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President’s Report
This has been a great year for Rio. Our range is in the best shape it has
ever been. We have completed the expansion of the Public Range with the
addition of 12 new benches, giving us a total of 48 under the canopy as well as
spiffed up bermworks and shot fields. At the other end of the range, our
Shotgun facility now includes handicap ramp, token operated target throwers,
an accredited Sporting Clays range, as well as 5-Stand and Trap. We have
added lights so even at night, birds are breaking long before they hit the
ground (ok, some of them get thru!). The ranges between have been improved
with higher berms, new benches, lights on smallbore, and increased parking.
We are soon to begin installing a second set of Target Pits on HighPower at
the 200yd line so that all shooting can be done under the canopy — improving
both safety and comfort.
As I look back over this year, the common thread through all this
success are the people of RSSC. Our Board continues to work together as a
strong team to make these dreams a reality. Without this experienced
leadership, the great ship RSSC would just flounder. Thanks go out to each
member of the Board of Directors for all your insight, dedication, and hard
work to make this possible.
Perhaps the most important people of RSSC are our excellent staff of
Certified Range Safety Officers and Administrative Assistants. These people
are the heart and soul of how we are viewed by our members and guests. Not
only do these people excel at what they do, they care enough to get even better
by taking additional training classes on such things as range management, first
aid treatment including critical trauma response, and advanced firearm safety.
Whether it be the pleasant voice on the phone to answer a question, assisting a
father as he shows his son how to sight that brand new 10/22, or perhaps
simply explaining how to use our card based clay throwers, the men and
women of RSSC are there to ensure everyone has a safe and fun time. Great
Job!!!
We strive to do more than just meet our member’s expectations but
work to develop RSSC into a premier shooting range for the United States and
around the world. It is the membership and range fees, along with grants from
NRA and AZ Game & Fish that enable us to improve the range and offer these
expanded shooting opportunities.
continued

********************
The range is closed on New
Years Day, Easter Sunday,
Thanksgiving Day, and
Christmas Day each year.

Got a Question, a Change of Address, email or other
Membership Info?
Our Email address is: office@riosaladosportsmans.com
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President Report continued
Our Members, Staff and Directors do indeed make this all possible. As we end the first decade of
the 21st century and begin the next, I look around this great range of ours and want to express my since
thanks to each of you for making this job as President of Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club a true pleasure and
one that I am very proud of. May you have a Terrific New Year and a Safe and Successful 2010.
Pete Carstensen
president@riosaladosportsmans.com
**************************************************************************************
Vice President Column
Holy Cow! The end of the 1st decade of the 21st Century is upon us. It seems like it was yesterday
that the turn of the Century threatened to begin with massive system failure and computers crashing as the
calendar turned to 2000. The predicted massive civil collapse went by without so much as a whimper. Little did we know that it wasn't the beginning of the decade that was the threat, but rather the end.
For many of our friends and family the past year has been challenging. For many of us business has
been down, jobs have been lost, finances have been tight. All of us who enjoy the shooting sports have
been impacted by the shortage of ammo, bullets, powder, and especially primers. Despite these challenges
overall the firearms industry has enjoyed huge growth. This growth has brought many new gun owners into
the shooting community.
Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club has shared in this growth. Demand for range services and access have
been consistently high. The club has done a good job meeting the growth through the public range expansion, addition of Sporting Clays, 5 Stand and coin operated clay throwers. Additions to the range and improvements help support new shooters, but once they are onsite hospitality is what keeps them coming
back and growing our numbers. When you see a new shooter that looks like they could use a little helpful
advice, step up and show them why shooters are some of the best people around.
On April 24th, 2010 Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club will be holding an Open House. We will be recruiting participation from each of our divisions to setup opportunities for members and especially the public, to come to the range and experience the variety of shooting sports available at Rio. Mark your calendar
and invite your friends, neighbors, family, anyone who might benefit from experiencing the shooting sports
in a positive light. This will be your chance to try a variety of different guns and learn about the different
sports divisions. The details of the Open House will be coming out in the following weeks, so look forward
to a fun day at the range on April 24th.
I look forward to a more prosperous 2010 and primers and powder for everyone.
J. Scott Durkin
Vice President
vp@riosaladosportsmans.com

