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PRESIDENT
To our valued Members,
Now that the hotter months are behind us, I hope you all had a safe and
healthy summer. As we all continue to adjust to the ever changing pandemic world we are currently living in. I want to thank all our staff, volunteers, and membership for your patience and understanding during this
difficult time. While we didn’t plan for this situation, we have managed to
keep the Club open and compliant with Federal, State and Local health
mandates. It has not been without some compromise and concession
from all of us. We continue to meet and exceed the health requirements
necessary to keep all of us and the community safe and healthy. Again,
thank you!
Another situation that we did not foresee, is the extremely high demand
for everything related to the shooting sports. By now we are all painfully
aware of the difficulty in obtaining firearms, ammunition, and reloading
components. I am certain I’m not the only one who does a daily scan of
the internet and local stores for firearms related items, hoping to find
something in stock. From what I have read, the experts say it is the perfect storm related to several factors:
1.
2.
3.
4.

An election year
National civil unrest
Uncertainty from the pandemic
Unavailability of necessary components

While most of these things are out of our control, what we can do, is be
respectful and courteous to our fellow shooters. We are all in this together and we will all get through it together. We are entering into a busy time
of year for shooting sports. Whether it be a hunter sighting in a rifle, competitors shooting a major match, a wing shooter practicing their lead, or a
family getting out and learning safe gun handling, we all share the range.
The staff and Board of Directors will continue to keep Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club one of the safest and best run shooting facilities in the country. With over 8,000 members we need everyone’s help to make that
happen. Thanks for being a member and thanks for your commitment to
the Club.
I hope you and your family continue to be well through the holidays.
Scott Krushak
President
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Greetings to all you trigger pullers of every discipline!
Well, it is officially Fall. Can't you tell? Maybe not. Please respect the heat
and the sun's power even when it does cool off. Keep drinking plenty of water
and find shade when you can. We want everyone to be safe, have fun, and
come back to shoot some more.
We are looking forward to the return of the winter visitors. Cooler weather
brings out more shooters and more often. Please remember to continue respecting all the guidelines that Rio has put in place that have allowed us to
keep on enjoying our beautiful range during these Covid times. All our members and guests have done a great job so far and all the Rio employees have
stepped up to provide a clean and safe environment for us so please let them
know that you appreciate their efforts. No one signed on for this or ever even
dreamed that this would be our new reality. All the full BOD, Match Directors, Range Manager, and EBOD have put in lots of extra time, thought and
effort to keep Rio open and moving forward. And of course, thanks to all the
volunteers who make all the weekly, monthly and yearly matches run so well.
Speaking of moving forward, Rio now has over 8000 members! Not surprisingly, they all want to shoot when and where I want to shoot! I remember
when a few years ago it was discussed that Rio should consider capping the
membership at 2000. Seems ridiculous now, doesn't it? I predict the number
of members to continue to increase. Seems only logical now. So we need to
find ways to accommodate more shooters. We are working on this. Don't
bother asking "what or when" just yet. No, we will not dig an underground
range or put in elevated shooting bays like the golf driving ranges. We all
need to share our facility and respect the different disciplines that are being
enjoyed.
So, what is in line for improvement now? Unfortunately our cement projects
are still on hold BUT we soon will have improved Parking Lot lighting adjacent to the pistol bays and at the OETC and Training Center parking areas just in time for the shorter days and longer nights when Winter arrives. We
will install LED lights that will have low electric consumption and high lumen output.
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Have I told you how happy and proud I am of all the folks that use the new
parking area at the east end of the range? Almost everyone drives in the direction that the arrows point and almost everyone parks between the lines. Give
yourselves a pat on the back. We clearly have many more parking spaces now
and an organized flow of traffic. Please keep it up.
You may or may not know that we have had paper Customer Satisfaction Survey forms located around the range. I have picked these up once a week and
put them on a simple matrix. Well, we now have something even better. Your
VP, Jim (techno wizard) Adame has created an online form that will be more
accessible and useful. It is located on the Rio website. Click MENU, scroll
down to and click "Survey", you know the rest. We want your feedback and
comments, positive is good too -you know!
Please vote.
Please show the world that responsible gun owners are essential for a safer
society.
Stay safe, be well, be resilient.
Jim Rasmussen
(happy to be your XO)
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CHIEF INSTRUCTOR

Got Ammo?
Hi Everyone! I know it’s been a long, crazy hot summer and as I sit here and
type this in late September, it’s still over 100 degrees out! Whew!
Even with the heat, I’ve seen many of you out and about enjoying the range,
attending the seminars, training classes, and throwing lead down range.
We are a dedicated membership to our sport and to our range! I am very
appreciative of that and to be a part of such an esteemed group of people!
As the weather starts to cool and COVID starts to subside, I have more seminars and classes I look forward to sharing with you all.
For those Winter Visitor who missed our “Legal Use of Lethal Force” Seminar
with Attorney Tim Forshey, I will be holding it again on December 5 ! Stay
tuned for registration details!
th

