corps since he joined. Joey is an extremely selfdisciplined young man who is very competitive with himself. .“There’s not a day that goes by that I don’t
think about the guidance and opportunity we were provided in Arizona’s junior rifle shooting,” Joey said.
“All three of us…me, Tyler and Alex, the ‘Three Amigos,’ are fortunate to have been at the right place at
the right time, with people believing in us, and helping to achieve our dreams”.
Congratulations and good luck to Tyler, Alex, and Joey. It has been a great pleasure to have been
able work with these rare athletes and future leaders of our country whom he says, “possess deep reserves
of energy and dedicated passion to excel in their education, in rifle shooting and in their upcoming careers
in the military academies and beyond.”
For more information regarding the Arizona State Rifle and Pistol
Association’s Junior shooting programs available for youngsters to
young adults, email Tom Kirby at
tkirby44bg@hotmail.com. Or call
Tom at 602-463-0604. Everything for
new rifle shooters is initially provided
at no cost to help a new junior get
started in competitive rifle shooting.
Tom Kirby
High Power Junior Program
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Cowboy Fast Draw Division at Rio
Welcome to Cowboy Fast Draw with the Rio Salado Vaqueros!
“Rio Salado Vaquero’s the name and Cowboy Fast Draw’s the game.” Well, I guess it sounded better
when Maverick (James Garner) said something like that back in the golden age of TV westerns.
For those who have not heard of us, Cowboy Fast Draw is a Division at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club. The
name of our outfit is the Rio Salado Vaqueros and we are affiliated with the Cowboy Fast Draw Association (CFDA). We shoot on the second Saturday of each month at Pistol Bay 1, just to the east of the Public
Range.
Our summer schedule is now in effect, so we get things going a bit earlier--7 AM to be pretty much exact.
We shoot until about noon, or there abouts. Folks, this is Arizona and it’s hot out there. Take precautions and stay hydrated. Also, make sure to check the Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club Calendar for up-todate info.
We shoot real guns and use real gun-leather. Our motto is: “Safety first, fun second, and competition
third.”
And speaking of competition, the CFDA’s 2012 Nevada State Championship and the Western Territorial
Championship were held in Virginia City, Nevada, June 8th, 9th, and 10th. This was a combined event,
allowing competitors to attend two “Titled” events at the same location over the same weekend. Several
RSV members attended, including The Draw, Southwest KC, Muletrain, Wild Onion Willie, Old West, Miss
Kitty, and Sparrowhawk. I have it on good authority that a certain “No Name” was a basket case during
the shoot-offs. Yup, competition does make the heart beat faster!
If you find yourself at Rio on the morning of the second Saturday of the month, please stop by Pistol Bay 1
and say “howdy.” You’ll meet a big herd of friendly folks and you’ll get plenty of information on everything from the history of the sport, to safety, to where to buy this and that. Cowboy Fast Draw is not just
for cowboys--cowgirls are welcome, too. Please, ladies, come on down. You’ll meet some of the most
charming and polite cowboys in the Arizona Territory!
To learn more about the sport of Cowboy Fast Draw, you can visit the CFDA online at
www.cowboyfastdraw.com. You’ll find wagon-loads of great information about the sport including the
CFDA rule book, events, testimonials, and the ever popular Alias List. Also, visit the Rio Salado Vaqueros
on the web at www.riosaladovaqueros.com. Ain’t that internet a wonderment?
If y’all need even more info, feel free to contact RSV President Muletrain (a.k.a. Bart Carr) at 480-7103593, or by email at muletrain2010@msn.com. You can also contact The Draw (Francis Carlos), Cowboy
Fast Draw Division Director, by email at CowboyFastDraw@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
Be safe and shoot straight,
Longeye
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Pistol Silhouette Cowboy Lever Action
Hello everyone. In May we had a great match. We had 30 shooters come out to take part in the
match. There were 2 youths, 3 Women, and the rest were males. We had to have 5 relays which we normally do not have to have. 5 relays would be the max that we could have to have for any match that we
would be able to run for a match. The June match we had 26 shooters come out and took part in the match.