All Members are invited to attend the Board of Directors Meeting held in the RSSC Activity Center
on the Third Wednesday of each month beginning at 7:00pm.
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From the XO
We are coming to the end of another successful year at RSSC. In spite of the downturn in the economy, business at Rio has been booming! (Pun intended). Almost every facet of activity continues to grow.
The range expansion project was completed in late November and the new area with 12 additional shooting
benches was open for business the day after Thanksgiving. It’s a good thing! We had a record attendance
with a waiting line. The same growth pattern is also in evidence on the shotgun ranges. Last year we threw
a little over 600,000 clay targets. This year we are on track to throw over one million targets! Clearly, the
expansion of our public range and shotgun facilities were wise decisions and well worth the effort.
I am continuing to work with the Game and Fish shooting range administrator on possible acquisition of more land for future expansion. Our best chance is not to seek a land transfer but to get a special use
permit to operate a range in that area. It’s a slow process and I have often been asked what the membership
could do to help. Here are a couple of suggestions. Since the property we are interested in is part of the
Tonto National Forest we are dealing with a Federal agency, the Forest Service. They will respond quickest
to federal government pressure. That means our Congressmen and Senators. Write to them. Ask for there
support in asking the administrators of the Tonto National Forest to work with us and Game and Fish. Public recreation is a legitimate use of the Forest property and it is part of the administrator’s job to support it.
Shooting ranges are every bit as legitimate as boat ramps, hiking trails, campgrounds and river tubing. In
the December issue of the American Rifleman magazine there is an article on page 63 about Senate bill
S.1702. This bill would make changes to the Pittman-Robertson Act that would make it easier for States to
provide money for shooting range development. It also would provide States with greater authority to acquire land for shooting ranges. Ask your Senators to support S.1702. There is clear public demand for
shooting facilities. Write a letter to your Congressman and let them know it!
Terry Abbott
xo@riosaladosportsmans.com
**************************************************************************************
From the Chief Instructor
As another year comes to an end, I will reflect on the teaching and safety of the range.
Our web guru is informing me that people don’t realize Rio offers courses at a discounted rate as a
community service. Several courses were canceled this year due to lack of participation. We are now working more with the Boy Scouts of America to provide discounted services for our young shooters, an investment in our future. Soon another Refuse to be a Victim course will be offered. We will also offer a Muzzle
Loading Rifle course for the Royal Rangers, another youth organization promoting youth shooting sports.
As Rio grows in the community, our ability to provide services like these grows as well. If there is training
you would like to see, please contact us and we will look into the possibility of providing needed services.
Our Range officers have continued to expand their training to include NRA RSO certifications,
First aid and CPR training, AED training, and Trauma medicine training. This falls under Rio’s commitment to provide a safe shooting environment. Rio members and shooting public are instrumental in continuing this trend. If you see a safety situation that can be improved upon, please let us know. Your input is
vital to our continued improvement.
Be Safe, Have Fun
Jim Neff
Chief Instructor
chiefinstructor@riosaladosportsmans.com
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From the Range Manager’s Desk
Wow! What a year, so much has been done in such a short time. This is what can happen when a
BOD can work in harmony for the betterment of the Club. Kudos to them! This Range could not function
as well as it has if it was not for the dedication of the Staff. Our Range Officers do a great job of running
the Main Range. Our Shotgun Facility has gone beyond our wildest dreams, we threw more than 1 million
targets last year, and this could not have happened if it weren’t for the hard work and dedication of Jim and
his crew. Thanks to our Maintenance Crew, Bob & Dan, for keeping the Range running and improved.
Our Gal’s, Cheryl and Courtney, keep our office in order and running smoothly, and our volunteer of the
year, Marge, puts in hundreds of hours keeping our money going in the right direction. I would like to
thank Mr. Anthony Chaves of Game & Fish Department for his tremendous support of our Facility. So
much of our improvements was the direct result of his actions.
Well, we finally got the PHOENIX sign painted. Thanks to Matt Oman and his Scout Troop #7 for
a job well done!!! They started New Year’s Eve and completed the painting New Year’s Day. News media, channel 10 and channel 15 covered the event.
We will no longer be “Punching” cards for Range Privileges. (i.e. hole in your card). Instead the
proper form will be completed by the Division Director and handed into the Activity Center Office. There
will be a $1.00 charge for the issue of a new card with the printed range privilege.
I would like to wish you a Great New Year. Keep your Range safe and clean and may all your
shots be Bullseye.
Bill Lagusis
Range Manager
rangemanager@riosaladosportsmans.com
(see more pictures in the General Range
Section of our Gallery on the web)
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Scattergun Notes
Happy 2010! I hope you all had a great holiday season and are ready for the New Year. Anybody
have any good resolutions like…”Shoot where it is going to be”?
Thanks to each and every one who has come out to enjoy our shotgunning facility. We have made
lots of improvements in “09” and have more planned for “10”. My thanks also to the RSSC board for supporting all the changes and improvements, acquisition of additional traps, shade covers, card readers etc.
All has contributed to making our facility one of the best and most versatile in the universe. Where else
can you shoot Wobble Trap, 16yd Trap and 5-Stand all on the same field? Hmmm – Maybe we should add
one more in 2010 (think Skeet). Thanks too to all the volunteers who help with our “group” and registered
shoots. A final, final Thank you the Range Manager (you know---Billy), XO, Terry and the volunteer of
the year---Marge. Their dedication and countless hours of volunteer effort make it happen. Okay, a final
final final Thanks to Dan, Bob, Cheryl, Courtney, James, Andrew and Kyle for doing all the behind the
scenes grunt work. Kind of makes one wonder what I do, doesn’t it??
We had 4 super registered shoots, the Friends of the NRA event, corporate, group, and league
shoots in 09 and plan for the same n 2010. Now that the Holidays are past, league Trap, 5-Stand and
Sporting Clays will start up again. Watch for info and schedules to come.
Did you know that RSSC is home to the SCTP Target Terminators? This youth shooting program
has generated many safe and proficient shotgunners who have learned a sport that they can enjoy for life.
Want to help? Call 480-510- 5604 for info.
See you on the course.
Jim Rasmussen
Sporting Clays Chief Range Safety Officer

