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It’ that time of year!
Our legless friends are awakening.
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President
To our valued Members,
First off, I hope that you and your family are safe and healthy during these
challenging times. For me, the last few months have demonstrated that,
just when I thought I had seen everything, something more unbelievable
happens! We are all living in exceedingly difficult environment which continues to test our ability to adapt to what happens each day. This ability
to adapt applies to us in the shooting community as well. But the one
thing that remains constant is the fun and excitement that we get from
shooting sports.
The Board of Directors, staff and volunteers are committed to maintaining
that fun and excitement for members and guests. We are doing that in
several ways. RSSC follows current government safety and health guidelines and mandates. While these mandates may be inconvenient and uncomfortable, they are in the best interests of our community. We also
continue to improve the range facilities and finances enabling us to provide a more efficient way of doing business. If you haven’t had a chance,
take a look at the new parking lot near the shotgun fields.
Many people thought the COVID-19 pandemic would only last a couple of
months, the Arizona summer would “burn it out” or it’s just a government hoax. It has proven to be a much more resilient adversary. We, as a
shooting community can adapt and we are resilient as well. With that
said, thank you all very much for adjusting to this “new normal”. We continue to be committed to keeping RSSC a safe and fun place for you and
your family to enjoy shooting sports.
I hope you and your family continue to be well.
Scott Krushak
President
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Greetings friends, neighbors, and shooters of all disciplines.
If it's any consolation to you, the days have started getting shorter since June 21st.
In the meantime, it is HOT so please dress appropriately, use sunscreen, and stay hydrated no matter where you are or what you are doing.
Is anyone else tired of hearing about Covid-19? It doesn't really matter if we are, we all
still need to be mindful of and follow the CDC Guidelines and recommendations from
Governor Ducey. Rio members are so very fortunate to have knowledgeable and capable
leadership to help us get through these uncertain times. Other shooting facilities are not
so fortunate and their regular shooters are coming to Rio to shoot. Is this the first time in
your life when you have not gotten your "way" exactly as you want, when, and where you
want it? We all need to work together and we will be stronger for it. Hopefully, in the not
too distant future we will be able to look back and be glad that we made it through these
times with just a little inconvenience. Please follow all guidelines for everyone's benefit.
Projects approved for Rio by Game and Fish in December 2019 are progressing!
Our new/expanded car and golf cart parking lots are nearly finished. The new light at the
shotgun introductory field is ready for installation once the cement cures, and the Small
Bore Range and the Pistol Bays lighting improvement projects have received financial approval and hopefully will be done by the end of July THIS YEAR! All are good things that
are welcome improvements to our great range. Gee I love this place! Are there more improvements to be made? Of course, but we must have approval from our parent license
holder and those wheels turn more slowly than we would like. Please be patient and persevere.
Do you have any comments or suggestions that you would like to offer to the BOD? There
are "Customer Satisfaction Survey" forms and secure receptacles at the Main Range, the
Activity Center, and Shotgun Range Office. There are 5 questions that you can choose
"yes" or "no" answers and space at the bottom and on the back to make any comments
and "constructive critiques" that you have. All can be done anonymously OR you can include your name and email address if you want a reply.
Please be respectful but, say what you feel. Comments are tracked on a simple matrix
weekly.
Stay safe and well.
Jim
(I used to be your "Sweet Lovable Target Setter" and now am your 'Sweet Lovable XO”)

SUMMER 2020

CHIEF INSTRUCTOR

Classes, Seminars, and Training Ramped up at Rio!
One of Rio’s primary obligations is to educate the community on firearm
safety! Now that we are past our “Covid lockdown phase”, Stay tuned for
these upcoming events!
Concealed with Curves: A class for ladies who need more information and
options on how to carry on her person.
Becoming a Safe Responsible Gun Owner: A free seminar to help get our
new gun owners or soon to be gun owners off on the right track. Coming July
18th.
Legal Use of Lethal Force: What to do and not do. What to expect if you
find yourself needing to use lethal force to protect you or your loved ones!
Coming August 8th.
Basic Pistol & Basic Rifle Clinics: classroom & live fire training at an affordable price. Another way to get off to a safe proper start with your gun
handling skills! Coming this fall (when it’s cooler)
Training for the Ladies! This of course is a passion of mine! So ladies,
reach out to me for info on Rio’s ladies practice matches. It’s a great way to
keep up & improve your skills while enjoying the company of like-minded
women!

