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From the President
As the weather heats up, activity at the range slows a bit—not so for Club projects!
This spring we’ve hosted Airgun’s Regional Championship, Black Powder’s State
Shoot, High Power Rifle’s John Martin Cup, Practical’s Desert Classic, 3 Gun’s Superstition Mountain Mystery 3 Gun, and Desert Flower Ladies Day at the Range event. That’s
not including the Shotgun range with numerous events and matches which is on track for
another record year. The Juniors put in countless hours of practice so they are ready for
their competitions. All this in addition to our weekly/monthly matches/events! This
doesn’t happen without the support of our volunteers, members (5,603) and staff (24) who
make Rio Salado run smoothly, efficiently and safely while creating an atmosphere of camaraderie within the shooting sports environment.
When you drive into the Main Range, to your left you’ll find our new building
which eventually will accommodate the increasing demand for an air gun range (we have
out grown the Training Center lanes), and to house our special events like swap meets, annual meetings, vendor tables for major matches events, and Desert Flower Ladies Day at
the Range (see Chief Instructor’s article). We officially broke ground June 2, 2015 and
construction is well underway and by the time this newsletter is published, you will begin
to see cement poured and walls go up. A tentative completion date for Phase 1 is set for
the end of the summer. We have received one grant this year from Game and Fish to offset some of the cost for this phase and will continue applying for additional grants each
year until Phase 3 is completed.
Through an earlier contact with a congressional staff member, Congressman Gosar
visited and toured our range and the proposed-acquisition site. He and his two other staff
members assured us of his support for our efforts to obtain additional land for expansion of
our shotgun range. I’m very optimistic that this is a positive turn of events—at the very
least—the light at the end of the tunnel is a little brighter. (See Secretary, Terry Abbott’s
article for details)
Zach Snow of the National Shooting Sports Foundation, Inc. visited and toured our
range mid-June and was very impressed with what has been done since his last visit. He
has asked for our range to participate in a short survey this fall. (See Treasurer, Ed Roberts’ article) Our new goal is to
pursue a 5-star rating for our
range. New guidelines will come
out in January, 2016.
We have two scholarship
recipients this year. Katie Casteel
and Hanna Virga will be presented
with their respective awards and
funds to help them begin their college careers. Information and pictures coming in the next issue.
Sue Little
President@RSSCaz.com
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Secretary Column
As I mentioned in the last issue of
the Ricochet our President, Sue Little, and
I attended a meeting where we made contact with Mr. Stephen Briggs, a representative from Congressman Gosar’s
staff. True to his word Mr. Briggs arranged to have Congressman Gosar meet
with us to talk about how he could assist
in our expansion efforts. We had that
meeting on June 5th. Congressman Gosar
arrived at RSSC with two of his staff
members and met with Sue, Bill Lagusis
and me. After welcome and introductions
we made a brief presentation on the history and growth of RSSC. Also included
was the history and current status of our
effort to obtain a piece of land on the
Tonto Forest to expand our shotgun facilities. We then toured RSSC facilities and
took a field trip to the location of our proposed expansion on the Tonto.
We were very impressed with the
Congressman’s knowledge of the shooting sports and the issues facing shooting
ranges. He was quick to grasp the key elements involved in this project. We were
also impressed with the knowledge exhibited by his staff on many aspects of firearm issues. Congressman Gosar is an aggressive supporter of the second amendment and insists that his staff take the
time to learn about the shooting sports
and talk to gun owners. This Congressman is a true ally.
At the conclusion of our meeting
the Congressman related that he was a
member of the Natural Resources committee and was very familiar with the
Tonto National forest. Much if not all of it
lies within his district. He has a good

working relationship with the Forest Service leadership at the national level and
also knows the local Forest Supervisor.
He promised that his staff would contact
Congressman Matt Salmon, whose district
includes Mesa, and they would get to
work on helping us as soon as possible.
This is not to say that we have any guarantee on a perfect outcome. However, we
now have an ally at the Federal level who
knows the process and has influence
where we need it. We have taken a giant
step forward in the direction of our goal.
I want to thank Bill and all the
Range staff for their cooperation in getting our facility cleaned up and in top
shape for the Congressman’s visit. I also
want to thank Cheryl, in the office, and
our President, Sue Little, for helping me
put together a professional looking
presentation. Copies were provided to the
Congressman’s staff for their future reference.
Terry Abbott
Secretary@RSSCaz.com
*********************************

Treasurer Note
Zach Snow, manager of
Shooting Promotions for National Shooting Sports Foundation met with club officers to discuss a new NSSF program
intended to help secure the future of the
shooting sports and facilities such as Rio
Salado. The campaign will collect demographic information related to shooters,
especially new first-time shooters in selected cities around the country.
Treasurer continued:

Got a Question, a Change of Address or other Membership Info?
Our Email address is: office@rsscaz.com
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Treasurer Note
NSSF will run a paid media campaign in
advance and Rio Salado will collect information during check-in at the main range
and shotgun ranges during the month of
October.
We will have more detail about
the program in the next Ricochet. Everyone please plan to participate. It should
only take a few minutes to provide your
input.
Ed Roberts
Treasurer@RSSCaz.com

*********************************

From the Main Range

Adam
is one of
our fill
in range
officer.
Adam
helps out
on holidays and
fills in when we have people off. He is
currently a Sworn Police officer in the
state of Arizona he works as a patrol officer and is on the Department Tactical
Team. He also competes in competitions
at Rio Salado. Adam served five years in
the Marine as a MP and Embassy Guard.
He has worked at the Range for six years
so stop by and meet him. Adam is from
Wisconsin.

Next time you’re at the range stop by and
meet one of our Range Officers.

Bill is
our
weekend
range
officer
you will
see him
out on
the range
or at the
check in window. Bill has been with us
for eight years. Bill has been enjoying the
sport since he was thirteen years old. He
enjoys trap shooting along with pistol and
revolvers. Bill is NRA certified in Pistol
and Home Safety, RSO. His hobbies include Drag racing corvettes and Beagle
Rescue. Bill is from Connecticut.

Carman is
the
newest
member
to
the
range.
She started as
a volunteer
and has been
with us six
month. She is
a NRA certified
range
safety officer.
Carman has been shooting for over fourteen year. She has worked in law enforcement and fire and also did undercover
work for a private corporation. Carman
loves horseback riding blade training and
close combative firearms training. So stop
by and say hi she is a born and raised in
Arizona.
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Welcome to Cowboy Fast Draw
with the Rio Salado Vaqueros !
The heat is on in more ways than
one. So saddle up them horses, rub them
holsters and oil that shoot’in iron up. It’s
time to head over the hills and out of the
desert to Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club for
a gun fight (a friendly one) to see who can
come out on top or just see if you can be a
little faster than your Partner, Wife, Girl
Friend or your Kids. Yep it is for the
whole FAMILY ! So bring them all out to
enjoy and fun playing Cowboy or Cowgirl. If you are new at this don’t worry
come out and look see what’s going on
and BE SURE TO ASK QUESTIONS.
There are a bunch of real nice people out
there (even though they look like they just
got off a dusty trail from the old west)
that would be real glad to answer your
questions and help you out in any way
they can about Cowboy Fast Draw. You
will have nothing but fun but watch out it
can be addicting and challenging.
For those of you who have a
twitchy hand and is ich’in to give it a try
this is what it is all about: Cowboy Fast
Draw is head to head competition to see
who can Draw, Cock and HIT THE TARGET before your competitor does. The
targets are 21 feet away and are 24 inches
around (Pretty Big and Close too). In the
center of the target is a light that when it
comes on (and not before) is when you
DRAW and don’t wait your wast’in time.
Pretty simple and there is always someone there to help you out.
The holsters, guns and outfits are
styled from the “1890”s time of the west.
The guns are single action Colts and Colts
Clones along with Ruger Vaqueros all
having fixed sights. The barrel lengths go
from 4.5” being the shortest you can use

to about 7 ½”. The cal. is 45 Long Colt
for competition. The ammo we use is
WAX BULLETS ONLY fired by shotgun
primers. The holsters are also from the
1890’s style Mexican Loop Holster to a
Slim Jim style. The outfits are western
style with boots, hats and dresses from
1890’s to modern day. NOW FOR THE
GOOD THING: We have guns, holsters
and ammo for you to use if you want to
try it out after seeing what it all about.
The Club Shoots are held on the
Second Sat. of each month (DURING
JUNE, JULY AND AUG.) we start sign
up’s at 7:00am and start shooting right
after sign up’s are done until about
2:00pm or before. We also have a Wed.
evening practice on the 4th Wed. of the
month, starting about 5pm and when your
bullets are gone or your arm says hold it
is when we quit or 9pm which comes
first. NOW FOR BOTH THESE
SHOOTS CHECK the Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club Calendar to make sure nothing has changed due to another activity.
Wed. practice is the best time to come out
and get one on one help.
To learn more about the sport of
Cowboy Fast Draw, you can visit the
CFDA web site online at:
www.cowboyfastdraw.com You’ll find
wagon-loads of info about the sport from
rules, events and instructions.You can also visit the Rio Salado Vaquero’s Web
site at: www.riosaladovaqueros.com
If you need more you can e-mail Bart
Carr aka Muletrain at:
muletrain2010@msn.com
The Draw
Francis Carlos
CFD@RSSCaz.com
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.22 Pistol Division

appreciate what they are doing over here.