I also want to remind you that we have a great group of independent contractor Firearm Instructors who hold classes here at Rio. Several work with
juniors, and offer full service training to include rental guns. (Probably not
ammo at this time though. Fingers crossed supply eases up soon!)
I invite you all to explore all that Rio has to offer. You can email me anytime!
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CHIEF INSTRUCTOR

Chief Instructor’s – Grip Tip:
Keep your non dominate hand’s thumb pointed towards the target along the frame of the gun just below the slide. This will prevent you from getting those slide cuts and allow better control of
the gun!
Your support hand should look like this:

Be well, be safe, and may your bullets fly straight!
Debbie Keehart
Chief Instructor
CI@rsscaz.com
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RANGE MANAGER
Lower Bays Sign In:
Good news for members with range privileges! To sign in for the lower ranges please go to the WEST Side Entrance / Exit and show your membership
badge to the range officer at the window and he will sign you in for the lower
bays. Remember you must have range privileges stamped on your badge to
use the lower ranges.
Commercial users also may go to the WEST Side Entrance / Exit to Sign
in. This way you will miss the long lines waiting to sign in at the Public
Range.

Coming Soon:
High Power Range- We will be installing LED signs that will tell you if the
range is open or closed. It is still important that you always check the calendar to see if it’s been RESERVED. It is stil important that you check in at the
Main Range so we know who is down there. This is for your safety in case of
an emergency and we need to get in touch with you.
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RANGE MANAGER
COVID-19:
We continue to sanitize the Range every morning the Public Range, all Pistol
Bays, High Power Range, Small Bore Range, Commercial Training Bays and
the Shotgun Range to keep everyone safe. Please continue to follow all the
safety measures outlined by the Federal State and local government. All class
rooms are being sanitized before every class meeting or event.
Please continue to follow all the safety measures outlined by the Federal,
State and local government. When inside a building please wear your face
mask and wash your hands.
Shotgun Range Restrooms:
We now have public restrooms open at the shotgun trailer. They are located at
the East end of the trailer for the Handicap and Women. The other restroom is
located on the West side of the trailer for men only.
Please wash your hands before and after using the restrooms. While in the
trailer Rio requires that you wear a face covering for your safety and others.

Respectfully,
Richard Adams
Range Manager
RM@rsscaz.com
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SHOTGUN RANGE
Hello ZZ bird shooters!
We held our first ZZ bird event with the new system on September 19th. I will be the
first to admit, it wasn't our brightest hour. We discovered and learned some valuable
lessons that day which will never be forgotten. I would also like to be the first to
apologize for the target malfunctions the shooters endured. As painful as it was, we
took away a lot of valuable information in order to make our next event incredibly
smoother.
I am proud to state that our controller has been repaired so we will not be
borrowing Tucsons controller again, (in which we owe Tucson Trap & Skeet a
huge Thank you!) It is also my pleasure to inform you that we will be using Rick
Meins targets from now on. With all of the malfunctions we had, I'm not sure if
shooters noticed when we switched to using his targets half way through the event,
but when we threw his targets, we didn't have a single malfunction. Sadly we only
had 100 of his targets otherwise we would have used them the entire event. The
main cause of the malfunctions was the targets we used with the old manual load
system. The new targets are much more durable and are designed for these new
machines. I am confident that we will not see anywhere close to the amount of
breakage that we did at the last event.
Along with switching targets, we have aligned and adjusted the machines
so that shooters will no longer see the magazine of targets. The height of the machines has also been raised so that targets will not hit the ground as often once the
target has been thrown.
Overall me and my team are confident that the next event will be much
smoother and more enjoyable for all parties involved. Once again, I want to express
my deepest apologies for how the last event went. I hope you all give us another
chance and come enjoy the game we all love! I am still very excited to have this
new system and know that the future of ZZ birds here at RSSC is bright! For those
of you that are not familiar with ZZ birds, below is a quick synopsis of what the
game is and if you are interested please join us at the shotgun range for our next
event which will be October 17th.
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ZZ birds - also known as Helice or Electrocible - was first developed in Europe around
the 1960s. Helice was first developed to imitate Live Pigeon events. The targets are composed
of two plastic pieces. One part is the base that is shaped like a propeller. The other part is
known as a witness cap that snaps on the propeller. Once on the target launcher, the machine
oscillates side to side and spins the targets anywhere from 1k-10k RPMs. There are either 5 or
7 machines on the field at one time. Shooters stand 24 meters away from the machines. When
the shooter calls pull, randomly one of the machines drops a white door which pushes the target off of the machine. The target then flies in a zig-zag pattern which helps imitate how live
pigeons fly. After the target is launched, the shooter shoots at the target and must hit the target well enough so that the witness cap is knocked off. If the witness cap is not shot off, the
target counts as a loss. Also on the field is a half-moon shaped ring which is centered 21 meters behind the machines. In order for the target to be considered “dead,” not only does the
witness cap need to fall off, but it must fall inside the ring as well. If the target has the witness
cap knocked off but falls outside of the ring, the target is considered a loss. A typical event
consists of 30 targets thrown in 6 rounds of 5 targets. Currently the US team holds the title as
the World Champions.