Debbie Keehart, Chief Instructor
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RANGE MANAGER
I would like to thank all of our employees for all their hard work during this
trying time of COVID-19. I know that it has not been easy having to deal with
all the CDC regulations but, everyone has done a great job!
Shout out to the Board of Directors, the Maintenance Team- sanitizing the
entire range every day, the Shotgun Staff- ensuring the 6 ft social distancing
rule is enforced & sanitizing all the controls every day. Kudos to the Main
Range RSO’s who have kept it running- using only half the benches, managing the long lines and keeping everyone 6 feet apart! Special thank you to
the Administrative Staff - Deanna a.k.a. “Miss Dee” and Shell’B a.k.a. “Miss
Shelllbeee” who have kept all the Commercial Users and all the Divisions
scheduled accurately- keeping up with all the cancellations and then the reinstatements and then only a few matches at a time... All the while these ladies have kept up with all the public and members questions via tons of
emails and phone calls! It’s been very trying times for everyone, but we all
have worked together and managed to keep us up and running!
Big thanks to everyone!
Richard Adams
Range Manager
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MAIN RANGE

With the onslaught of the COVID-19 virus, the Main Public Range at
the Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club has pivoted with each turn of the
pandemic along with the hard times that our Country faces. Following the CDC’s guidelines we have closed off every other bench
to provide ample distance between shooters- adhering to the six
foot guidelines for social distancing. We also restrict one person at
a time in the restrooms and we are providing contact free sign in
for Rio members. RSSC employees wear masks and sanitize the
range before opening and after closing every day. The Main Range
sees on average 1,200 weekly shooters seeing a surge of new gun
owners/new shooters.
As our Country faces the challenges of the pandemic, we also are
committed to the safety and security of our community, members
and everyone aboard, while visiting our facility.
Nate Neale
Range Safety Officer
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Shotgun Range
Attention shotgun shooters!
As of June 6, 2020 we are offering Doubles Trap on our combo field every Monday
from 7am until noon. All levels of shooters are welcome! For you that are just
learning about the doubles discipline, here is a little background history. Doubles
was added to tournament play in 1911. It is a modified version of Singles, but it is
more difficult because shooters must break two targets fired out of the trap house
simultaneously. One clay pigeon flies to the left while the other flies to the right.
The target path remains constant, but the challenge is if the shooter can hit both
targets before they hit the ground. Each target is scored individually, not as a pair.
There are no partners in doubles. Some shooters tend to use a shotgun with two
barrels for doubles and one with one barrel for singles and handicap.
A standard round of doubles consists of 25 pairs, for a total of 50 clays. They follow
set paths of 35 degrees to the left and right straighaway. The layout of double trap
shooting is similar to that of trap shooting. The shooter stands 16 yards behind the
house that releases the targets and the shooter can take one shot at each target.
We are excited to include double trap into our weekly schedule and hope that you
get the chance to participate in the game! If you ever have any questions about
this game or other scheduled games, don’t hesitate to ask a staff member for information.
Lucas Hoem
Shotgun Manager
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JUNIORS

Junior Division
Like all of the other divisions, our season came to a screeching halt due to COVID-19 and
the quarantine. While it did not end like we had all hoped, we did have an amazing season full of milestones and accomplishments.
We had a record number of juniors participating in our weekly Thursday night smallbore
training. Our juniors learn 4 position smallbore (Prone, Sitting, Kneeling and Standing). The shooters are put through the NRA Distinguished Expert program and earn
awards and certificates as they complete each achievement. Once the junior shows the
skills, dedication and right attitude, they are invited to join our Precision Air Rifle
Team. The Air Rifle Team requires a commitment to the sport and the ability to travel to
National Matches across the Country.
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We had 5 shooters qualify for the USA Shooting National Junior Olympics in Colorado
Springs. This match brings the top junior shooters from across the country to the Olympic
Training Center to compete and to get a chance to be seen by college coaches and recruiters. Unfortunately, it was announced in March that the match has been indefinitely
postponed. I still want to recognize our Juniors who earned a coveted spot in this match.
* State Champion
Smallbore