The first months of the year have been
good with attendance holding steady with
the lack of .22 ammunition. We have
been busy developing new targets and
changing our format slightly.
Totals:
2008 to May 2015: Boxes sent: 2870.

Thanks for the support that you give to
these soldiers,

From: Soldiers Angels Germany

Jeff Harrell
CMWS CFSR
KAF
T.H. Rubel
22Pistol@RSSCaz.com.

Dear Howard,
We were just thrilled - and very grateful to receive your generous donation! We
received the terrific box of personal care
items you sent in April. Thank you so
much!
You and all of our donors kept us busy
over the past couple of months with your
donations, which were unpacked and distributed as fast as they came in. Please
know that the patients sent to Landstuhl
are very thankful and touched to know so
many people back home love and support
them.
You make a real difference to those sent
here for medical treatment. Thank you
again for your continued support of our
brave troops transitioning through Landstuhl hospital. We appreciate you so
much!
Hugs from Germany,
MaryAnn
May No Soldier Go Unloved
Note from one of the soldiers:
Howard,
Sorry I haven't replied been extremely
busy here. The boxes are a big hit I usually take them to the PC office or the crew
shacks and the guys pick stuff out. They
are also happy that people back home still

*********************************

Junior Division
Junior Division ended another season at our annual Fun Shoot on June
4. Almost 100 members of Junior Division including family and friends brought
various .22 rifles and pistols to plink at
swinging targets. At 6pm we took the
group photo then sat down for the potluck dinner followed by awards from the
USA Shooting AZ State Junior Qualifier
match.
Kade Jackovich, Alex Jablonowski and Hannah Virga from Rio plus
Michael HagEstad from the ASRPA junior program at Ben Avery earned invitations to the Junior National Championship
in Colorado Springs in .22 smallbore or
air rifle events.
Again this year our special thanks
go to volunteers from the Black Powder,
Air Rifle, and Full Auto divisions that
brought fun stuff for everyone to try out.
Rio member Larry Piercy brought the
Airguns of Arizona van packed with great
rifles. All had lines waiting to shoot most
of the night. We truly appreciate their
time and help.
Junior continued:
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Junior Division practices on
Thursday nights and takes June, July,
and August off. We will restart on
September 3rd. If you know a youth
ages 10-20 who might be interested
then contact the division director by
calling Clint at 480-223-7367 or
email.
Clint Langdon
juniors@rsscaz.com
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Shotgun Notes
A very good day to each and all! Spring has sprung, Fall has fell, Summer is here
and its hotter than USUAL.
I have only lived in Az. for about 36 years so I don't know that much history but in
the time that I have been here, this has been the nicest, mildest, wettest, and longest spring
I have known. Traffic at the range coincides with the climate...we were as busy as it was
pleasant! Once again your shotgun range has thrown record numbers of targets! Rio's registered sporting clays shoots were well attended very successful. I sometimes think that I
am about to run out of ideas for new presentations when I get another case of nighttime
indigestion and more ideas come to me during my fitful sleep. Pepperoni pizza after
10PM works every time.
Rio's youth shotgun program has ended for another year. Over 100 attended our
Friday night sessions, statewide fun shoots and State Commissioner Cup events. Approximately 17 young shooters are now preparing for the National level competition to be held
at Sparta Ill. in July. FYI our youth program pays its own way through the year via membership fees, money from Az. G & F, endowment funds from the MidwayPotterfield Corp., Target Terminator fundraising events, and finally functions because of
dedicated volunteers. Rio Salado also donates additional financial support and targets to
those young shooters who go to the national level competition. We may not always bring
home trophies but our club is always represented by SAFE, courteous, well behaved shooters. Just one more reason why you should be a member or, be proud that you already are
members of this great club.
Our Twice a month 50-50-50 trap shoots are big events during the winter. They
are not as well attended thru the summer but we have just as much fun and get done before
the real heat sets in. So if you want to get your feet wet when the water is warm, check the
RSSC calendar then come out and join us!
The East Valley Friends of the NRA event held May 9 was another great success. The patrons from Rio Salado and the support from RSSC is in large part responsible
for the good attendance and success of this fun, money raising event. Money raised at this
event comes right back to deserving shooting programs within Az. Not a member of the
NRA yet?...please consider it. Thanks again to all the Rio members who donated items
that were raffled or auctioned and to those who stepped up and opened their checkbooks.
Wear a hat, drink water, spend some time in the shade, and come out and
shoot. Some say that heat is the price we pay for not being crowded, so come out early in
the day if you can. Thanks to all of you for helping to keep Rio the best club in Az.
Your sweet lovable target setter,
Jim
shotgun@rsscaz.com
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HerHandgun/Rio Salado
Desert Flower Ladies’ Day at the Range
There is so much to share with everyone! HerHandgun and Rio hosted the first Annual
Ladies Day at the Range. This was much more than just a fair type event where you get to
fire a few rounds out of different guns and walk away still not knowing anymore about
how to shoot them, function them safely, or even what type of guns they were. Nope, Rio
did it right and with class!!!!
100 women registered for the event which was our max for the first year!! Everyone started out in groups of 5 or 6 with a comprehensive classroom session. Ladies learned detailed
safety rules followed by gun nomenclature, grip, stance, eye dominance, sight alignment,
and trigger control. Finally a quick lesson on loading and unloading the gun and they were
off to the training bays to put their new-found knowledge to work. First, there was a dry
fire session to get comfortable with semi autos and revolvers and again how to safely handle them. Next came the live fire! They had the opportunity to shoot a semi auto .22
and .9mm and a revolver. There were a few different sizes of .9mm so the Ladies could
feel the difference between a small compart carry gun vs. a full sized pistol. Most of the
ladies left wanting more!!!
We at HerHandgun (Kippi Leatham & Debbie Keehart) and our amazing Rio Board of Directors’ President Sue Little are proud to say our first Desert Flower Ladies’ Day was a
success. It went smoothly and safely. We want to thank EVERYONE who helped make it
happen.