There were 2 youths, 2 women, and the rest were men. For the youths 1 was a male and 1 was a female.
For the May match I also asked for donations for the AZ Humane Society from people that wanted
to make a donation. I collected $24.00 and I took it to the Humane Society on Monday. They are very appreciative for the donations.
Our next match will be on 7/1/2012. It’s going to be hot out so be sure to start hydrating yourself
the day before the match. I will be bringing out water or soda for people to have if they need to drink
something during the match. I will bring out something for people to drink during the hotter matches so
that people will not suffer from the heat. We want everyone to have a good and safe time while they are
out shooting in the matches. So keep it safe and know your body and what it needs.
Jeff Segal
Division Director
Pistol Silhouette/Cowboy Lever Action
PistolSil@RioSaladosportsmans.com
*******************************************************************************

HerHandgun
HerHandgun’s ladies enjoy shooting pistol at HerHandgun practice matches
every month. Next month the ladies will get a taste of shotgun and pistol. After that,
they will be introduced to rifle as well.
HerHandgun will continue to instruct and support women in handgun training
but from time to time long guns will be brought out for all to enjoy.
We also want to welcome Tanya and Ashley to the group. The ladies joined in
for our May practice match and did very well!
For more information on Firearms Training For Women… By Women, please
contact us at info@HerHandgun.com. Visit the website at www.HerHandgun.com.
We are on Facebook also!!
HerHandgun Instructors:
Kippi Leatham & Debbie Keehart
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Scattergun Notes
Just in case no one has told you… It is official now. It is HOT! So, shoot at your own pace, find
some shade, and keep re-hydrating. You may notice that the parking lot is still pretty full early in the day.
That is a great time to come out and play and we can accommodate lots of shooters on the course without
being crowded so come on out and enjoy the beautiful mornings.
Did someone mention shade? A covered area has been approved for the Token Stations. This area
gets lots of use and your “Board” has funded the acquisition. According to the contractor, it will be done
“SOON”. What a great word.
We had a great registered S.C. match June 2 and 3 consisting of 50 FITASC and 50 S.C. targets.
For those who couldn’t attend, you missed a fun shoot with some really interesting and challenging targets.
High score on the S.C. was Scott Cusanek 47 x 50. High on the FITASC was Wes Borie with a 45 x 50.
There were lots of other good scores as well. Check our web page for a complete listing. Thanks to everyone who came out and shot.
Our Memorial Weekend S.C. Shoot was well attended and was an opportunity to dust off those
SxS, pumps, and small gauge guns and engage in a little friendly competition. Results are posted in the
Activity Center Office and at the Combo field bulletin board. Check and see if you have any money coming to you.
The June Bug 50-50-50 trap shoot is also in the history books. If you have Thursdays off, come out
and join in. Watch your E-mails and bulletin boards for info on when the next shoot will be held – generally the 2nd or 3rd Thursday of the month. 50 16s, 50 HDCP, and 25 PR of Doubles is the usual program
plus a great lunch.
Have you considered coming out and shooting 5-Stand on Thursdays 5pm to 9pm. I am not certain
what P.M. stands for but I think it means cooler. Try it, you might like it.
In closing, thanks to all the staff, “Board” and patrons for making Rio such a great place to shoot…
Shotguns.
Your Sweet Lovable
Target Setter,
Jim

Got a Question, a Change of Address, email or other
Membership Info?
Our Email address is: Office@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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From the Historian’s Pen
30 Luger
The 1890’s saw some exciting advancements in semi-auto handguns. Smokeless powder and better
quality cases made semi auto pistols practical. Their rapid fire capability endeared them to the various military powers of the world once they understood the advantages of more firepower. The high velocities that
were obtainable astonished many of the old timers who were still using black powder and revolvers.