Air Rifle

Air Pistol

Sport Pistol

Roman Karadsheh*

Roman Karadsheh*

Noah Barbour*

Noah Barbour*

Mikayla Sedgwick*

Brooklyn Wilkins*
Mikayla Sedgwick
Jacob Shaw

Congratulations to Mikayla Sedgwick & Roman Karadsheh, the recipients of the 2020 Rio
Salado Sportsman’s Club Scholarship Award! High School Seniors who are members of
RSSC and have been accepted to an accredited college or university are eligible to apply.
Winners are chosen based on a point system that includes an Essay, Competitive Shooting Experience and Range Service Projects.
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The Junior Division has a long history of producing successful athletes. This year we were
proud to announce that Roman Karadsheh committed to North Carolina State University to
join their NCAA Division 1 Rifle Team. Go Wolfpack! You can see a list of all of our juniors
that have gone on to shoot on college rifle teams or who are serving or have served our Country in the U.S. Armed Forces on our Hall of Fame page. http://www.riojuniors.com/hall-offame.html

Air Rifle Clinic with an Olympian! In May, we had the opportunity for a select few juniors to participate in a 2 day air rifle clinic with 2x Olympian, National Champion and World Record Holder, Lucas Kozeniesky. This was an amazing experience for these juniors to learn from an elite
athlete!

The Junior Division coaches are excited to get back to the range when our season starts back
up again in September! I would like to say a huge thank you to our volunteer coaches, Mike
Costello, Ed Roberts, Myles Gorin, Doug Carney, Marc Orvin & Sonora Wirtjes. Without them,
this program would not be possible.
John Karadsheh
Junior Division Director
facebook.com/riojuniorshooting
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COWBOY FAST DRAW DIVISION

Howdy All
Muletrain here, that’s my alias not my real name. Everyone in Cowboy Fast Draw gets to pick
an alias when they start shooting. There are the usual names, Black Bart, Billy the Kid, Marshal
Dillion and such, then there are some that are a twist on one’s career or life style and such.
That’s just a small part of Cowboy Fast Draw. If you like the Old West and the folklore , then I
bet you would enjoy our group. Cowboy Fast Draw has been around since 2002 and there are
probably over 3000 to 4000 members. There are over 70 clubs throughout the U.S. and a couple in Europe as well.
As Cowboy Fast Draw members, we are required to dress the part as well. Cowboy boots, hats,
pants, western shirts and such. The sky is the limit as to how far you want to live the part.
Many people go full bore and they look like they just stepped out of the old west with chaps,
spurs, etc.
Now to the guns we use. They all are single action chambered in .45 long colt. A lot are 1873
Colt peacemakers or modern clones. Ruger makes the New Vaquero that many people shoot.
There are others as well like the S+W Model 3 Schofield and Remington 1875.
The ammo is a .45 long colt case that has been modified to accept a 209 shotgun shell primer.
In most cases that is all that is used to push the wax bullet we use down range to a speed of
600 to 700 fps. Reloading is a piece of cake. No special tools are required. The primers just
drop in and fall out. The wax bullet is easily pressed in by hand then can be seated with something as simple as a pencil. Cost is about .05 to .06 a round once you have acquired the cases.
We draw out of a western style leather holster that has to conform to the rules of the sport. A
lot of times these are adorned with conches, aliases stamped in the belt and such.
Cowboy Fast Draw is kind of like drag racing. Two shooters are paired up facing either a 17” or
24” target standing 15 to 21 feet away. There is a light in the center of the target and when it
comes on that is the command to draw, cock and fire. If you hit the target it will stop the timer
and show a time. If you both hit, the one with the fastest time wins that shot. Usually the first
to have 3 winning hits will win the bout.
Depending the size of the crowd, we will get 6 to 8 rounds in on one of our monthly matches.
Doesn’t sound like a lot of shooting but sometimes those targets are easy to miss, so you my
shoot over a dozen shots before a winner is determined.
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We shoot on the second Saturday of the month for our regular matches. We also
shoot on the 4th Wednesday in the evening. The Wednesday night practice isn’t a
competition, but where new shooters are encouraged to come out and give it a
try. We will provide all the gear and ammo for people wanted to try Cowboy Fast
Draw.
So if you feel like this is something you might like- come on out and give it a try!
Be sure to check the RSSC calendar to confirm dates.
Our website is http://www.riosaladovaqueros.net/
Bart Carr
Cowboy Fast Draw
Division Director
http://www.riosaladovaqueros.net/
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MULTIGUN DIVISION

