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As we start a new year there are many opportunities and challenges
facing our club. As I mentioned in the last column Red Mountain Trap and
Skeet range has closed. This was the only shotgun range it the east valley. We
are gaining a lot of new members and business due to this situation. We are
seeing ever increasing usage on our sporting clays course and many of the
people that are coming to shoot shotgun are also discovering what a great range
we have for other shooting sports as well. This is a great opportunity for us, but
it is also a challenge for our range crew to deal with. We have a couple of on
going projects to help deal with this. On the main public range we are going to
reconfigure the entrance area to the firing line by putting in an enclosed check
in area outside the fence and removing the old check in counter and target
shack. The enclosed area will protect our cash register and credit card machine
from the elements and shield the range officer doing check in duties from some
of the firing line noise. Removal of the old target shack will also increase
visibility of the line for the RO’s and eliminate the bottle neck in front of the
target shack entrance. This project will increase safety and efficiency on our
main range. On the sporting clays range we are putting in a multi-use area on
the site of station 1 and shifting the sporting clays course out a little farther to
the North. When finished, the multi-use area will permit Trap, Wobble Trap and
5-stand to be shot there.
Further in the future we are also working on potential expansion of our
range. In mid-December I meant with Arizona Game & Fish and the Tonto
National Forest District Ranger to discuss the possible acquisition of land to our
North side. We are also continuing to explore acquiring park land to our South.
These opportunities are in the very early stages of planning, but the closing of
Red Mountain Trap and Skeet has resulted in considerable public demand for
developing more shooting range capacity in the east valley. I intend that RSSC
be very involved in making that happen.
Terry Abbott
President

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
www.riosaladosportsmans.com
Pete Carstensen, Webmaster

********************
The range is closed on New
Years Day, Easter Sunday,
Thanksgiving Day, and
Christmas Day each year.

Got a Question, a Change of Address, email or other
Membership Info?
Our Email address is: office@riosaladosportsmans.com
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Vice Precident
It’s 2009 and I find myself back in my old position of Vice President due to the resignation of Mike
Janas and the Board appointing me to fill the position. Anyway, it didn’t take long to get back on positive
notes with Ed Roberts taking over the Treasurer position and the happy return of the office staff. Communications to our members are also back on track with the RSSC Bang!! email announcements, membership
renewal reminders, and updates to the RSSC webpage, www.riosaladosportsmans.com. We have also
greatly improved the reliability of our Internet connection with a new satellite dish to replace the cell
phone modem that was not keeping up. Prices have come down on satellite technology so we got a better
connection for the same price as before!
Of course, the concentration this spring is the upcoming 2009 NRA Annual Meeting to be held
May 14-17 in Phoenix. In the meantime, this is the time of year when many of our larger matches are
held. There is much excitement as some of the world’s best shooters come to our little patch of heaven and
show their stuff. Plan on participating in as many as you can but if not, come out and enjoy watching these
experts negotiate well designed stages and with amazing equipment. Be sure to check the calendar of
events often to note any changes of regular match schedules.
The range is in great shape with a terrific staff of people dedicated to you having a great, and safe,
shooting experience. Work is starting on improvements to the Public Range so that the Safety Officers will
be better able to assist you. We are also working with Game and Fish and a number of other agencies to
increase our shotgun activities due to the close of Red Mountain. As you can see, your Board is busy but
as a reminder, you are always welcome to attend our monthly meeting held the 3rd Wednesday of each
month to find out even more.
See you on the Range!
Pete Carstensen
Vice President

**************************************************************************************
From the Secretary’s Desk
Shoot Straight and Be Safe!
John Martin
Secretary

Gift Certificates
Available for purchase in the Activity Center Office
*** Individual Membership—Family Membership—Daily Membership—Sporting Clays ***
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Chief Instructor
We are still looking for NRA instructors to expand our pool of teaching talent here at Rio. Our
goal is to build a network of instructors so Rio will become as well known as an educational facility as we
are known as a shooting facility.
By the time you read this, we will have taught 60 student packets by partnering with the NSSF and
the commercial community. We will be starting a Woman on Target Program very soon. Lisa Bunch, who
is an NRA Certified Instructor and who works with the Desert Roses program and the Becoming an Outdoors Woman program, will be heading up a shotgun program. If you are interested in participating, please
call her at 602 390 2656 or contact the Chief Instructor.
We are continuously improving our RSO’s training and are advancing our First Aid training soon.
We will be working with the Boy Scouts of America to teach Muzzle Loading in February. We are also
working with the Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program. We are adding more NRA basic Rifle, Pistol,
and Shotgun classes.
If this seems like a lot of training programs, it is. If you are interested in teaching classes, please let
me know. The rewards of being involved in programs like this are really great. We have a lot of fun extending these educational opportunities to our community. If you feel there is a lack of training in a particular field, please contact the Chief Instructor.
Please join me in saying good-bye to a former Rio member. Tim “Hammer” Willis passed away
after battling melanoma. Tim was a Black Powder shooter and a hunter. He was a father to three wonderful children and a husband to a beautiful wife. He was a friend to many and I’m proud to call him my
friend. He was 49.
Keep your powder dry
Jim Neff
Chief Instructor