Thank you,
Lucas Hoem
Shotgun Range Manager
shotgunmanager@rsscaz.com
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MAIN RANGE

The range officers at the main range have done everything
that they could in order to keep everyone safe during these
strange and uncertain times. From closing down every other
bench in order to comply with distancing requirements, to
spraying down the benches and all other points of contact with
bleach, the officers have all come together as a team in order to
keep this range open through this entire ordeal.
I’m sure everyone who has associated with us for a while
has noticed how much busier the main range has been compared
to any typical summer that we’ve had in the past, but we have
implemented all that was needed of us so that we can keep up
with the higher demand of our services. We continue to strive
for better customer service than our previous years and we welcome the influx of new shooters to the wonderful world of shooting sports while still maintaining and demonstrating safety to
those new shooters.
Pete Szayer
Lead RSO
MainRange@rsscaz.com
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JUNIORS

Junior Division

With the cancelation of so many air rifle matches (USAMU Nationals, Junior
Olympics, R&P National Championships, Orion Air Rifle League, etc.) The
Junior Division teamed up with 2x Olympian Lucas Kozeniesky to discuss
the idea of a Precision Air Rifle Postal Match that would be inexpensive, but
still fun with some great prizes to motivate the competitors. We came up with
the idea of the Pandemic Postal. This match is open to all ages, including an
open adult category and even a para category. The top shooters will receive
an award plaque and all competitors will be entered into a drawing to win one
of three - one-month remote coaching packages with Lucas and Team Winning Solutions! The inaugural match concluded on Sept 30th, but we have
more in the works. We anticipated 20-30 registered shooters and finished the
match with almost 100 competitors from 14 different states! We saw some
amazing scores come in and even more importantly, we heard some wonderful feedback from parents, coaches, and shooters who were excited just to
have a chance to compete again!
John Karadsheh
Junior Division Director
Rio Salado Sportsman's Club
Juniors@rsscaz.com
www.facebook.com/PandemicPostal
www.riojuniors.com/pandemic-postal.html
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COWBOY FAST DRAW DIVISION

Howdy All!
Enjoy some pictures of the fun we have at Cowboy Fast Draw!

Muletrain
Bart Carr
muletrain2010@msn.com
RioSaladoVaqueros.net
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MULTIGUN DIVISION
The AZ State Pistol Caliber Carbine Championship is in the books. With squad size
limitations we were still able to host over 200 shooters. Shooter feedback was
very good, and everyone seemed to enjoy the 10 challenging stages placing over
83,000 rounds down range.
Visitors and Competitors also took advantage of the demonstration bay where
you could shoot Pistol Caliber Carbines from Quarter Circle 10, Gibbz Arms and
Aero Precision.
Generous Sponsors provided very nice prizes for all participants and staff volunteers including a large number of FFL items.

Maria Mathis, QC10 Director of Marketing with the QC10 Shooting Team
AZ State Championship Overall Match Sponsor -Quarter Circle 10
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Multigun Division
In the last Ricochet we teased a new match. The Red October:
Cold War event will highlight AK Style Rifles and Cold War
Battle Rifles. Scheduled for the weekend of October 3rd this
match sold out in about 40 minutes. I will have a full match report for the next Ricochet, we are looking forward to this becoming a growing yearly event.
As the cooler months begin, we always see an increase in folks
wanting to shoot the monthly Multigun events. Covid-19 restrictions remain a top priority for the safety of our participants
and as these ease we look forward to being able to host more
shooters.
August saw the launch of the new Multigun Division Web Site.
www.riomultigun.com
Please check it out, the site has information about all of our
matches along with information for new shooters. There are also
links to videos from many of our events.
Until next time Be Safe and Well, see you at the range.
Gregg Harrington
Multigun Division Director
gregg@riomultigun.com
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Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club
Ricochet Fall 2020
3960 N Usery Pass Road
Mesa AZ 85207-9702
Office:
480-984-9610
www.RSSCaz.com

RSSC Board Meeting
Third Wednesday of Each Month in the OETC Building @ 7pm
ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED !!!