It is good to be back shooting. Like everyone we are working hard to limit exposure in
these Covid-19 times by limiting squad size, taking extra steps to clean and sanitize
along with encouraging everyone to maintain distance, wash your hands and not touch
your face.
We really appreciate everyone working with the Match Directors to accomplish this and
your understanding about limiting squad size. We are actively working on ideas to accommodate more shooters and will keep you posted.
You may have heard of the passing of Frank Desomma, POF-USA Founder and CEO.
The shooting community lost an avid 2A Patriot, a great friend as well as a major supporter of RSSC and our shooters. Please keep his family in your thoughts and prayers.
For those shooting the AZ State PCC match in September we will have some long-range
targets setup as part of the August monthly PCC match so you can test your skill at longer range PCC targets. Even if you are not shooting AZ-PCC come have some fun and test
your PCC skills.
Watch for a new Match announcement soon that we hope will bring another shooting
aspect to the Multigun Division. The Match date is October 3, 2020. Some on-line research about that date may give you a clue.
We want to make you aware of our new Multigun Mentor program that started in June.
In this program, four experienced multigun competitors will accompany the 10:30am
squads (one mentor per squad) and make themselves available to offer advice and guidance to competitors. This program is not limited only to first timers or novices, but is
available to any of our competitors, regardless of ability, who are looking to improve
their performance.
The mentors are Kelly Neal, Jon Copeland, Jeremy Mulligan and Keith Manning and Dale
Averkamp. They each have many years of multigun experience under their belts and will
be happy to answer whatever multigun-related questions you have, give honest feedback, and offer tips for improvements. We'd urge everyone to make the most of these
valuable resources.
Gregg Harrington
Multigun Division Director
https://www.rsscaz.com/divisions/3gun
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SCTP
Rio Salado Target Terminators - Youth Shotgun Program
Do you have a young athlete you would like to learn to safely shoot Shotgun or improve on Shotgun Shooting?

As a team with the Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP), we provide kids
from age 9 through high school and college with the opportunity to participate in the fun and challenging sports of Trap, Skeet and Sporting Clays, as
well as Olympic disciplines of Bunker Trap, Trap Doubles and International
Skeet.
In keeping with the SCTP's mission to provide, promote and perpetuate opportunities for young athletes to safely and enjoyably participate in a high
quality, team based sports, each of the SCTP's teams are led by trained and
dedicated adult coaches in a supportive environment and are focused on the
safe handling and use of firearms.
The target of SCTP is true: to help young athletes reach their potential of becoming the best athletes - and young adults - that they can be.
We provide everything needed to learn the shotgun shooting sports.
Our Sign up Night is currently scheduled for September 18, 2020.
Please send us an email with any questions and to get on our mailing list to
receive updates and information.
Looking forward to a great season!
Jeff Schultz
RioSCTP@TargetTerminatorsAZ.com
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Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club
Ricochet Summer 2020
3960 N Usery Pass Road
Mesa AZ 85207-9702
Office: 480-984-9610

www.RSSCaz.com

RSSC Board Meeting
Third Wednesday of Each Month in the OETC Building @ 7pm
ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED !!!