Quiz:
What is generally considered the first successful semi auto pistol?
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.22 Pistol Division
Thanks to all who contributed to our
Troop Match in November. We had some new
and challenging plates for the plate rack and I
think everyone enjoyed it. We were able to raise
$747 to help with the more than 304 boxes sent
so far this year. As seen by some the pictures and
letters, we know they appreciate our thoughts and
boxes of goodies.
May the New Year bring good health,
happiness and peace.
Sue Little
.22 Pistol
********************************
Thank you so much for "adopting" Derek. It is always surprising and heartwarming when someone
other than family takes time and money to support our military. Derek is so appreciative of anything sent to
him and I know will be thrilled with the goodies you have sent when they get to him - he's still waiting for
boxes I sent a month ago.
Mail seems to have gotten very slow. As one of the medics
for the joint security station in Sadr, he shares pretty much everything
I send so, I know your boxes will be making December a little
brighter for all the guys at JSS Sadr. I attached some pictures Derek
took a few days ago. I think the socks will be very much appreciated!
This Christmas season, warm your hearts with the knowledge that you
have made a few forgotten guys on the other side of the world a little
happier.
Sharon Grassi
One more box is in the mail to SPC Derek Cope in Iraq.
So far this year we have sent 300 boxes. Thank you all. Howard
*********************************

JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 2009

PAGE 5

.22 Pistol Division continued
From the Marine:
05 Nov 2008:
Gunny and SSgt Wire 5hrs into a patrol
Gunny overseeing the patrol
SSgt Wire taking control
SSgt Wire, Cpl Russell, and GySgt Tello
Hello everybody! Our apologies once again for not
having written in while. These last few months have been
very busy for us in our area of operations. We have had several casualties since we last updated you, and luckily for us
the enemy presence is starting to thin out due to the weather
continuing to get colder. We only have a month or so left in
country and greatly appreciated all of your support. You have
made life allot easier on us out here. There probably isn't
much of a need to send anymore packages, because anything
sent after this message probably won't make to us in time.
Whatever we aren't able to receive, the Marines that replace
us should be able to use. Fortunately for our replacements
they are going to have a nice setup here, thanks to the things
you all were able to send us.
We look forward to getting back to our families and
regular lives back in Hawaii. It's been a pretty rigorous 9
months out here and it will be nice for a little rest and relaxation before our next deployment. With the holidays drawing
near, we would like to wish you and your families a Happy
Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas!! Thanks again for all
your support.
Sincerely,
GySgt Hugo Tello
SSgt Patrick Wire
09 Sep 2008
home sweet home

Answer:
The 30 Borchardt came out in 1893 and was the fore runner of the Luger which is
modified from Borchardt design. It shot a milder version of the 30 Mauser cartridge.
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From the Historians Pen
The Commission Rifle
In 1886 France turned the military world upside down when they brought out the 8 mm Lebel rifle. Replacing the powerful Gras with the first successful smokeless powder round it was the rocket of its
day. While crude by today’s standards it pushed a smaller caliber bullet much faster then the black powder
loads of the day. It started out with a 232 grain flat nose at about 2000 feet per second. Since most black
powder military rifles shot a bullet at about 1400 feet per second this was quite revolutionary.
The Germans immediately procured their own smokeless powder technology by any means available and in 1888 they came out with an 8 mm of their own. The rifle was designed by a commission at
Spandau Arsenal hence it’s name. It was based on a Mannlicher type of rifle as opposed to a Mauser. It
was known as the Gewehr 88 and the load was designated J Patrone to differentiate it from the S type of
323 diameter. There is no doubt that the Mauser family was irritated by that choice as they had been supplying Germany with its military weapons. Anyway it used a 318 diameter bullet of 226 grains round nose
at about 2100 feet per second. It replaced the widely distributed and hard hitting 11mm Mauser round.
The rifle is a bolt action with a removable clip which is difficult to find these days. While a serviceable rifle, it has a couple of flaws such as a puny looking extractor and ejector. Also there is no provision for gas to escape in the event of a ruptured case. When loading ammo for this rifle these are things to
keep in mind. If you have one with a clip you will probably have a problem feeding spitzer type of bullets
though round nose work ok. It takes a .318 diameter bullet which is available though I size down conventional .323 slugs for mine. The standard 8 X 57 case works though you need to have a sizing die capable of
sizing for the older bullet. Do not use .323 bullets as it may increase pressures to a dangerous level. Hand
loads should be kept to about 40,000 PSI max as these rifles are over 100 years old. I have shot mine with
a verity of loads and it is a pleasant and accurate rifle given good loads. It is a worth while addition to any
collection and should be shot to appreciate a part of history. If in doubt about its condition consult a gunsmith. Some were also rebarreled, the 257 Roberts was popular at one time..
In 1898 Germany went to the model 98 Mauser replacing the Commission rifle with the most successful design ever instituted for a bolt action rifle. In 1905 they went to the 323 diameter bullet. Even
though the Commission rifle had a short lifespan it brought Germany into the age of smokeless powder.
Like most military hardware it hung around for awhile and lots were sold to various foreign countries such
as China. It was a common backup weapon in WWl for Germany and other nations.
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian

Due to Health & Safety hazards, there is no smoking within the fenced area at the Main Range .