The .30 Borchardt is considered the first successful semi though the .30 Mauser came out shortly afterwards and lasted a lot longer. The Borchardt was invented by Hugo Borchardt and improved by Georg Luger, which became the famous Luger Pistol. The Luger works on a toggle link system much like an elbow
bending and then locking. The round is shorter version of the 30 Mauser.
In 1900 the Swiss adopted in it the .30 Luger caliber beating the Germans by several years. The
German Navy adopted it in 1904 while the Army picked it up in
1908 as the PO8 both in 9 mm. Other countries adopted it including Brazil, Bulgaria and Portugal in the 30 caliber though none use
it any longer. A few other pistols chambered this round including
the SIG, Walther P-38, Ruger P 89 and the Browning High Power
though the Luger was the main gun used for this cartridge. The
military round uses a 93 grain FMJ bullet at about 1220 FPS which
feeds well but lacks stopping power. That was the reason that
some military personal didn’t like it. The small caliber and non
expanding bullets just don’t cut it for self defense. It was however
accurate and good at longer ranges especially with the available
shoulder stock. The accuracy, which is very good endearing it to
many in the military in spite of its lack of stopping power. Recoil is
very manageable for all shooters. The pistol points naturally and is
light which makes it more user friendly. Ammo and empty cases
are available for someone who is lucky enough to own one.
While the Germans didn’t officially adopt the 30 caliber it
saw some use in WW l as handguns were in short supply though
mostly in the Mauser round and handgun. They did manufacture
some commercial models in the 1920’s in 30 caliber and my specimen is one of those. There were about 50,000 made then.
The downfall of the Luger for military use was its complexity and close tolerances. The Germans went to the Walther P38 prior to WWll as it is easier to manufacture and works well. Today it would be impossible to manufacture a Luger the same way it
was done then due to cost. Too bad!
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
Historian@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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Point Blank Range
the first in a series entitled:

Know Your Gun
by Dagley Reeves Member# 3673
My father was once invited to go to Colorado Elk hunting. I remember to this day how he prepared
for that event. He had me take an old cardboard dartboard that wasn’t much good anymore out to, oh say
75 yards or so. He shot about three times, hitting somewhere on the dartboard and called it good. The elk
trophy he returned with still hangs on my wall. Most of my friends who hunt prepare much the same way
except they use paper plates for targets.
So, while I am a little more anal when it comes to sighting in firearms, you can’t argue with success. The old paper plate method at 100 paces (more or less) still works. What my old man and many of
my friends might be surprised to know however, is why it works. They are hitting their targets at point
blank range.
Now, if I asked them what point blank range means, they might say something like “...so close you
can’t possibly miss, even if you don’t aim!” Well that’s kinda what I thought until I looked into the matter
a little closer. “Point Blank Range” as it turns out is a little more complicated than that. It is actually a
range, (like from zero to 200 yards) that a marksman can hit a specific sized target, with a specific round,
with the gun zeroed at a specific distance under specific conditions, when aiming at the center of the target,
without adjusting the sights. Huh?
Back to the paper plate. Let’s say you have an ought six that shoots pretty good. You know it’s
dead on at a hundred yards. And let’s also say it’s a hunting gun for uh...deer. So, you muse, how far away
can a deer be, and you can still hit it in the goody box without adjusting anything and aiming at the shoulder?
An experiment is in the making. I didn’t have a deer target laying around but I did have, you
guessed it, a paper plate. As with most scientific experiments, I made a few assumptions. The first was: If
you put a paper plate on the shoulder of a good sized deer, it would pretty much cover the vital organs like
heart and lung. The next assumption: “If I can hit the plate, I can kill a deer.”
Ok, stay with me here. I have selected a target of a specific size. I have a specific firearm which I
know to be accurate and I have some bullets I made up, also accurate. My gun is zeroed at a hundred yards
(a specific distance) and I am mildly curious as to how far away I can move the paper plate and still hit it,
aiming at the center. So, in effect, what I am trying to determine is... POINT BLANK RANGE.