Gift Certificates
Available for purchase in the Activity Center Office
*** Individual Membership—Family Membership—Daily Membership—Sporting Clays ***
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Cowboy Shooters Annual Match Held November 29, 2009
The Rio Salado Cowboy Action Shooting Society had their Annual Match and Dinner on November 29. We had some of the fastest shooters in the West compete in exciting stages. One of the best in the
West was decided with the Man on Man event. Long Range shooting winners were also decided.
Long Range shooting events started at 7am. It was a cold morning. We were all bundled up and
ready to go however.
The long range pistol event is shot at 50 yards. The maximum number of hits is 5. Superstition
Slim, our Range Master, was the winner getting 4 hits in 13.58 seconds. Good going Slim!
The lever rifle, pistol caliber, event is shot at 100 yards with the maximum number of hits being 10.
Yours truly, Bullseye Bucky, won this event by hitting 9 with a time of 22.70 seconds.
The lever rifle, rifle caliber, event is shot at 200 yards with the maximum number of hits being 10.
Climax Jim claimed first in this event with 8 hits in 71.63 seconds. Good shooting Climax!
The single shot rifle event was shot at 300 yards with the maximum number of hits being 10. Once
again Climax Jim, cleaned house hitting all 10 shots in 149.43 seconds. He also claimed victory in the
Quigley event, which is shot 3 times off-hand. Climax hit the target at 200 yards 1 time in 38.94 seconds.
Again, great shooting Climax Jim!
Range Master Superstition Slim and the Assistant Range Master Cutler. There was also a Man on
Man event held at the end of these 7 stages. We had 2 posses with a total of 34 shooters revved up and
ready to go. Everyone had a great time even though it was cold (at least to me it was cold) throughout the
day. The camaraderie with the cowboy shooters is some of the best you can have in all of shooting. Everyone has a great time together and have a great overall shooting experience.
The Anniversary Match was drawn up to see who the best cowboy action shooter was for pistol,
rifle, shotgun and 3 gun. Then of course there was the best in the Man on Man event and then an overall
match winner was decided as well.
The Top Pistol shooter was Etta Mae with a time of 23.23 seconds. The Top Rifle, Top Shotgun
and Top 3 Gun shooter was one in the same, Blue Ridge Ranger, with times of 11.90, 17.37 and 32.20 seconds respectively. Not only was Blue Ridge Ranger best in these events, he also was the winner in the Man
on Man event and the Overall Match Winner. Great shooting Blue Ridge Ranger and Etta Mae, who are
two of the best in the west in cowboy action shooting!
Greg Lair “Bullseye Bucky”
Cowboy Division Director
cowboy@riosaladosportsmans.com

Get the Latest Range and Match Information
Go to the RSSC Web Page
www.riosaladosportsmans.com
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.22 Division Annual Report
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Last year was a very successful year for the .22 Pistol Division. Our attendance increased as a few
more ladies and kids came out to shoot. We also have enjoyed having a few new members joining us. If
you haven’t shot the .22 match, I invite you to join us every 4th Sunday for some fun and challenging
stages.
Included in this newsletter are a few pictures of the Troop Donation match; pictures of boxes sent;
and a few of the troop members who receive boxes. We were able to raise $1202.00 for the boxes sent to
the troop members. There have been 387boxes set during 2009; 13 of those were sent the first part of December. I want to thank Full-Auto, Junior, and Pistol Silhouette and Cowboy Lever Action Divisions plus
all the other generous folks who donated to make this our most successful Troop Donation.
Thank you!
See you at the range.
Predator
Sue Little
.22 Division Director
22pistol@riosaladosportsmans.com