Rio Salado including Practical and .22 divisions Paul Caudill and Tom
Rubel,
Pistol Parlour of Gilbert
Springfield Armory
Atlanta Arms Ammunition
D-Wipes
NRA
Bass Pro Shops
Gun Goddess
HerHandgun
Sportsman’s Warehouse
Most of all a big THANK YOU to our Members who volunteered their time
and energy!!! It was a long, warm day on the range and everyone kept their smiles going!!! Stay tuned for next year to be bigger and better!
Debbie Keehart
ChiefInstructor@RSSCaz.com
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From the Historians Pen
Red 9 Broomhandle
At the start of WW l Germany found that
they couldn’t produce enough Lugers to
properly arm their soldiers. The most expedient way they found was to modify an existing
handgun already in production to suit their
needs. Since the Broomhandles were currently being produced, they merely had it rebarreled to the 9 mm Luger that simplified ammo production. Since the 30 Mauser round
has the same base it was a relatively simple
matter to produce them in the 9 mm caliber. They put a large number 9 on the grips in red
so everyone knew that it was a 9 mm caliber as opposed to the 30 Mauser round. A 9 mm
round will fit in the 30 caliber but if you fired it the gun would certainly be destroyed and
injury would occur. In the low light of the trenches, that prominent red 9 on the grip would
be handy.
The Broomhandle AKA the C 96 was a very early semi auto
pistol. Only the 30 Borchart came out earlier but morphed into the
Luger just a few years later. While the Broomhandle wasn’t officially
adopted by Germany about 1,000,000 were made until 1939 when
production ceased. While Mauser did not invent it himself, three
brothers who were employed by him did so. The brothers Fidel, Friedrich, and Josef Feederle had designed the Mauser pistol and by 1896
Paul Mauser applied for patients in several countries as he felt the he
had a commercial winner. That didn’t work out and no major military power officially adopted the Mauser though it saw some use in
various places.
Like the Luger, the Mauser is a complicated handgun to produce making it expensive. That may be one reason why some countries may have been
reluctant to adopt it. One thing I consider a major engineering flaw is the frame and barrel
are one unit. It would be hard to make and if the barrel was shot out the entire upper frame
has to be replaced which would add a considerable amount to the cost. With the corrosive
ammo of the period, shot out barrels were common. One that I purchased had that problem
but happily there are companies that can reline the barrel which I had done. By the beginning of WW ll both the Luger and Mauser were discontinued in favor of less expensive
and easier to make handguns such as the P-38. For the collector if you find an original Red
9 expect to pay a premium probably starting at $2,000 depending on condition and accessories.
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
Historian@rsscaz.com
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Those Who Have Left the Range
We Will Miss You
Fernando Aguilar
2014
Mickey Flynn
2014
Bob L Jones
2014
Arnie Maine
2014
Hal Nichols
2015
James Dixon
2015
Jim Fuller
2015
Tom Ingoglia
2015
Jake Kempton
2015
Charlie Vaughan
2015
Claude “Boots” Starkey

2015

JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 2015

www.targetshooting.ca/docs/Pistol_Shot_Analysis.pdf
Target Pistol Shot Analysis. Taken from The UIT Pistol Book by John Chandler and
the United. States Army Marksmanship Training Unit Manual.
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