So, before going to the range and hacking around with no clear direction, I loaded a ballistics program into my Ipad to get an idea of what to expect. Remember we are dealing with “specifics” here so I
had to tell the program what kind of bullet I was using, it’s ballistic coefficient, velocity, distance of the
scope above the barrel, zero distance, temperature, altitude and other stuff. Then I hit “Compute”.
The next thing I did was to take a paper plate and plot where the program said the bullets would hit
at various ranges. At twenty five yards, the computer predicted the bullet would actually hit a little less
than an inch low. Hmmmnnn. Well, since the scope is about an inch and a half above the barrel, I guess
that makes sense. At fifty, the computer indicated the bullet would arrive about of a third of an inch high.
Also makes sense. If you think in terms of lobing a wad of paper at a trash bin across the room, you realize
you can’t throw it directly at the bin. You have to lob it in there. So the wad of paper is going up for some
time...until it starts to go down. Same thing with a bullet. At a hundred, which is the zero distance I had put
in, of course the computer said dead on. At 150 yards, the bullet is really starting to head downhill and the
bullet hole should appear an inch and a half or so south of the bulls eye. At 200 yards, the bullet is getting
pretty close to the edge of the plate. At this point, based on my computations I form an hypothesis:
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Point blank range for a .30-06, shooting a 168 grain Berger BTHP at 2,650
fps, with the scope zeroed at a hundred yards, at about 1,300 M.S.L. , on a
95 degree day, at a target roughly 9 inches in diameter, is about 200 yards.”
I’m a freaking genius! Or, am I”? Here is the photo of my hypothesis target.
How well, will my hypothesis hold up to experimentation? What do you
think?
Well, here is the actual target. Pretty close
huh?
The 25 yard shot went almost exactly where predicted. The 50 yard shot
was predicted to go a little high of the bulls eye but ended up touching the
25 yard hole. I can live with that. 100 yard shot: bulls eye, woo hoo! The
150 went right where predicted. The 200 yard shot, barely clipped the bottom edge of the plate almost an inch low of where predicted. Maybe it hit
an air pocket or something. Anyway, I conclude from my experiment that:
• My hypothesis was essentially sound.
• The point blank range for my 30-06 under the tested conditions is
(as predicted) 200 yards (more or less).
While I was doing this, several other people at the range took some casual
interest in why I would shoot once, then move my target. I tried to explain
it all to them. I fear they failed to appreciate the value of my experiment. In
fact, I sensed they felt as though I was a few fries short of a Happy Meal.
Fine! They laughed at Einstein, they laughed at Newton and they laughed at the Smother’s Brothers. Let
them laugh. I now have a better understanding of what my gun will do. That, has served me well in the
past.
Going back to my father and most of my friends. He killed that elk, and they kill their deer because
they are shooting them at point blank range they just don’t know it. Ask them how many deer they hit beyond 200 yards! That’s the point where it starts getting tricky, and is the subject of future “Know Your
Gun” episodes.
Can you increase point blank range in this scenario? Sure you can! Just re-zero the gun to 250
yards. You got all that space above the bulls eye we ain’t even used. If my calculations are anywhere close,
the bullet should reach it’s highest point at about 140 yards and the hole should appear at the top of the
plate. At 250 we hope for another bull’s eye and at right about 300 yards, the hole should be at the bottom
of the plate. Of course, I’d need to make another trip to the range to see if my computations pan out in the
real world.
Since my ought six is my “everyday gun” (if there is such a thing) I think I’ll leave it where it is.
Might see something smaller than a deer that needs whacking. With the scope set to a hundred yards, I
should hit whatever it is as long as it’s bigger than a quarter and equal to or less than a hundred yards
away. If a deer jumps into the crosshairs at 200...well, point and shoot!
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