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President
We are in the mid-summer season and things have slowed down a bit. However, we are
still seeing regular attendance on the public ranges and at our matches. In spite of the heat
and the ammo shortages, we are doing just fine.
The summer time slowdown is always a good time to get some work done and we have a
few range improvement projects in the works. The most recent improvement was completed on the smallbore range by an Eagle Scout. The project consisted of raising the short
retaining wall behind the firing line. The project was accomplished with the stackable
decorative blocks we have used in other places on the range. The scouts did an excellent
job and it looks great. Other projects we are looking at include improved lighting on the
pistol bays and a new shooter orientation kiosk on the main range.
Many of you will likely be vacationing in cooler areas of the state. Don’t forget that the
new range east of Flagstaff is open and starting to offer more shooting opportunities. Pay
them a visit. It’s a nice range and they can use our support.
http://northernarizonashootingrange.org/
The Arizona Junior Hi-power rifle team is preparing for their annual trip to the National
Matches at Camp Perry and our SCTP shotgun teams are headed to Sparta Illinois for their
National competitions. Good luck to all. Have a great summer and be safe out there.
Terry Abbott
President@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

Beware of our wonderful legless critters around the range, you never know
when and where those rascals will pop up.

PLEASE WEAR YOUR

Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club Membership Badge
For your member discounts

Thank you for your cooperation
&

Your continued support of the Range
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From the Main Range
Did you ever wonder……….
If you have wondered why we some of the rules we have on the main range, the simple
reason is to keep shooters safe. The club’s goal is to provide a safe place to shoot.
Here is a short explanation of a couple of the most commonly abused rules to help you understand them from a safety point of view.
STAY AWAY FROM THE BENCHES AND GUNS DURING THE CEASE FIRE.
We don’t want anyone to handle firearms while shooters are down-range working on their
targets. We know that in most cases you are merely getting a target or a drink. But we
never know what people will do, so we err on the side of caution. If you have been to the
main range you may have heard “Put the firearm down!” in a loud voice. No one wants
someone to handle a firearm behind them. Handling firearms only when no one is in front
of the shooting benches helps keep the range safe.
When shooters stay behind the blue line during a ceasefire it gives the range officers a
clear view of the firing line. It also adds a “barrier” between the shooters and their firearms. Guns are like magnets for people; they want to touch and handle them, which is exactly what we don’t want with people down-range, in front of the shooting benches.
CASE AND UN-CASE YOUR FIREARMS ON THE SHOOTING BENCH WITH
THE MUZZLE POINTED DOWN-RANGE.
You must have seen the signs instructing shooters to case and un-case firearms only on the
shooting benches; on the firing line. Once again the rule is about not pointing firearms at
other people. If you case or un-case a gun case behind the firing line you will be handling
it so it is pointed at people. As a shooter it is your responsibility to make sure your firearm
is pointed is a safe direction at all times.
We hope that you have a safe time when you come to Rio. Following some simple and
common-sense rules allows everyone to have a safe and enjoyable time. We like seeing
you at the range, but most importantly we want you to be safe so you can come back.
A HOT WEATHER NOTE:
No matter which range you are using, STAY HYDRATED. Drink plenty of water, bring
your own or drink the water provided near each of the ranges and at the Activity Center.
Avoid heat stress:
 Wear loose-fitting, light-colored, breathable clothing such as cotton.
 Start out gradually and build up to your optimum exercise level.
 Take frequent breaks. A cool, shaded area is best.
 Drink plenty of water.
 Avoid drinks with alcohol, large amounts of sugar, and caffeine.
 Exercise during the coolest part of the day.
Be Safe
Matt Hendricks
Chief Range Safety Officer
Rso@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to our Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club 2013 Scholarship recipients.
Two outstanding students, Zoe Birch and
Joseph Curtis Leslie II, have been chosen to receive $2000 each to help with
expenses at their respective colleges.
Zoe is a graduate of Desert Vista High
School in Phoenix and the daughter of
Brian and Nichol Nicla. She plans to attend Glendale Community College then
transfer to Eastern Arizona College where
she will begin the RN program. Her focus in this program will be on the clinical
side possibly working with genetic engineering.
Zoe’s competitive spirit at Rio has resulted in receiving medals for the President’s 100 Air Rifle at Nationals; this is
her second year as Champion of Smallbore Rifle and the second year as runnerup for AZ State Air Rifle Championship;
“Distinguished Expert” for both Air Rifle
and Smallbore.
She also was active in competitive extracurricular activities in high school:
Marching Band Color Guard for 3 years
which won championships for the 3 years
and Winter Guard which placed second in
its division for 2 years. And, she worked
at Old Navy for 2 years. Busy young
woman!
Joseph is a graduate of Mountain View
High School in Mesa. He is the son of
Mike and Pam Leslie. Joseph’s plans are
to attend ASU and major in Materials Science and Engineering specifically the R &
D field which encompasses designing and
developing materials for a wide variety of
engineering applications.