Somewhere in Afghanistan

This is a thank you I just received from one of my guys in
a very rough area in Afghanistan, what I found very touching was the fact that a box of cereal has been the highlight
of his year. Howard

Hello,
Sorry it's been so long since I've emailed. SFC Weaver went on leave right after I got back, so I've been playing
the PL role. He makes it look easy...it's not. I still say Platoon Sergeant is harder, but that's just me. Anyway, I
hope you and Connor are well, we've gotten the latest boxes. Honey Smacks are pretty much the best thing to
happen to me this year. Thanks so much.
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.22 Practical Pistol Division
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2010 RSSC Scholarship Program
Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club is proud to announce the 2010 Scholarship Program for the children of members. This year’s essay topic is ‘What does the
Second Amendment mean to me?’
The award(s) are for one or more scholarships valued at up to $2000. Applicants must meet the certain qualifications. The full criteria details and application form can be found on the RSSC Board of Directors link at
www.riosaladosportsmans.com, Range Policies or by clicking Policy #13A
Scholarship Program.
Applications are due by March 31 and will be awarded after the April Board
Meeting.
1. The following criteria must be met.
- Parent (or legal guardian) must be a member of the RSSC
- Applicant must be accepted at an accredited college by the time the Scholarship is awarded
- Applicant must be a senior in high school (or home-school equivalent).
- Applicant must shoot competitively
2. Selection Criteria:
- Ranking of a 1 to 2 page essay. Ranking will be based on both creativity
and grammar.
- The Applicant is a competitive shooter – 2 points for each discipline
(maximum: 4 Points.).
- The Applicant must have participated in at least three competitive shooting
events within the last 12 months.
- The Applicant has performed one or more service projects for the Range: 2
points for each 4 hours or project. (maximum: 8 points).
Please contact Range Manager Bill Lagusis or the head of any division for
service project suggestions.
Good luck!
Scholarship Program Committee
Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club
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From the Historian’s Pen
French Gras Rifle
The French adopted it in 1874 as their first modern type military cartridge using a metallic cartridge. The 1870-71 Franco Prussian war taught the French the shortcomings of the Chassepot paper cartridges so they modified the Chassepot needle gun to shoot the 11 X 59 cartridge calling it the Model 1874
Gras. The Chassepot was considered superior to the Dreyse Needle Gun used by the Germans but still
could be improved by the use of a metallic cartridge as opposed to the linen cartridge used by the Chassepot. In 1867 and 1868 the Chassepot performed well in campaigns in Northern Italy, which was noted by
Prussian observers, which without a doubt encouraged work on the early Mausers. The Chassepot employed a special India rubber seal to obdurate or seal the bore. While it worked for a few shots continued
firing caused it to wear thus losing its breech sealing capabilities. A General Basil Gras (1836-1901) who
was a Polytechnician and shooting instructor of the French army developed the rifle after tests, which began in 1872 with the Beaumont, which also performed well. France being aware of the German experiments with the Mauser wanted a modern rifle of their own. So he helped design the Gras. He later became
Secretary of War for France. The rifle and cartridge was adopted in 1874 by France.
The 11 mm Gras is a powerful 11 mm rifle that started out as a single shot but later on a Henry
style magazine was added. The military load generally was a 387 grain slug at about 1400 FPS which was
powerful for the time. It is a fairly typical bolt action of the period sporting one large locking lug which
was adequate for the black powder in use. Later on they added a groove in back of the chamber to help
vent gas away from the shooter in the event of a case rupture which was fairly common at the time. They
were still learning how to make good brass. I have found the specimens that I examined including mine
that they were well made and finished for the period.
In 1886 the French shocked the military world by replacing the Gras with the 8 mm Lebel. The Lebel was merely the Gras action strengthened to accept the new smokeless loads. The 8 X 50 Lebel was the
first smokeless rifle used by anyone. However the Gras served for years after word. It was reported in use
as late as 1939. The cartridge was modified by using a heavier full metal jacketed bullet and used in the
Vickers machine guns to shoot at balloons during WWl. Like most of the rifles of the period the Grass is
an interesting and worthwhile addition to any collection. Ammo is available but you have to either make it
or find someone who does.
Bob Shell
RSSC Historian
rel4350@aol.com

Due to Health & Safety hazards, there is no smoking within the fenced area at the Main Range .