Much of Joseph’s high school work had
been dedicated to focusing on challenging
himself and achieving academic excellence. The results were at least a 4.667
GPA as he had taken several Advanced
Placement classes in order to enroll in the
advanced science/math classes in college.
He began shooting .22’s (rifle and pistol)
when he was about 8 years old and moved
into shotguns in 7th grade. His involvement with competitive shooting has been
in the 2012 Commissioner’s Cup, John
Olson Commemorative Shoot, Simulated
Dove Walk, and the SCTP Trap program.
Much of his enjoyment in the shooting
sports comes from shooting with his Dad,
brother, and friends. He hopes to become
a member of AUS’s Trap Shooting Team.
We wish both Zoe and Joseph success
throughout their college years and future
careers.
Sue Little
Scholarship Committee Chair
.22 Division Director
22pistol@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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Shotgun Notes
Hey! It’s official. It’s summertime in Az!
I suggest that you : come out early, wear a
brimmed hat, use sunscreen, drink lots of
water, enjoy our shade, and take breaks so
that you can shoot more and more often.
Not only is it hot, it is dry. Fire danger is
high so for everyone’s benefit, remember
that there is NO SMOKING allowed in
the sporting clays course.
We had a great spring, threw lots of targets and had some well attended Fun
Shoots and registered sporting clays
events. Our 50-50-50trap shoots and registered sporting trap doubles marathons
are held monthly and are all good fun.
Check our web page, e-mails, Bangs and
bulletin boards for dates and times for all
upcoming events.
All 12 of our sporting clay stations have
“mild” and “spicy” presentation options
now so everyone can tailor the course to
suit their mood and skill level. We all
need to get outside of our comfort level to
progress.
As we all know, shotgun ammo is in short
supply so we are currently limiting ammo
sales to correspond to the number of targets shot that day. We anticipate that production will soon catch up to demand and
then we will loosen these limitations.
Thanks to everyone for their patience and
cooperation.
We hold fun shoots that coincide with
Memorial Day and Independence Day for
all our friends and patrons that don’t
travel on these days/weekends and all our
staff works hard to make these events en-

joyable for all. Please take a moment to
remember all the sacrifices made thorough out our countries history so that we
have the freedom to live work and recreate as we want.
Freedom is not free.
Your Sweet Lovable Target Setter,
Jim

****************************

RIO SALADO TARGET TERMINATORS
ENROLLMENT
September 20, 2013
At Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club – Activity Center
3960 N Usery Pass Rd - Mesa, AZ 85207
-9702
(480) 984-9610
Doors open at 6:00pm
We will continue to accept new enrollments until
December 6, 2013.
Our training sessions will be on the
1st & 3rd Friday.
There will be a $100.00 enrollment fee
for all shooters!
All students are required to go through
a safety class. Safety classes will be
available each training session through
December 6, 2013.
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Welcome to Cowboy Fast
Draw with the Rio Salado Vaqueros!
For those who have not
heard of us, Cowboy
Fast Draw is a Division
at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club. The name of our outfit is the
Rio Salado Vaqueros, and we are affiliated with the Cowboy Fast Draw Association (CFDA). We shoot on the second
Saturday of each month at Pistol Bay 1,
just to the east of the Public Range.
Our summer schedule is now in effect, so
we get things going a bit earlier--7 AM to
be pretty much exact. We shoot until
about noon, or there abouts. Folks, this is
Arizona and it’s hot out there. Take precautions and stay hydrated. Also, make
sure to check the Rio Salado Sportsman’s
Club Calendar for up-to-date info.
A couple weeks ago, I had the distinct
pleasure to be invited to the RSSCs Junior
Small Bore Program year-end shindig by
a young shooter named Kaitlin Burke.
Kaitlin (and her Dad, Mark) finished her
first year of competition and she swears
she will be back again in the fall when the
program starts up again. I’m sure you
will see more about this event in this issue
of the Ricochet, but that’s not the point.
Along with some rib-sticking grub, the
JSBP’s year end event also provided an
opportunity for these young shooters (and
their Moms and Dads) to try shooting
something different...to put some fun
back into their rodeo, so to speak. The
JSBP Program coaches arranged for a
Posse from the SASS group to be there
and a chance to shoot the cowboy guns
was pretty much at the top of the list for

all those young (and young-at-heart)
shooters. But that’s not the point, either.
So, what’s the point?...Well I’m glad you
asked! Why not put some fun back into
YOUR rodeo. Come on out to Rio on the
morning of the second Saturday of the
month and check out Cowboy Fast Draw
at Pistol Bay 1. You’ll meet a big herd of
friendly folks and you’ll get plenty of information on everything from the history
of the sport, to safety, to how the game
works, to where to buy this and that.
Cowboy Fast Draw is not just for cowboys--cowgirls are welcome, too. Please,
ladies, come on down. You’ll meet some
of the most charming and polite cowboys
in the Arizona Territory! And we’re kidfriendly, too. Just ask, we’d be happy to
fill in the details.
To learn more about the sport of Cowboy
Fast Draw, you can visit the CFDA online
at www.cowboyfastdraw.com. You’ll
find wagon-loads of great information
about the sport including the CFDA rule
book, events, testimonials, and the ever
popular Alias List.
Also, visit the Rio Salado Vaqueros on
the web at www.riosaladovaqueros.com.
If y’all need even more info, feel free to
contact RSV President Muletrain (a.k.a.
Bart Carr) by email at muletrain2010@msn.com. You can also contact The Draw (Francis Carlos), Cowboy
Fast Draw Division Director below.
Be safe and shoot straight,
Longeye
RSV Club Scribe
Francis Carlos
CowboyFastDraw@RioSaladoSportsmans.com
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Seems the men belonging to our lady
shooters are paying attention. We are
now scheduling couples classes and even
some private classes for the guys who
want to learn more about what the women
folk already know.
A special birthday shout out to Dmitri.
Mom (one of our HerHandgun ladies)
gave him a shooting lesson for his birthday. Guys look out. This young man will
be kicking serious booty if he decides to
compete!

The Popular Girls
It’s rapidly heating up outside and people
are taking refuge inside their homes,
malls, and movie theaters. Unless you are
hooked on shooting!
HerHandgun is proud to report that our
summer attendance for classes and practice sessions is still up from last year. Requests for group classes and private
classes held in the mornings or evenings
continue to come in. No rest for Kippi
and Debbie. That’s OK, we like it that
way!

This is a perfect example of why shooting
is such an awesome sport! It’s perfect for
the whole family. HerHandgun is proud
to be one of the proponents of safe,
proper, gun handling instruction for all!
www.HerHandgun.com
info@HerHandgun.com
Kippi & Debbie

A FEW THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
AN ARMED MAN IS A CITIZEN. AN UNARMED MAN IS A SUBJECT.
IF GUNS CAUSE CRIME, THEN PENCILS CAUSE MISSPELLED WORDS.
CRIMINALS LOVE GUN CONTROL— IT MAKES THEIR JOBS SAFER.

Vince’s Ricochet in 2001

Gift Certificates
Available for purchase in the Activity Center Office
*** Individual Membership—Family Membership—Daily Membership—Sporting Clays ***
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From the Historian’s Pen
8 X 50 Model 95 Straight Pull
One of the older ones was the 8 X 50
rimmed. Originally brought out as a black
powder round in 1886 for the Model 88
straight pull and later for the improved
model 95. For some reason they lengthened the case to 52 mm and used a semismokeless powder until they could obtain
reliable smokeless powder. It was soon
changed over to a smokeless offering in
1890 and the case was again shortened to
50 mm. It was used by Greece, Bulgaria,
and Austria-Hungary. The model 88 was
not a real strong action using a hinged
block on the underside as opposed to the
front locking lugs of the stronger model
95. The round was also chambered in a
few sporting rifles in Europe for some
years. The military used this cartridge until 1930-31 when it was replaced by the
newer 8 X 56 which takes a larger bullet
and is somewhat more powerful. Ammo
is not available on a commercial basis in
the U.S., though it may still be made
overseas. Loads should be kept at 40,000
or so psi as in the Krag rifle. Standard 8
mm bullets of .323 diameter may be used
in all available weights including cast bullets. My rifle doesn’t have any clips so I
shoot it single shot. A clip would be difficult to find and I just didn’t take the time
to find one. I have some clips for the 8 X
56 but they don’t work in the older model
although they are close. Since I don’t anticipate going to war with this rifle that’s

not a problem using it as a single shot.
The straight pull was developed to enable
a soldier to fire more rapidly. The theory
was since you pull the bolt straight back
rather then lifting it first that would enable you to fire more rapidly. When you
pull the bolt back the locking lugs rotate
rather then the complete bolt assembly.
The only problem is you need forearms
the size of Popeye’s in order to manipulate it faster. A little spinach wouldn’t
hurt either. Another problem since you
don’t have the leverage of a typical bolt
action dirt can be more of a problem especially on the battle field. If you remove
the bolt for cleaning you have to rotate it
before you can insert. I use
the edge of a table but you
can use something else to accomplish that task.
Cases can be made from 7.62
X 54 Russian by trimming
and full length sizing. It is a
decently accurate weapon
well worth shooting if you
have one in good shape and is
safe to shoot.
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
Historian@RioSaladoSportsmans.com

